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THE  Temporary  Home  for  Working-Women  having 
now  been  in  existence  for  nearly  two  years,  its  man¬ 
agers  feel  that  some  account  of  the  work  it  has  so  far  accom¬ 
plished  is  due  to  those  who  have  provided  for  its  support. 

The  Home,  opened  in  May,  1877,  was  established  to  meet 
the  need,  which  necessarily  exists  in  every  large  city,  of 
some  place  where  women  desirous  of  making  an  honest  liv¬ 
ing,  but  penniless  and  friendless,  may  find  shelter  and  em¬ 
ployment  until  able  to  secure  a  permanent  situation.  Many 
a  young  woman  of  respectable  family  and  good  education, 
reduced  by  sickness  or  some  other  misfortune  to  the  lowest 
depths  of  poverty,  drifts,  for  want  of  a  proper  place  of 
shelter,  into  pauperism  or  vice.  Especially  is  the  safeguard 
of  a  home  needed  for  an  inexperienced  young  girl  who  comes 
from  the  country  or  Provinces  in  the  expectation  of  imme¬ 
diately  finding  work.  As  days  and  weeks  go  by,  leaving  her 
still  without  employment,  she  becomes  painfully  aware  of  the 
unforeseen  dangers  of  her  position.  Her  little  savings  at 
last  exhausted,  her  very  clothes  pawned  to  pay  her  board, — 
for  cheap  boarding-houses  seldom  allow  credit, —  what  then 
is  left  for  her  to  do  ?  What,  indeed,  but  to  wander  helplessly 
about  the  streets,  all  too  ready  to  adopt  any  expedient  where¬ 
by  she  may  be  rescued  from  the  dreaded  alternatives  of  the 
poor-house  or  starvation, —  the  very  intelligence  office  where 
she  applies  not  unfrequently  proving  the  agency  whereby 
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she  is  entrapped  into  unsuspected  evil !  Have  we  not  felt, 
when  appealed  to  by  such  a  forlorn  and  helpless  creature,  that 
if  we  do  not  befriend  her  the  responsibility  may  fall  upon  us 
as  much  as  upon  her?  And  yet  to  give  alms  may  not  be 
befriending  her  in  any  true  sense,  but  perhaps  giving  her  a 
first  lesson  in  pauperism ;  for  the  barrier  of  independence 
once  broken  down  is  seldom  or  never  again  restored,  and  too 
often  the  recipient  of  such  thoughtless  and  indiscriminate 
charity  becomes  more  or  less  gradually  converted  into  a  pro¬ 
fessional  beggar. 

To  meet  just  such  cases  as  these  the  Home  for  Working 
Women  was  established.  No  proper  applicant  is  turned 
away  from  its  door.  It  stands  ready  to  give  shelter  and 
employment  to  any  who  bring  the  two  necessary  qualifica¬ 
tions  of  respectability  and  willingness  to  work.  Tickets  of 
admission,  therefore,  are  practically  unnecessary,  but  it  is 
none  the  less  desirable  that  they  should  be  used  as  consti¬ 
tuting  a  link  between  the  Home  and  those  who  avail  them¬ 
selves  of  its  help.  Thus  any  one  who  sends  an  applicant  is 
requested  to  give  her  a  ticket,  properly  endorsed,  that  a  re¬ 
port  may  be  made  upon  the  case,  if  desired. 

Occasionally  a  woman’s  board  is  paid  by  the  person  who 
brings  or  sends  her ;  or  she  herself,  needing  the  protection 
of  the  Home  but  obliged  to  be  absent  all  day  in  order  to 
obtain  some  employment  she  has  in  view,  prefers  to  pay  in 
money  instead  of  in  work.  But  work  is  the  atmosphere  of 
the  place,  and  as  a  general  rule  those  who  apply  have  no 
other  means  of  making  payment.  This  work-test,  while  it 
discourages  unworthy  applicants,  is  welcome  to  the  honest  and 
industrious,  whose  self-respect  is  preserved  by  the  con¬ 
sciousness  that  they  are  giving  the  best  equivalent  in  their 
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power  for  what  they  receive.  This  it  is  that  forms  the 
most  characteristic  feature  of  the  Home,  and  distinguishes 
it  from  all  other  institutions  in  the  city. 

The  Davis  Street  Industrial  Home,  indeed,  which  also  is 
conducted  upon  the  labor  principle,  does,  it  is  true,  provide 
for  a  certain  number  of  women  ;  but  so  much  larger  is  the 
proportion  of  men  cared  for  by  this  institution,  that  it  can 
hardly  be  said  to  diminish  the  need  for  a  home  confined 
strictly  to  women  ;  nor  is  it  necessary  to  point  out  the  obvious 
advantage  of  separate  institutions  for  the  two  sexes.  Neither 
can  the  City  Temporary  Home,  in  Chardon  Street,  be  said 
to  cover  the  same  ground,  for  it  contains  no  industrial 
department,  and  allows  its  inmates  to  remain  three  or  four 
days  only.  Of  the  Young  Women’s  Christian  Association 
again,  it  is  hardly  worth  while  to  speak  here,  as  it  has  an 
entirely  different  object  and  plan.  The  ladies  of  this  asso¬ 
ciation,  as  well  as  those  of  the  Woman’s  Union,  in  Park 
Street,  and  of  the  agency  at  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Union,  all  societies  indeed  which  have  the  interests  of  working- 
women  at  heart,  are  in  cordial  sympathy  with  the  Home,  and 
appreciate  the  good  work  it  is  doing,  frequently  sending 
girls  there  for  whom  otherwise  they  would  have  been  unable 
to  provide.  A  simple  statement  of  a  few  of  the  cases  which 
have  been  dealt  with  by  the  Home  will  perhaps  best  illus¬ 
trate  how  far  it  is  successful  in  fulfilling  its  aim. 

About  nine  months  ago  two  very  pretty  girls,  one  nine¬ 
teen,  the  other  twenty-two,  left  a  miserably  poor  home  in 
Maine,  where  their  lives  were  made  wretched  by  a  cruel 
father,  to  seek  a  living  in  this  city.  On  arriving  here  they 
had  but  one  dollar  left,  and  this  was  barely  enough  to  cover 
their  expenses  for  the  night  at  a  hotel,  The  next  morning 
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the  landlord  told  them  of  the  Home,  and  advised  their  going 
there,  at  the  same  time  directing  them  to  an  intelligence 
office,  where  they  accordingly  stopped  on  their  way.  While 
making  inquiries  of  the  proprietor,  they  were  accosted  by  a 
woman  who  assured  them  she  could  easily  find  them  a  situ¬ 
ation  where  they  would  have  plenty  of  money  and  no  work. 
Fortunately  the  girls  understood  the  meaning  of  her  words 
and,  getting  away  from  her,  made  the  best  of  their  way  to  the 
Home,  which  they  reached  in  such  a  state  of  terror  that,  in 
their  own  words,  they  were  “  afraid  to  go  anywhere,”  and 
were  doubtful  whether  even  the  Home  itself  was  a  place  of 
safety.  Good  places  in  the  country  were  soon  found  for 
both  these  girls,  where  they  are  giving  entire  satisfaction  ; 
but  it  is  easy  to  see  that,  had  they  not  met  with  timely  aid 
and  protection,  they  would  have  been  exposed  to  great 
distress,  and  perhaps  still  greater  dangers,  from  which  they 
might  not  so  easily  have  escaped. 

Several  very  young  girls  have  lately  been  brought  to  the 
Home,  who,  without  some  such  place  of  refuge,  would  from 
pure  ignorance  almost  inevitably  have  fallen  into  trouble. 
One,  of  about  sixteen,  was  found  crying  in  the  street, 
because,  as  she  said,  her  mother  had  just  died,  and,  all  their 
little  savings  having  gone  for  funeral  expenses,  she  was  now 
left  alone  in  the  world  with  no  means  of  support  and  no 
friend  to  whom  she  might  turn.  It  was  not  long  before  she 
was  sent  to  a  comfortable  home,  where  she  is  very  happy 
and  proves  a  useful  servant. 

Another  girl  had  left  her  home  in  the  Provinces,  provided 
with  money  to  pay  her  board  until  she  should  have  found 
employment ;  but,  falling  asleep  on  the  boat,  she  was  robbed 
of  her  purse,  and  on  arriving  found  herself  without  a  penny. 
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Not  knowing  where  to  go,  she  made  inquiries  of  a  police¬ 
man,  and  was  directed  by  him  to  the  Home,  where  she  was 
thankful  enough  to  find  shelter. 

A  girl  of  seventeen,  who,  thrown  entirely  upon  her  own 
resources  from  the  age  of  eleven,  had  been  through  many 
hard  and  bitter  experiences,  was  brought  in  by  a  lady  whose 
interest  she  had  excited.  A  few  days  after  her  arrival,  a 
gentleman,  who  was  looking  for  a  servant,  refused  to  take 
her  on  account  of  the  prematurely  old  and  cunning  expres¬ 
sion  of  her  face,  which,  as  he  thought,  indicated  a  deceitful 
nature.  The  matron,  however,  was  convinced  that  nothing 
but  hard  usage  and  an  early  knowledge  and  distrust  of  the 
world  had  given  her  this  expression,  and  the  event  justified 
this  belief ;  for,  on  her  calling  at  the  Home  after  she  had 
been  for  a  few  weeks  only  in  her  present  comfortable  place, 
she  was  hardly  to  be  recognized  as  the  same  girl,  so  changed 
and  softened  was  her  whole  aspect. 

A  young  English  woman  came  last  summer,  whose  hus¬ 
band  had  been  an  engineer  in  the  British  navy.  During  an 
illness  which  came  upon  her  just  after  his  death,  a  course 
of  stimulants  was  prescribed  by  the  physician  ;  and  she 
had  in  this  way  contracted  a  taste  for  spirits,  which  had 
not  as  yet  made  her  an  habitual  drunkard,  although  her 
becoming  one  seemed  inevitable,  unless  she  could  be  put  for 
a  time  beyond  the  reach  of  temptation.  A  situation  which 
was  found  for  her  proving  unsuitable,  she  was  on  her  way 
back  when  temptation  came  in  her  path,  and  in  an  evil 
moment  she  yielded.  What  befel  her  after  this  she  has 
never  been  able  or  willing  to  recall ;  but  when  she  found  her 
way  to  the  Home,  her  clothes  and  all  her  possessions  were 
pawned,  with  the  exception  of  her  diamond  engagement- 
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ring,  which  she  wore  round  her  neck  concealed  in  her 
dress,  the  only  relic  of  happier  days.  From  this  nothing, 
she  said,  not  even  the  mad  craving  for  liquor,  should  ever 
separate  her.  Deeply  humiliated  and  conscious  of  her 
weakness,  her  only  desire  now  was  to  be  kept  out  of  temp¬ 
tation.  A  family  living  in  the  White  Mountains,  after 
hearing  her  story,  were  willing  to  give  her  a  trial,  and  she 
went  to  them  gladly,  not  stipulating  for  wages  until  she 
should  have  proved  herself  worthy  of  trust.  She  now  re¬ 
ceives  $4.00  a  week,  and  writes  expressing  her  happiness 
and  her  gratitude  to  her  kind  employers. 

A  refined  and  educated  woman  of  an  excellent  family 
in  the  Provinces,  finding  herself,  by  a  series  of  adverse 
circumstances,  alone  and  a  stranger  in  the  city,  was  thankful 
to  work  several  weeks  for  her  board.  At  the  end  of  this 
time,  during  which  she  showed  her  good  sense  by  her 
cheerful  and  uncomplaining  acceptance  of  what,  to  her,  must 
have  been  real  hardships,  the  Matron  was  able  to  obtain  for 
her  an  honorable  and  responsible  position  in  a  public  insti¬ 
tution,  where  her  services  are  highly  appreciated. 

It  is  sometimes  said  that  there  may  be  danger  lest  a 
refuge  of  this  kind  offer  inducement,  or  at  least  encourage¬ 
ment,  to  country  girls  to  leave  their  comfortable  homes  and 
flock  to  the  over-crowded  city.  This  would  certainly  be  a 
most  undesirable  effect,  and  it  need  hardly  be  said  that  the 
Matron’s  influence  would  be  exerted  upon  such  girls  to 
induce  their  return.  But  however  much  this  emigration  to 
the  city  is  to  be  deplored,  it  is  an  evil  which  always  has 
existed  and  is  likely  to  continue,  whether  proper  shelter  and 
protection  are  afforded  them  here,  or  whether  they  are  left 
to  the  mercy  of  evil-minded  persons  who  lie  in  wait  for  the 
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young  and  ignorant.  In  point  of  fact,  however,  the  country 
girls  who  have  thus  far  applied  have,  almost  without  ex¬ 
ception,  been  such  as  were  compelled  by  the  poverty  of 
their  parents  to  seek  a  living  for  themselves.  The  sort  of 
girl  who  leaves  her  home  and  friends  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
bettering  herself  by  getting  a  “  genteel  situation”  would  not 
be  likely  to  apply  to  a  place  where  the  accommodations  are 
almost  rough  in  their  simplicity.  That  the  inmates  are  of  a 
different  character  is  proved  from  the  willingness  with  which 
they  accept  places  found  for  them  in  the  country. 

It  is  not  the  least  useful  part  of  our  plan  that,  apart  from 
the  primary  object  of  providing  a  temporary  home  and  acting 
as  ail  agency  to  secure  a  permanent  one,  the  end  of  a  train¬ 
ing  school  is  also  to  some  extent  accomplished.  To  provide 
work  for  the  inmates  it  was  necessary  to  carry  on  industries  ; 
and  accordingly  a  laundry  and  sewing-room  are  both  in 
active  operation,  where  all  kinds  of  laundry  work  are  done, 
and  every  variety  of  article  is  turned  out,  from  ladies’  dresses, 
ulsters,  boys’  suits,  and  the  finest  white  needle-work,  to 
worsted  stockings  and  rag  rugs.  At  the  head  of  each  de¬ 
partment  is  a  competent  person,  who  makes  herself  respon¬ 
sible  for  every  article  that  is  sent  out  of  the  house. 

Under  the  supervision  of  the  Matron  or  her  assistants, 
the  inmates  also  do  all  the  household  work,  so  that  they  are 
receiving  a  constant  training  not  only  in  laundry  work  and 
sewing,  but  in  cooking  and  general  housework,  even  the 
most  incompetent  being  required  to  do  well  whatever  they 
undertake.  The  women  themselves  appreciate  and  profit 
by  this  training,  showing  almost  without  exception  an  eager¬ 
ness  to  learn  and  an  interest  and  pride  in  their  work 
which  are  very  encouraging.  Hardly  a  woman  leaves  the 
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Home  without  acknowledging  that  she  has  learned  some¬ 
thing  during  the  few  weeks  of  her  stay. 

This  probably  accounts  for  the  success  of  the  intelligence 
office,  as  mistresses  are  glad  to  secure  servants  who,  if  their 
training  has  been  short,  have  at  least  been  taught  how  work 
ought  to  be  done.  Office  fees  are  not  obligatory.  It  is 
hoped,  however,  that  those  who  obtain  satisfactory  servants 
by  the  help  of  the  Home  will  be  willing  to  acknowledge 
their  obligation  and  show  their  interest  in  its  success  by 
giving,  as  a  donation,  what  they  would  have  been  expected 
to  pay  at  an  ordinary  intelligence  office. 

Although  outside  relief  is  not  a  stated  part  of  the  plan,  it 
is  given,  in  the  shape  of  work,  to  numbers  who  every  morn¬ 
ing  apply  at  the  office  for  employment.  These  outsiders 
are  sent  in  answer  to  applications  from  any  persons  wishing 
to  be  supplied  with  women  to  do  washing  or  scrubbing  by 
the  day  or  hour,  whenever  there  happen  to  be  no  inmates 
suited  to  do  this  kind  of  work. 

Inmates  are  encouraged  to  report  to  the  Home  in  person 
or  by  writing,  after  they  have  left  for  situations  ;  and  this 
they  seem  glad  to  do,  those  who  are  in  or  near  the  city  sel¬ 
dom  failing  to  pay  us  a  visit  when  they  have  the  opportunity, 
and  often  coming  to  the  Sunday  afternoon  service.  In  this 
manner  a  hold  is  still  retained  over  them  after  they  have 
left  the  Home,  and  they  are  made  to  feel  that  they  are  not 
without  friends  to  whom  they  may  always  turn  for  advice  or 
help. 

If  sufficient  contributions  are  received  to  admit  of  carry¬ 
ing  on  and  enlarging  the  work,  it  is  hoped  that  it  may  event¬ 
ually  include  an  Industrial  School,  where  girls  from  outside 
as  well  as  inmates  may  be  taught  dress-making  and  the  use 
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of  sewing  machines.  In  the  Girls’  Industrial  School  of  the 
Children’s  Aid  Society,  in  New  York,  these  departments 
show  the  most  satisfactory  results,  three  hundred  girls  out 
of  the  four  hundred  who  received  instruction  in  the  Machine 
School  having  obtained  steady  employment.  The  Matron 
of  this  School,  in  her  annual  Report,  urges,  in  the  following 
words,  the  usefulness  and  importance  of  this  industrial  train¬ 
ing  for  girls  : 

“  One  of  the  leading  causes  why  so  many  make  shipwreck 
of  their  lives  is  that  they  do  not  know  how  to  do  anything 
well ,  and  cannot  compete  with  those  more  fortunate  in  this 
respect.  Let  a  girl  be  skilled  in  any  branch  of  industry, 
and  in  ordinary  times  she  is  almost  sure  of  employment 
with  good  remuneration.  A  consciousness  of  being  able 
to  do  anything  well  will  alone  conduce  largely  to  self- 
respect.” 

The  present  accommodations  are  quite  insufficient  for  the 
amount  of  custom  work  which  might  be  carried  on.  A 
larger  and  more  convenient  house,  by  making  it  possible  to 
enlarge  the  industrial  departments,  would  enable  the  Home 
to  become  more  nearly  self-supporting.  The  annual  sum 
now  required  to  make  up  the  deficiency  which  the  receipts 
do  not  cover  is  inside  of  $2,000,  and  it  is  hoped  and 
believed  that  each  year  this  deficiency  will  be  diminished. 
But  even  this  does  not  seem  a  very  large  amount  to  ask  of 
the  community  for  providing  suitable  homes,  and,  so  far  as 
may  be,  securing  the  welfare  of  from  eight  hundred  to  nine 
hundred  women  a  year. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  statement  will  be  read,  not  only  by 
those  who  are  already  friends  to  the  Home,  but  by  all  who 
have  felt  the  need  which  it  tries  to  meet  and  recognize  in  its 
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plan  a  good  aim  and  also  a  right  principle  in  carrying  it  out. 
There  are  many  ways  in  which  the  work  may  be  helped  on : 
by  buying  tickets  (for  sale  at  the  office),  by  applying 
for  servants,  by  sending  work  to  be  done  in  the  laundry 
or  sewing-room,  by  donations  of  garments  and  materials  of  all 
kinds,  including  even  odds  and  ends  of  cotton  or  woollen  cloth, 
and  by  contributions  of  money  whereby  the  future  existence 
of  the  Home  may  be  ensured  and  its  sphere  of  usefulness 
enlarged. 

An  instalment  of  interest  has  been  received  on  a  sum  of 
$500,  left  by  Miss  M.  C.  Ropes  to  be  given  to  some  charity 
at  the  discretion  of  her  brother,  Mr.  J.  C.  Ropes.  This 
bequest,  the  first  which  has  been  made  to  the  Home,  is 
most  gratefully  acknowledged. 

And  here  must  also  be  mentioned  the  kind  donations  of 
prints,  cotton  cloth,  towels,  and  stockings,  received  from  Mr. 
Eben  Wright,  of  the  firm  of  Wright,  Bliss,  &  Fabyan,  and 
Mr.  John  F.  Anderson,  of  Wheelwright,  Anderson,  &  Co.,  a 
package  of  cotton  batting  from  Jordan,  Marsh,  &  Co.,  crock¬ 
ery  from  Briggs  &  Co.,  and  twelve  Testaments  from  Mr.  J. 
B.  Clapp,  besides  many  other  generous  donations  of  clothes 
and  materials  sent  in  from  various  sources.  Vegetables  and 
fruits  in  their  season,  or  provisions  of  any  kind,  would  be 
most  thankfully  received,  and  such  gifts  would  tend  greatly 
to  diminish  the  household  expenses.  Donors  may  be 
spared  any  trouble  in  the  matter  by  simply  directing  a 
postal  card  to  the  Matron,  informing  her  of  articles  to  be 
had  on  being  sent  for. 

To  the  Hospital  Newspaper  Society  the  Home  is  in¬ 
debted  for  a  well-chosen  collection  of  books,  which  are  a 
never-failing,. source  of  enjoyment  to  the  inmates. 
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Nor  must  mention  be  omitted  of  the  kindness  of  those 
friends  who  devote  an  hour  every  Sunday  afternoon  to  hold¬ 
ing  a  service  for  the  inmates.  These  little  meetings,  wholly 
informal  and  unsectarian  in  their  character,  are  attended 
voluntarily  and  with  much  interest  by  a  very  large  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  inmates,  over  whom  they*  are  felt  to  have  an 
excellent  influence. 

May  it  not  be  hoped  that  others  will  occasionally 
devote  an  hour  in  the  evening  to  giving  the  inmates 
the  rare  treat  of  music  or  readings  ?  The  good  influence 
exerted  by  kindnesses  of  this  sort  is  incalculable,  and  the 
benefit  a  mutual  one.  For  surely  our  lives  must  be  en¬ 
riched  by  the  coming  in  contact  with  other  fellow-workers, 
and  meeting  them,  for  a  time  at  least,  face  to  face,  on  the 
common  ground  of  humanity. 

The  following  statement  will  show  the  amount  of  work 
accomplished  since  -the  opening  of  the  Home  up  to  the 
present  date. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  number  put  down  as  “  sent 
to  situations  ”  includes  only  those  for  whom  situations  were 
found  by  the  Matron  ;  but  a  number  of  the  women  admitted 
have  obtained  employment  from  other  sources,  or,  perhaps, 
availed  themselves  of  the  Home  while  waiting  for  work 
which  had  been  already  promised. 


May  1,  1877,  to  May  1,  1878. 


Number  of  women  admitted . 368 

,,  „  sent  to  places . .  .  160 

„  meals  paid  for  in  work . 1 7,329 

„  „  „  „  money .  1,883 

„  night  lodgings  paid  for  in  money . 714 


RECEIPTS. 

EXPENSES. 

From  Laundry . 

•  $785-53 

Provision  and  groceries  . 

.  $1,307.22 

yy 

Sewing  department  . 

.  401.43 

Sewing  department  .  . 

57-89 

yy 

Meals . 

.  234.21 

Laundry . 

61.57 

yy 

Lodgings  .... 

.  94.74 

Salaries . 

yy 

Tickets . 

92.00 

W  ages . 

yy 

Office  donations  .  . 

28.94 

Fuel . 

$1,636.85 

Gas  and  water  tax  .  .  . 

House  rent . 

162.21 

• 

• 

House  furnishing  .  .  . 

664.20 

• 

Printing  and  stationery  . 

54-99 

Balance,  from  subscriptions 

2,877.56 

Incidentals . 

48.81 

$4>5I4-4I 

$4,514.41 

A.  J.  SARGENT, 

Treasurer, 
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May  1,  1878,  to  January  1,  1879. 


Number  of  women  admitted .  572 

„  „  sent  to  places . 264 

„  „  „  hospitals .  13 

„  meals  paid  for  in  work . 1 5,367 

„  „  ,,  „  money  . 1,030 

„  night  lodgings  paid  for  in  money . 341 


RECEIPTS. 

From  Laundry . 

EXPENSES. 

Provisions  and  groceries 

$778.80 

„  Sewing  department  . 

.  384.06 

Sewing  department  .  . 

40.80 

„  Meals . 

.  128.77 

Laundry . 

68.34 

„  Lodgings . 

„  Tickets . 

„  Office  donations  .  . 

7-75 

.  34.00 

$1,183.35 

Salaries . 

Wages . 

Fuel . 

Gas  and  water  tax  .  .  . 

House  rent . 

117.36 

32.87 

• 

House  furnishing  .  .  . 

134-77 

Printing  and  stationery  . 

10.07 

Balance,  from  subscriptions 

1,272.38 

Incidentals . 

46.00 

$2,455-73 

$2,455-73 

A.  J.  SARGENT, 

Treasurer , 
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LIST  OF  SUBSCRIBERS. 


Mrs.  E.  A.  Abbott, 

$5-oo 

Mrs.  J.  G.  Abbott, 

2.00 

Mrs.  Henry  Adams, 

25.00 

Mr.  Copley  Amory, 

5.00 

Mr.  F.  L.  Amory, 

10.00 

Miss  I.  L.  Amory, 

2.00 

Mrs.  Wm.  Amory, 

10.00 

Mrs.  N.  Anthony, 

1. 00 

Mrs.  Wm.  Appleton, 

20.00 

Mr.  T.  G.  Appleton, 

5.00 

Miss  Julia  A.  Appleton, 

25.00 

Mr.  E.  V.  Ashton, 

200.00 

Mrs.  Edward  Bangs, 

5.00 

Mrs.  C.  B.  Barnes, 

2.00 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Bell, 

3.00 

Mr.  E.  Pierson  Beebe, 

25.00 

Mr.  G.  H.  Bixby, 

1. 00 

Mrs.  Bigelow, 

5.00 

Mrs.  G.  T.  Bigelow, 

5.00 

Mrs.  E.  B.  Bigelow, 

3-5o 

Mr.  G.  B.  Blake, 

50.00 

Mr.  Blake, 

2.00 

Mrs.  T.  D.  Boardman, 

1. 00 

Mrs.  J.  N.  Borland, 

•  5-°° 

Mrs.  E.  F.  Bowditch, 

5.00 

Mrs.  N.  I.  Bowditch, 

60.00 

Mrs.  F.  H.  Bradlee, 

2.00 

Mr.  F.  W.  Bradlee, 

5.00 

Mrs,  Gardner  Brewer, 

20,00 

Miss  C.  A.  Brewer,  30.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  Brimmer,  50.00 
Mr.  Martin  Brimmer,  50.00 

Mrs.  Brown,  1.00 

Mrs.  P.  C.  Brooks,  jr.,  50.00 

Mrs.  S.  H.  Bullard,  5.00 

Mrs.  Wm.  Bullard,  10.00 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Bullard,  10.00 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Burnham,  5.00 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Burnham,  jr.,  5.00 

J.  D.  B.,  10.00 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Cabot,  25.00 

Mr.  J.  Caldwell,  1.00 

Miss  A.  P.  Cary,  30.00 

Mr.  W.  F.  Cary,  50.00 

Mrs.  Caswell,  5.00 

Mrs.  Chase,  1.00 

Mrs.  Arthur  Cheney,  10.00 

Miss  Chickering,  2.00 

Mr.  E.  C.  Clarke,  10.00 

Mrs.  A.  Cochrane,  10.00 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Codman,  5.00 

Mrs.  Robert  Codman,  5.00 

Mrs.  T.  Jefferson  Coolidge,  10.00 

Mrs.  J.  Randolph  Coolidge,  10.00 

Mrs.  B.  W.  Crowninshield,  2.00 

Miss  C.  Crowninshield,  25.00 

Miss  E.  Crowninshield,  5.00 

Mrs.  B.  R.  Curtis,  2.00 


Mrs.  C.  P.  Curtis,  jr., 

10.00 

Mrs.  G.  S.  Curtis, 

5.00 

Mrs.  T.  B.  Curtis, 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  G.  Cushing, 

10.00 

Mr.  T.  F.  Cushing, 

2.00 

Miss  M.  W.  Cushing, 

2.00 

Mr.  F.  Dabney, 

5.00 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Dalton, 

25.00 

Mrs.  C.  S.  Dana, 

10.00 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Dana, 

1. 00 

Mrs.  S.  T.  Dana, 

10.00 

Mrs.  Daniel  Denny, 

2.00 

Mrs.  C.  S.  Devens, 

2.60 

Mrs.  Franklin  Dexter, 

10.00 

Mr.  Arthur  Dexter, 

1 50.00 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Dodd, 

2.00 

Miss  S.  C.  Dorr, 

25.00 

S.  A.  D. 

5.00 

Mrs.  E.  H.  Eldredge, 

20.00 

Mrs.  G.  A.  Ellis, 

2.00 

Mr.  Everett, 

2.00 

Mrs.  Fay, 

25.00 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Fay, 

10.00 

Mrs.  R.  S.  Fay,  jr., 

75.00 

Mrs.  E.  N.  Fenno, 

2.00 

Mrs.  J.  N.  Fiske, 

5.00 

Mrs.  E.  R.  Fitz, 

2.00 

Mrs.  A.  Flagg, 

5.00 

Mrs.  John  M.  Forbes, 

30.00 

Mrs.  J.  Murray  Forbes, 

15.00 

Mrs.  Freeland, 

1. 00 

Mrs.  J.  French, 

5.00 

Mrs.  S.  P.  French, 

3.00 

Miss  Frothingham, 

2.00 

Mrs.  Gardner, 

10.00 

Mr.  G.  A.  Gardner, 

5.00 

Miss  Gibbs, 

1. 00 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Glidden, 

5.00 

Mrs.  K.  C.  Glidden, 

5.00 

Mrs.  C.  Gordon, 

5.00 

Mrs.  P.  Grant, 

5.00 

Mrs.  Horace  Gray, 

2.00 

Mr.  J.  C.  Gray, 

20.00 

Mr.  R.  C.  Greenleaf, 

5.00 

Mrs.  E.  S.  Grew, 

2.00 

Miss  C.  H.  Guild, 

10.00 

Mrs.  G.  S.  Hale, 

1. 00 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Hall, 

5.00 

Mrs.  Harding, 

2.00 

Mrs.  Haskell, 

1. 00 

Mrs.  Haskell, 

2.00 

Mrs.  W.  A.  Haskell, 

2.00 

Mrs.  W.  Hastings, 

2.00 

Mrs.  D.  H.  Hayden, 

5.00 

Mrs.  H.  J.  Hayden, 

20.00 

Mrs.  F.  B.  Hayes, 

5.00 

Miss  A.  B.  Henshaw, 

2.00 

Mrs.  A.  F.  Hervey, 

2.00 

Miss  S.  G.  Hinckley, 

1. 00 

Mrs.  I.  T.  Hoague, 

2.00 

Mrs.  Homans, 

2.00 

Mrs.  John  Homans, 

2.00 

Mrs.  S.  Hooper, 

50.00 

Miss  Alice  S.  Hooper, 

100.00 

Miss  Hovey,  \ 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Morse,  jr.,  > 

300.00 

Mr.  H.  S.  Hovey,  ) 

Mrs.  G.  D.  Howe, 

5.00 

Miss  E.  Howes, 

15.00 

Mrs.  C.  T.  Hubbard, 

20.00 

Mrs.  N.  D.  Hubbard, 

5.00 

Mrs.  Hunnewell, 

10.00 

Mrs.  A.  Hunnewell, 

2.00 

Mr.  F.  W.  Hunnewell, 

10.00 

Mrs.  Hollis  Hunnewell, 

10.00 

Mrs.  Walter  Hunnewell, 

5.00 
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Mrs.  J.  G.  Ingersoll. 

1. 00 

Mrs.  Charles  Jackson, 

30.00 

Mrs.  G.  A.  James, 

25.00 

Mrs.  John  Jeffries, 

5.00 

Mrs.  C.  A.  Johnson, 

5.00 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Johnson, 

5.00 

Mrs.  S.  Johnson, 

2.00 

Mrs.  E.  D.  Jordan, 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Jordan, 

1. 00 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Joy, 

5.00 

S.  J., 

5.00 

Mrs.  Hartman  Kuhn, 

20.00 

Mrs.  Lane, 

2.00 

Miss  Larkin, 

1. 00 

Mrs.  Abbott  Lawrence, 

5.00 

Mrs.  R.  M.  Lawrence, 

5.00 

Miss  E.  Lincoln, 

1. 00 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Little, 

3.00 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Little, 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Little,  jr., 

2.00 

Mrs.  G.  H.  Lodge, 

5.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  C.  Lodge, 

50.00 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Lodge, 

51.00 

Mrs.  J.  D.  Long, 

2.00 

Mrs.  S.  K.  Lothrop, 

1. 00 

Mrs.  T.  K.  Lothrop, 

5.00 

Mrs.  L.  Lovejoy, 

1. 00 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Lovering, 

5.00 

Miss  H.  C.  Lovering, 

5.00 

Miss  Anna  C.  Lowell, 

50.00 

Mr.  G.  H.  Lyell, 

1. 00 

Mrs.  Theodore  Lyman, 

50.00 

Mrs.  G.  Mackay, 

5.00 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Mackay, 

10.00 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Mason, 

5.00 

Mrs.  W.  P.  Mason, 

10.00 

Miss  E.  F.  Mason, 

225.00 

Miss  I.  M.  Mason, 

175.00 

Mrs.  F.  Merriam, 

25.00 

Rev.  Dr.  Miner, 

2.00 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Minot, 

5.00 

Mr.  G.  Minot, 

5.00 

Mr.  Wm.  Minot, 

20.00 

Mrs.  Monroe, 

1. 00 

Mrs.  S.  T.  Morse, 

2.00 

Mrs.  E.  Motley, 

5.00 

Mrs.  Mudge, 

5.00 

Mrs.  G.  A.  Newell, 

2.00 

Mrs.  F.  S.  Nichols, 

5.00 

Mrs.  H.  G.  Otis, 

10.00 

Mrs.  C.  G.  Page, 

1. 00 

Mrs.  F.  C.  Paine, 

30.00 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Parker, 

1. 00 

Mr.  S.  B.  Parlin, 

i. 00 

Mrs.  G.  R.  Payson, 

2.00 

Mrs.  William  Parsons, 

5.00 

Mr.  F.  H.  Peabody, 

50.00 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Peele, 

3.00 

Mr.  A.  T.  Perkins, 

25.00 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Phillips, 

50.00 

Mrs.  James  Phillips, 

2.00 

Mrs.  H.  W.  Pickering, 

10.00 

Mrs.  W.  D.  Pickman, 

10.00 

Mrs.  C.  L.  Pierson, 

20.00 

Mrs.  G.  L.  Pratt, 

20.00 

Mr.  R.  M.  Pratt, 

5.00 

Mr.  W.  G.  Prescott, 

5.00 

Mrs.  F.  0.  Prince, 

5.00 

Mrs.  G.  F.  Putnam, 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  Pickering  Putnam, 

40.00 

Miss  A.  C.  Putnam, 

3.00 

Miss  E.  C.  Putnam, 

3.00 

Miss  G.  L.  Putnam, 

70.00 

Mrs.  M.  Lowell  Putnam, 

50.00 

Dr.  C.  P.  Putnam, 

10.00 
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Mrs.  B.  T.  Reed, 

5.00 

Mrs.  L.  R.  Read, 

10.00 

Miss  Revere, 

•  2.00 

Mrs.  Richardson, 

1. 00 

Mrs.  H.  B.  Rogers, 

10.00 

Mr.  J.  C.  Rogers, 

5.00 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Rogers, 

1. 00 

Mrs.  George  Ropes, 

10.00 

Miss  M.  C.  Ropes, 

20.00 

Mr.  J.  C.  Ropes,  interest  on 

the 

bequest  of  Miss  M.  C.  Ropes,  15.00 

Mrs.  G.  R.  Russell, 

25.00 

Mrs.  S.  H.  Russell, 

2.00 

Mrs.  H.  Saltonstall, 

5.00 

Mrs.  E.  H.  Sampson, 

5.00 

Mrs.  Turner  Sargent, 

10.00 

Mrs.  Winthrop  Sargent, 

25.00 

Mrs.  J.  Sawyer, 

2.00 

Mrs.  S.  B.  Schlesinger, 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  Schumacher, 

1. 00 

Mr.  F.  R.  Sears, 

5.00 

Mrs.  P.  H.  Sears, 

2.00 

Mrs.  G.  B.  Shattuck, 

2.00 

Mrs.  Q.  A.  Shaw, 

1 50.00 

Mrs.  R.  G.'  Shaw, 

5.00 

Mrs.  H.  Snelling, 

2.00 

Mrs.  S.  G.  Snelling, 

2.00 

Mrs.  David  Snow, 

2.00 

Miss  A.  de  V.  Sohier, 

10.00 

Mr.  J.  L.  Stackpole, 

3.00 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Standish, 

3.00 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Stearns, 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  Stetson, 

3.00 

Mrs.  B.  F.  Stevens, 

1. 00 . 

Mrs.  F.  H.  Story, 

2.00 

Mrs.  W.  Sweet, 

1.50 

Mrs.  I.  T.  Talbot, 

1. 00 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Taylor, 

1. 00 

Miss  Taylor, 

1. 00 

Mrs.  G.  Thacher, 

2.00 

Mrs.  C.  Thayer, 

5.00 

Mrs.  N.  Thayer, 

50.00 

Mrs.  B.  Thaxter, 

2.00 

Mrs.  Thompson, 

1. 00 

Miss  Alice  A.  Towne, 

50.00 

Mrs.  G.  P.  Upham, 

5.00 

Mrs.  H.  S.  Wade, 

1. 00 

Mrs.  A.  F.  Wadsworth, 

2.00 

Miss  M.  A.  Wales, 

30.00 

Miss  Wales, 

1. 00 

Mrs.  G.  L.  Ward, 

3.00 

Mrs.  S.  D.  Warren, 

5.00 

Mrs.  D.  L.  Webster, 

2.00 

Mrs.  W.  F.  Weld, 

20.00 

Mrs.  W.  G.  Weld, 

5.00 

Mr.  Arioch  Wentworth, 

50.00 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Wharton, 

2.00 

Mrs.  W.  F.  Wharton, 

2.00 

Mrs.  Wheeler, 

2.00 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Wheelwright, 

5.00 

Mrs.  C.  J.  Whitmore, 

2.00 

The  Misses  Whitney, 

3.00 

Miss  A.  C.  Wigglesworth, 

25.00 

Miss  M.  Wigglesworth, 

5.00 

Mrs.  E.  Williams, 

2.00 

Mrs.  Winthrop, 

25.00 

Mrs.  Roger  Wolcott, 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Woodbury, 

1. 00 

Mrs.  Wright, 

1. 00 

Mrs.  B.  L.  Young, 

5.00 

473  Columbus  Avenue, 

3.00 

From  Friends, 

1 S5*00 

Proceeds  from  Private  Theatri 

• 

cals  in  Horticultural  Hall, 

467.00 
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IOn  payment  for  the  same  in  work,  the 
tearer  is  entitled  to  one  meal  or  lodging  at 
he  Temporary  Home,  327  Tremont  Street, 
3oston. 

The  following  industries  are  carried  on 
at  the  home: — 1.  Dress  and  pant  making, 
and  all  kinds  of  women’s  and  men’s  under¬ 
wear.  2.  Cleansing  and  repairing  gentle¬ 
men’s  clothing.  8.  Help  furnished  outside 
the  Home,  by  the*  week,  day,  or  hour,  at 
1234  cents  per  hour.  Family  washing, 
75  cents  per  dozen.  No  person  received 
who  is  under  the  influence  of  liquor.  Act¬ 
ing  as  an  Intelligence  Office,  the  home 
makes  no  charges. 

One  characteristic  feature  of  the  scheme 
should  be  noticed:  meals  or  lodgings  are 
not  given  in  charity;  the  applicant  pays  for 
[them  in  work;  (an  exception  to  this  rule  is 
)  necessarily  made  in  the  case  of  men  who 
bring  tickets,  as  there  is  not  at  present  any 
work  suitable  for  them  to  do).  Only  wo¬ 
men  are  received  as  lodgers. 

By  giving  applicants  for  charity  a  ticket 
rather  than  money,  the  evils  of  alms  giving 
|  are  avoided ;  the  lazy  are  not  encouraged  to 
1  live  by  beggary,  while  those  willing  to  do> 

1  work  can  always  obtain  it. 

I  The  Home  is  in  charge  of  a  capable 
[Matron,  and  is  under  the  supervision  of  a 
committee  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  who  pay 
frequent  visits  to  it. 

It  is  expected  that  the  scheme  will  be 
nearly  self-supporting  when  in  full  opera¬ 
tion — such  having  been  the  result  of  similar 
homes  in  other  cities.  Money  is,  however, 
needed  now,  to  complete  the  furnishing  and 
equipment  of  the  house. 

Donations  of  old  clothing,  quilts,  com¬ 
forters,  bedding  of  any  kind,  cotton  cloth, 
or  even  rags  to  make  mats  of,  and  materials 
of  every  description  will  be  gladly  received 
at  the  Home. 

Those  disposed  to  aid  this  attempt  to 
check  indiscriminate  alms-giving,  and  help 
the  industrious  poor,  can  send  contributions 
to  any  of  the  committee,  of  whom,  as  well 
as  at  the  Home,  tickets  can  be  had  at  $1.50 
per  dozen. 

Mrs.  Turner  Sargent,  59  Beacon  Street, 

Mrs.  John  E.  jlodge,  31  Beacon  Street, 

Mrs.  Cabot  Lodge,  31  Beacon  Street, 

Mrs.  James,  189  Beacon  Street 
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REPORT 
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OF  THE 

TEMPORARY  HOME  FOR  WORKING-WOMEN, 


327  TREMONT  STREET, 


FROM  JANUARY  i,  1879,  TO  JANUARY  1,  1880. 


INCORPORATED  MAY  20,  1878. 


BOSTON: 

PRESS  OF  W.  L.  DELAND  AND  SON, 
Congress  Building,  4  Post-office  Square. 

1880. 


BOARD  OF  MANAGERS. 


Miss  E.  F.  MASON,  President. 

Miss  G.  L.  PUTNAM,  Vice-President. 

Mrs.  TURNER  SARGENT,  Treasurer,  59  Beacon  Street. 
Mr.  ARTHUR  DEXTER,  Secretary. 

Mrs.  HARTMAN  KUHN. 

Mrs.  C.  P.  CURTIS,  Jr. 

Mrs.  R.  S.  FAY,  Jr. 

Mrs.  J.  C.  ROGERS. 

Miss  F.  E.  HORTON. 

Miss  M.  H.  DENNY. 

Mr.  G.  A.  JAMES. 

Mr.  C.  A.  PRINCE. 

Mr.  S.  HAMMOND. 

Mr.  G.  A.  GODDARD. 


Matron. 
Miss  TOLMAN. 


In  presenting  their  Annual  Report,  the  Managers  of  the 
Temporary  Home  for  Working- Women  are  glad  to  say  that 
the  year  has  been  a  satisfactory  one  in  all  respects.  The 
numbers  of  applicants  for  work  and  of  women  for  whom 
situations  have  been  found,  have  largely  increased.  The 
Home  has  been  carried  on  with  a  due  regard  to  economy, 
and  various  improvements  suggested  by  past  experience 
have  been  made. 

If  we  were  addressing  only  those  who  have  already  proved 
themselves  friendly  to  our  scheme,  we  should  not  feel  it  nec¬ 
essary  to  add  explanations  which  would  be  little  more  than 
repetitions  of  former  circulars  and  reports.  Hoping,  how¬ 
ever,  that  this  will  Tall  into  the  hands  of  some  who  are  not 
acquainted  with  the  objects  we  have  in  view,  we  wish  to 
state  these  briefly. 

The  cardinal  principle  upon  which  our  scheme  depends  is 
this  :  to  help  women  who  are  willing  to  help  themselves  — 
and  no  others.  The  Home  is  not  an  alms-giving  institu¬ 
tion  ;  it  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  antagonistic  to  the  schemes 
of  indiscriminate  relief  which  exist  here  under  various 
names,  and,  as  we  think,  in  too  great  numbers.  We  believe 
that  alms-giving,  except  in  cases  of  physical  infirmity,  is 
mischievous  ;  mischievous  to  the  individual,  as  encouraging 
habits  of  idleness  and  intemperance  ;  mischievous  to  the 
community,  because  such  easy-going  charity  increases  the 
evil  which  it  aims  to  relieve,  and  draws  into  our  city  more 
and  more  of  the  army  of  idlers  who  will  not  work  and  are 
not  ashamed  to  beg.  The  existence  of  such  a  class,  in 
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great  numbers,  is  a  positive  danger  to  large  cities.  It  is  the 
element  by  which  crime  and  disease  are  fed  and  propagated. 
Thoroughly  convinced  that  this  is  so,  we  take  pride  in  pro¬ 
claiming  that  the  idle  have  nothing  to  look  for  at  our  hands. 
The  woman  who  knocks  at  our  door  may  be  poor,  uneduca¬ 
ted,  friendless  —  she  may  even  have,  sinned  ;  we  do  not  as¬ 
sume  the  right  to  ask  whether  she  has  or  not ;  but  she 
must  have  enough  self-respect  to  wish  to  help  herself.  If 
she  has,  we  will  always  help  her.  If  she  knows  nothing 
more  than  how  to  scrub  a  floor,  we  will  find  a  floor  for  her 
to  scrub,  feed  and  lodge  her  in  return  for  her  labor,  and,  if 
possible,  find  her  a  place  where  she  can  permanently  sup¬ 
port  herself.  If  she  can  sew,  we  find  sewing  for  her  to  do  ; 
or  she  can  go  into  the  laundry,  if  fit  for  that  work.  And 
while  she  is  with  us,  until  a  situation  is  found  for  her,  she 
is  under  the  care  of  our  Matron  and  her  forewomen,  learn¬ 
ing  first,  habits  of  persona]  cleanliness,  and  secondly,  acquir¬ 
ing  skill  in  the  branch  of  work  she  selects.  For  the  woman 
with  stout  arms  who  only  knows  how  to  scrub,  for  the  skill¬ 
ful-fingered  embroiderer,  for  girls  who  know  how  to  cook 
a  little  and  wish  they  knew  more,  for  those  who  can  wash  and 
iron  a  dish-cloth  and  would  like  to  learn  the  finer  mysteries 
of  the  laundry  —  for  all  women  we  have  room,  except  for  the 
idle.  For  them  we  have  no  room. 

During  the  past  year  there  has  been  a  decided  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  character  of  the  applicants.  We  have  become 
known  to  women  of  a  higher  class  than  that  which  at  first 
furnished  the  bulk  of  the  applications.  We  think  this  a  very 
important  change.  While  recognizing  the  fact  that  women 
hardly  above  the  rank  of  tramps  have  a  right  to  call  on  us 
to  help  them,  provided  they  are  willing  to  work,  we  feel  that 
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comparatively  little  good  is  done  to  such  women  by  tempo¬ 
rary  shelter  and  food,  and  we  know  that  they  will  not  be 
likely  to  remain  long  in  any  situation  found  for  them  ; 
while,  of  course,  the  situations  which  can  be  found  for  such 
women  are  not  of  a  kind  to  promise  much  for  the  elevation 
or  permanent  benefit  of  the  applicants.  As  these  latter 
begin  to  come  from  better  classes,  we  feel  that  we  are  doing 
more  real  service  to  the  community  by  lending  them  a  help¬ 
ing  hand.  Whether  a  tramp  goes  to  one  place  or  another, 
there  is  but  little  hope  of  turning  her  into  a  useful  member 
of  society.  We  can  relieve  her  immediate  wants,  can  insist 
on  good  habits  and  cleanliness,  can  require  her  to  exert  her¬ 
self  for  her  support  as  long  as  she  is  under  our  care  or  in 
the  place  to  which  we  send  her ;  but  with  all  this  there  has 
always  been  an  uneasy  sense  that  the  good  we  might  do 
would  prove  only  temporary,  and  that,  before  long,  the  re¬ 
straints  of  a  life  of  industry  might  prove  irksome,  and  the 
object  of  our  efforts  might  too  probably  drift  away  and  re¬ 
sume  her  old  roving  and  begging  life. 

But  all  this  is  gradually  changing,  and  has  changed  much 
in  the  last  year.  Our  institution  has  become  more  widely 
known  to  the  other  charities  round  us,  to  the  people  of 
neighboring  towns,  and  to  the  Eastern  British  Provinces. 
The  importance  of  the  last  fact  will  be  understood  when  we 
state  that  the  keepers  of  the  vilest  dens  in  our  city  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  watching  for  the  arrival  of  friendless 
girls  from  the  eastward ;  that  regular  agents  were  employed 
to  address  them  with  offers  of  service  which  were  too 
often  thankfully  and  unsuspiciously  accepted — with  what  sad 
results  we  need  not  state.  We  have  made  particular  exer¬ 
tions  to  meet  such  cases  as  these.  By  advertisements  in 
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the  newspapers  of  the  Provinces,  by  corresponding  with  the 
local  clergymen  and  supplying  them  with  the  cards  of  the 
Home  for  distribution,  and  by  placing  these  cards  in  the 
hands  of  the  stewardesses  of  the  steamers  by  which  most 
of  the  girls  reach  Boston,  as  well  as  by  taking  pains  to  keep 
the  police  reminded  of  the  Home,  and  by  notices  in  the  rail¬ 
road  stations — by  these  means  we  think  we  have  made  our 
Home  so  widely  known  that  much  of  the  evil  has  been 
checked.  It  is  a  common  occurrence  now  for  girls  to  arrive 
at  the  Home,  having  come  straight  from  the  steamboat  with 
a  card  obtained  from  the  stewardess  or  else  ‘brought  with 
them  from  their  home. 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the  cases  which  have  occurred 
during  the  year. 

One  young  and  pretty  girl  who  had  been  an  inmate  of  our 
Home  for  a  short  time  went  out  in  search  of  a  place.  She 
was  accosted  in  the  street  by  a  well  dressed  person  whom 
she  took  for  a  lady,  who  happened  to  be  in  want  of  a  ser¬ 
vant.  The  girl’s  appearance  was  enough — the  lady  was  sure 
she  would  suit  her — and  would  engage  her  on  the  spot.  She 
could  come  home  to  her  house  at  once.  But  our  Matron 
had  been  so  kind  that  the  girl  felt  she  ought  to  take  her 
advice;  and  resisting  the  lady’s  pressing  offers  she  returned 
to  the  Home.  The  Matron’s  first  suspicions  were  confirmed 
when  the  “lady  ”  appeared  opposite  the  house  and  beckoned 
to  her  young  friend  to  come  out  and  join  her.  Inquiries 
were  instituted,  and  it  proved,  of  course,  that  the  girl  had 
been  saved  from  insult,  if  not  from  shame,  by  her  good  for¬ 
tune  in  having  come  first  to  the  Home,  and  so  feeling  she 
had  a  friend  to  take  counsel  with. 

Another  girl  from  Canada  met  with  a  similar  experience 
at  an  intelligence  office.  In  fact  these  offices  are  many  of 
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them  traps  for  the  unwary  :  sometimes  with  the  connivance 
of  the  proprietors,  sometimes  because  these  are  themselves 
deceived.  This  girl  heard  of  a  place  that  promised  so  well 
that  she  unhesitatingly  agreed  to  take  it  after  an  interview 
with  her  future  mistress.  She  came  back  to  the  Home  for 
her  trunk.  When  the  Matron  heard  what  a  fine  home  she 
was  going  to,  and  where  the  fine  house  was,  she  told  the  girl 
her  suspicions.  But  the  pleasant  manners  of  the  lady  had 
so  impressed  the  simple  girl  that  she  could  hardly  be  per¬ 
suaded  to  wait  until  some  inquiries  could  be  made.  She  had 
promised  and  must  go  at  once.  At  last  she  consented  to 
wait  a  day  ;  and  had  reason  to  be  grateful  to  the  sagacity 
and  promptness  of  our  Matron.  It  need  hardly  be  said  that 
the  lady  never  appeared  to  claim  her  servant. 

Another  excellent  girl  from  Maine  was  sent  from  the 
Home  to  a  situation  ;  after  six  months,  finding  the  work  too 
much  for  her  strength,  she  returned  to  us,  but  stopped  on 
her  way  at  an  employment  office  in  S— — street.  Here 
she  heard  of  a  place  in  Lynn  which  promised  so  well  that 
she  went  there.  It  was  a  house  of  the  vilest  description, 
and  she  tried  for  two  whole  days  before  she  could  make  her 
escape.  She  came  back  to  the  Home :  another  place  was 
found  for  her,  in  which  she  has  now  been  living  six  months, 
and  giving  perfect  satisfaction.  This  girl  knew  no  one  to 
whom  she  could  apply  except  the  Matron.  But  for  the 
Home  what  would  have  become  of  her? 

It  is  not  rare  that  a  newly  arrived  girl  comes  with  the  pit¬ 
iful  story  of  having  lost  her  purse,  with  her  little  all,  —  her 
pocket  has  been  picked,  either  while  she  was  asleep  in  the 
boat  or  on  the  cars.  Six  months  ago  a  carriage  stopped  at 
our  door.  The  Matron  hearing  screams  ran  out,  and  found 
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a  pretty  girl  of  seventeen,  fresh  from  the  Provinces,  in  an 
almost  frantic  state.  She  had  been  robbed  on  board  the 
boat,  and  had  landed  in  this  strange  city  without  a  friend  to 
turn  to.  Another  girl  who  was  a  passenger,  knowing  of  the 
“Home,”  had  persuaded  her  to  get  into  the  carriage  and 
accompanied  her  to  our  door.  But  her  new  acquaintance 
was  bound  for  a  place  and  could  not  delay.  The  poor  child 
(she  was  hardly  more,)  had  never  seen  a  city  in  all  her  life  ; 
she  had  lost  every  penny  ;  the  strange  noise  and  crowd  ex¬ 
cited  her  ;  and  when  she  saw  her  only  friend  leaving  her, 
she  was  in  a  piteous  state  of  fright  and  despair — really  almost 
out  of  her  mind.  But  she  had  found  good  friends  at  last. 
She  remained  a  week  at  the  Home,  when  a  situation  was 
found  for  her,  in  which  she  still  is.  Her  mistress  says  she 
is  “  the  delight  of  the  house.”  Only  seventeen,  very  attrac¬ 
tive,  penniless,  friendless,  and  hardly  knowing  what  she  did  in 
her  fright  —  what  were  her  chances  ?  May  we  not  say  we 
saved  this  girl  ? 

And  when  girls  have  once  made  acquaintance  with  the 
Home  and  our  excellent  Matron,  they  do  not  forget  it. 
They  send  other  friendless  girls  to  us, —  they  come  them¬ 
selves  to  get  clothes  made  or  ask  advice  in  buying  them. 
In  short,  they  feel  that  this  is  a  Home  for  them  in  every  sense. 
We  know  of  no  other  institution  which  undertakes  to  fill 
this  office.  There  are  places  where,  if  she  is  lucky,  a 
woman  can  live  on  charity  for  a  while.  With  us  she  does 
not  sacrifice  her  self  respect  by  asking  alms.  She  feels  that 
so  long  as  she  can  turn  to  us  she  is  practically  never  “  out 
of  a  place.” 

Such  a  scheme  as  ours  could  only  be  carried  on  by  the  aid 
of  exceptionally  competent  assistants.  It  is  but  justice  to 
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our  paid  officers  to  say  that  the  Board  of  Managers  are  sen¬ 
sible  how  much  they  owe  to  the  hearty  and  intelligent  co¬ 
operation  of  the  Matron,  Miss  Tolman,  and  the  heads  of  the 
sewing  and  laundry  rooms.  No  one  who  has  not  had  occa¬ 
sion  to  observe  the  difficulties  of  getting  good  work  done  by 
a  constantly-changing  set  of  workers,  can  realize  the  difficulty 
of  the  task  imposed  on  the  forewomen.  The  ladies  on  our 
board,  who  act  in  turn  as  weekly  visitors,  speak  with  the 
greatest  satisfaction  of  the  high  character  of  the  work  which 
is  accomplished ;  and  we  feel  grateful  to  the  forewomen  for 
the  way  in  which  they  perform  their  hard  labors.  The  duties 
of  the  Matron  are  such  that  all  of  our  number  are  constantly 
impressed  with  her  fitness  for  the  place  and  the  excel¬ 
lence  of  the  results.  The  Home  with  its  changing,  chance- 
selected  population,  is  more  nearly  like  a  quiet  private  family 
than  we  should  have  thought  possible — more  so  than  would 
be  possible  except  in  faithful  and  skilful  hands  guided  by 
great  good  judgment. 

The  Sunday  services  continue  to  be  a  very  pleasant  fea¬ 
ture  of  the  Home  —  a  good  many  women  coming  to  them 
besides  the  inmates.  The  whole  day  is  made  a  cheerful  and 
sociable  one :  the  women  meeting  in  the  parlors  to  read, 
chat,  and  sing. 

The  following  statement  will  show  the  amount  of  work 
accomplished  during  the  year. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  number  put  down  as 
“  sent  to  situations  ”  includes  only  those  for  whom  situations 
were  found  by  the  Matron ;  but  a  number  of  the  women 
admitted  have  obtained  employment  from1  other  sources,  or, 
perhaps,  availed  themselves  of  the  Home  while  waiting  for 
work  which  had  been  already  promised. 
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January  1,  1879,  to  January  1,  1880. 


Number  of  women  admitted . 836 

,,  ,,  sent  to  places  .  .  .  . . 462 

„  „  „  hospitals .  30 

,,  meals  paid  for  in  work .  21,390 

»  ,,  „  „  money  . 3,034 

,,  night  lodgings  paid  for  in  in  money .  928 


RECEIPTS. 

EXPENSES. 

From  Laundry  .  .  .  . 

$803.48 

Provisions  and  groceries 

$i , 1 9r  .38 

„  Sewing  department  . 

617.30 

Sewing  Department  .  . 

72.02 

„  Meals . 

310.80 

Laundry . 

74.00 

„  Lodgings  .  .  .  . 

„  Tickets  .  .  .  . 

„  Office  donations 

92.80 

18.50 

92.06 

Salaries . 

Wages . 

Fuel  . 

Gas  and  water  tax  .  . 

795-96 

174.43 

291.80 

78.48 

$1,934.94 

House  rent . 

900.00 

House  furnishing  .  .  . 

185.69 

Printing  and  stationery  . 

86.33 

Balance  from  subscriptions 

L952-39 

Incidentals . 

37.24 

$3^87.33 

3»8  87.33 

A.  J.  SARGENT, 

Accounts  approved,  Treasurtr. 

GEORGE  A.  GODDARD, 

A  uditor. 


January  7,  1880. 


The  list  which  closes  this  report  shows  that  we  have  many 
generous  friends.  Yet  we  need  much  more  money.  Our  scheme 
is  no  longer  an  experiment,  and  we  think  we  have  a  right  to  ask 
to  have  our  hands  strengthened,  sure  that  we  are  doing  good. 
We  are  still  in  the  house  where  we  began  our  work,  and  until  we 
had  satisfied  ourselves  and  could  show  others  that  the  plan  would 
succeed,  and  would  fill  a  real  want  in  the  community,  we  were 
content  to  go  on  in  a  small  way.  But  the  time  has  come  when 
we  have  outgrown  our  quarters.  We  have  the  most  pressing 
need  of  more  room  for  our  work-rooms,  and  above  all  for  our  laun¬ 
dry.  It  is  not  easy  to  find  such  a  house  as  we  require;  it  must 
be  airy  for  ventilation,  and  a  corner  lot  is  almost  indispensable. 
We  have  been  looking  round  for  months,  but  everything  available 
is  beyond  our  resources.  We  dread  running  into  debt.  And  so 
we  wish  to  appeal  to  every  one  who  reads  this  statement  to  look 
into  the  matter  personally,  to  visit  the  Home  and  see  what  we  do, 
and  how  we  do  it,  to  ask  himself  if  ours  is  not  a  practical  way  of 
helping  those  who  have  the  best  claim  to  be  helped —  if  we  are 
not  saving  women  and  girls  from  idleness,  crime,  and  shame  — 
teaching  them  self-respect,  and  showing  them  how  to  live  by  their 
own  exertions.  If  you  find  this  is  so,  will  you  not  help  us,  liber¬ 
ally,  largely,  that  we  may  make  our  Home  better  and  more 
useful ? 
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LIST  OF  CONTRIBUTORS  FOR  1879. 


Mrs.  E.  A.  Abbott, 

Mrs.  C.  F.  Adams, 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Amory, 

Mrs.  Wm.  Amory, 

Mrs.  Wm.  Appleton, 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Appleton, 

Mr.  T.  G.  Appleton, 

Mr.  E.  V:  Ashton, 

Mrs.  Edward  Bangs, 

Mrs.  C.  B.  Barnes, 

Mrs.  S.  Bartlett, 

Mr.  E.  Pierson  Beebe, 

Mrs.  G.  H.  Bixby, 

Mrs.  E.  B.  Bigelow, 

Mrs.  J.  N.  Borland, 

Mrs.  N.  I.  Bowditch, 

Mrs.  F.  H.  Bradlee, 

Mrs.  S.  Brooks, 

Mrs.  C.  Boyden, 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Burnham, 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Burnham,  jr., 

Mr.  J.  H.  Cabot, 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Cabot, 

Mr.  W.  F.  Cary, 

Miss  Chickering, 

Mrs.  T.  Jefferson  Coolidge, 
Mrs.  J.  Randolph  Coolidge, 
Miss  E.  Crowninshield, 

Mrs.  B.  R.  Curtis, 


$2.00 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Curtis,  jr. 

50.00 

20.00 

Mrs.  T.  F.  Cushing, 

5.00 

10.00 

10.00 

Mrs.  F.  Dabney, 

2.00 

IO.OQ 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Dalton, 

O 

O 

to 

N 

35-°° 

Mrs.  C.  S.  Dana, 

10.00 

3.00 

Mrs.  S.  T.  Dana, 

2.00 

250.00 

Mr.  James  Davis, 

50.00 

Mrs.  Franklin  Dexter, 

50.00 

2.00 

Mr.  Arthur  Dexter, 

50.00 

2.00 

Mr.  F.  Gordon  Dexter, 

50.00 

10.00 

Miss  S.  E.  Dorr, 

5.00 

0 

0 

tr~) 

D. 

5.00 

7.00 

2.00 

Mrs.  E.  H.  Eldridge, 

25.00 

5.00 

Mrs.  G.  A.  Ellis, 

2.00 

10.00 

10.00 

Mrs.  Fay, 

20.00 

50.00 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Fay, 

10.00 

5.00 

Mrs.  R.  S.  Fay,  jr., 

50.00 

5.00 

Mr.  R.  S.  Fay, 

25.00 

5.00 

Miss  S.  M.  Fay, 

5.00 

Mrs.  H.  D.  Fearing, 

10.00 

0 

0 

to 

n 

Mrs.  J.  N.  Fiske, 

3.00 

5.00 

Mrs.  A.  Flagg, 

5.00 

50.00 

Mrs.  J.  Murray  Forbes, 

10.00 

1. 00 

Mrs.  Freeland, 

1. 00 

10.00 

Miss  C.  A.  French, 

1. 00 

10.00 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Gardner, 

10.00 

2.00 

Mrs.  Glidden, 

2.00 

i3 


Mrs. 

J.  M.  Glidden, 

5.00 

Mrs.  A.  T.  Lyman, 

5.00 

Mrs. 

Horace  Gray, 

2.00 

Mrs.  Theodore  Lyman, 

25.00 

Mr.  J.  C.  Gray, 

50.00 

R.  M.  L., 

5.00 

Mrs. 

W.  H.  Harding, 

2.00 

Mrs.  Mason, 

5.00 

Mrs. 

W.  Hastings, 

2.00 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Mason, 

5.00 

Mrs. 

A.  Hemenway, 

50.00 

Miss  E.  F.  Mason,  for  1879, 

Mr. 

G.  Higginson, 

100.00 

1880,  and  1881. 

150.00 

Mrs. 

H.  L.  Higginson, 

50.00 

Miss  I.  M.  Mason,  for  1879, 

Mrs. 

S.  Hooper, 

50.00 

1880,  and  1881. 

1 50.00 

Miss 

A.  S.  Hooper, 

50.00 

Mr.  R.  M.  Mason, 

50.00 

Mrs. 

G.  D.  Howe, 

5.00 

Estate  of  R.  M.  Mason, 

100.00 

Miss 

E.  Howes, 

5.00 

Miss  Josephine  May, 

25.00 

Mrs. 

C.  T.  Hubbard, 

40.00 

Mrs.  F.  Merriam, 

10.00 

Mrs. 

N.  D.  Hubbard, 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  McGregor, 

25.00 

Mrs. 

Hunnewell, 

50.00 

Mrs.  F.  Morison, 

25.00 

Mrs. 

Hollis  Hunnewell, 

25.00 

C.  H.  M., 

2.00 

Mrs. 

Walter  Hunnewell, 

5.00 

J 

Mrs.  F.  S.  Nichols, 

4.00 

J.  W.  H., 

20.00 

Misses  Paine, 

10.00 

Mr. 

G.  A.  James, 

50.00 

Mr.  R.  T.  Paine,  jr., 

10.00 

Mrs. 

John  Jeffries, 

5.00 

Mr.  R.  T.  Parker, 

75.00 

Mrs. 

C.  A.  Johnson, 

5.00 

Mrs.  G.  R.  Payson, 

2.00 

Mrs. 

E.  C.  Johnson, 

5.00 

Mr.  O.  W.  Peabody, 

25.00 

Mrs. 

S.  Johnson, 

5.00 

Mrs.  A.  T.  Perkins, 

5.00 

Mrs. 

Hartman  Kuhn, 

25.00 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Phillips, 

10.00 

Mrs.  H.  W.  Pickering, 

5.00 

Mrs. 

T.  R.  Lambert, 

5.00 

Mrs.  W.  D.  Pickman, 

60.00 

Mrs. 

D.  H.  Lane, 

2.00 

Miss  E.  C.  Putnam, 

10.00 

Miss 

Larkin, 

1. 00 

Miss  G.  L.  Putnam, 

7  1 

50.00 

Mrs. 

Abbott  Lawrence, 

5.00 

R.  P. 

20.00 

Mrs. 

F.  M.  Lawrence, 

5-50 

Mrs.  H.  P.  Quincy, 

5.00 

Mrs. 

J.  Lawrence,  jr. 

5.00 

Mrs. 

J.  L.  Little, 

10.00 

Mrs.  L.  R.  Read, 

10.00 

Mrs. 

H.  C.  Lodge, 

50.00 

Mrs.  H.  B,  Rogers, 

5.00 

Mrs. 

G.  D.  Long, 

2.00 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Rogers, 

50.00 

Mrs. 

T.  K.  Lothrop, 

10.00 

Mrs.  George  Ropes, 

10.00 

Miss 

H.  C.  Lovering, 

5.00 

Mrs.  A.  W.  R. 

5.00 

Miss 

Anna  C.  Lowell, 

25.00 

Mr.  J.  C.  Ropes,  interest  on 

Mrs. 

Aug.  Lowell, 

10.00 

the  bequest  of  Miss  Ropes, 

30.00 

1 


H 


Mrs. 

H.  Saltonstall, 

10.00 

Mrs. 

Turner  Sargent, 

5.00 

Mrs. 

J.  Sawyer, 

1. 00 

Mrs. 

J.  Schouler, 

2.00 

Mrs. 

J.  M.  Sears, 

10.00 

Mrs. 

P.  H.  Sears, 

2.00 

Mrs. 

G.  O.  Shattuck, 

5.00 

Mrs. 

G.  H.  Shaw, 

25.00 

Mrs.  Q.  A.  Shaw, 

50.00 

Mrs. 

R.  G.  Shaw, 

10.00 

Mrs. 

S.  G.  Snelling, 

2.00 

Mrs. 

C.  S.  Storrow, 

2.00 

Mrs. 

F.  H.  Story, 

2.00 

Mrs. 

R.  Sullivan, 

5.00 

Mrs. 

C.  T.  Thayer, 

5.00 

Mrs. 

N.  Thayer, 

100.00 

Mrs. 

H.  Thayer, 

50.00 

Mrs. 

A.  G.  Thayer, 

25.00 

Mrs.  Ticknor,  10.00 

Miss  Ticknor,  5.00 

Miss  A.  N.  Towne,  10.00 

Mrs.  A.  F.  Wadsworth,  2.00 

Mrs.  William  W.  Wadsworth,  50.00 
Mr.  Herbert  Wadsworth,  50.00 

Miss  M.  A.  Wales,  25.00 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Ware,  20.00 

Mrs.  John  Ware,  5.00 

Miss  Jane  Welles,  50.00 

Mr.  Arioch  Wentworth,  50.00 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Wheelwright,  2.00 

Mrs.  C.  J.  Whitmore,  2.00 

Mrs.  E.  Wigglesworth,  20.00 

Miss  M.  Wigglesworth,  30.00 

Mrs.  Winthrop,  25.00 

B.  W.,  10.00 

From  Friends,  56.00 
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Matron. 
Miss  TOLMAN. 


The  past  year  has  been  one  of  successful  work  at  the 
Home.  The  increasing  number  of  applicants  has  shown  that 
a  real  need  is  answered  by  our  exertions,  and  we  are  glad  to 
be  able  to  assure  our  subscribers  that  in  so  far  as  our  best 
judgment  goes,  the  work  we  undertook  to  do  is  rightly  done. 
We  are  satisfied  that  we  adopted  at  the  outset  a  wise  and 
practicable  rule  in  determining  to  avoid  everything  like  alms¬ 
giving,  and  proposing  to  give  help,  in  food,  lodging,  and 
employment,  only  to  the  industrious.  Our  motto  is  “  help 
those  who  want  to  help  themselves ,”  and  we  have  lived  up 
to  it. 

The  result  is  that  the  class  which  seeks  our  aid  is  consid¬ 
erably  above  that  with  which  we  began.  A  new  institution 
of  a  benevolent,  if  not  charitable  kind,  attracts  in  the  outset 
many  idle  and  lazy  people  who  will  not  dig  and  are  not 
ashamed  to  beg.  These  are  fast  finding  out  that  the  Home  is 
no  place  for  them  ;  they  go  elsewhere  to  ask  alms  of  thought¬ 
less  good  nature,  and  leave  room  with  us  for  people  more 
worth  of  help,  who  are  more  willing  to  apply  to  us  for  it,  as 
they  are  brought  less  in  contact  with  tramps  or  paupers. 

The  general  plan  of  the  Home  is  so  familiar  to  all  who 
read  this  that  we  need  not  repeat  the  details  of  our  laundry, 
our  gratis  intelligence  office  or  our  sewing  rooms.  The  last 
is,  however,  not  patronized  as  well  as  it  deserves,  and  we 
remind  our  friends  that  a  competent  and  thorough  fore¬ 
woman  sees  that  all  kinds  of  sewing,  repairing,  dress-mak¬ 
ing,  & c.,  which  are  sent  to  us  are  faithfully  and  cheaply  done. 
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Our  friends  cannot  help  us  better  than  by  spreading  the 
knowledge  of  this  fact,  and  sending  us  work  by  which  the 
inmates  are  employed  and  educated,  and  something  is  done 
to  make  the  Home  more  nearly  self-supporting. 

A  very  pleasant  feature  of  our  scheme  has  developed  with 
the  longer  existence  of  the  Home,  in  the  number  of  girls 
who  come  back  to  us,  after  once  being  helped,  as  they  might 
to  the  home  of  a  friend  or  to  their  own  family,  when  their 
health  fails,  or  they  are  from  any  cause  temporarily  out  of 
employment.  It  might  be  feared  that  by  encouraging  this 
we  were  doing  too  much,  and  leading  them  to  be  too  easily 
dissatisfied  with  their  situations.  The  Matron  assures  us 
there  are  no  signs  of  this.  The  girls,  as  a  rule,  remain  in 
the  places  we  find  for  them.  The  self  respect  cultivated  at 
the  Home  seems  to  bear  its  fruits  ;  and  they  go  out  mean¬ 
ing  to  help  themselves,  and  not  to  rely  too  much  on  us. 
And  while  a  majority  of  the  new-comers  pay  for  their  board 
and  lodging  in  work,  those  who  return  after  a  time  generally 
pay  in  money.  Many  indeed  bring  their  wages  to  the 
Matron  from  week  to  week,  for  safe  keeping.  One  young 
girl  from  New  York  who  came  to  us  quite  penniless,  having 
had  her  pocket  picked  on  the  journey,  has  lived  in  the  family 
where  she  was  placed  until  now,  and  our  Matron  has  put 
more  than  three  hundred  dollars  into  a  Savings  Bank  for  her. 

If  our  girls  return  to  us  seriously  out  of  health  we  get 
them  admitted  to  a  hospital.  In  this  connection,  the  Matron 
has  an  interesting  case  to  tell  of,  where  she  was  able  to  do 
for  one  poor  girl  more  than  she  dared  ask  of  her  own  parents. 
She  was  from  Maine,  and  only  eighteen  years  old  when  she 
came  alone  to  Boston,  and  had  unfortunately  never  heard  of 


our  institution.  She  was  enticed  into  a  house  where  she 
was  ruined.  Her  early  training  had  been  good  ;  she  realized 
her  own  position,  but  did  not  know  where  to  turn  for  help. 
Her  parents  were  living,  but  she  dared  not  let  them 
hear  of  her  disgrace.  The  thought  of  the  life  which  was 
before  her,  remorse  for  her  fall,  and  despair  of  all  help,  was 
too  much  for  her  reason,  and  she  became  insane.  A  kind 
hand  now  led  her  to  the  Home.  The  house  was  full,  but 
one  of  the  inmates  gave  up  her  bed  and  slept  on  the  floor. 
The  Matron  stayed  with  the  poor  girl  every  minute  of  the 
next  day,  which  was  Sunday,  and  on  Monday  the  Directors 
of  Public  Institutions  admitted  her  to  the  Danvers  Asylum. 
There  she  recovered  her  reason  ;  and  when  discharged  she 
found  that  her  mother  had  learned  all  the  truth  from  the 
Matron,  and  been  persuaded  by  her  to  forgive  the  past  and 
take  the  wanderer  home  again. 

A  large  proportion  of  those  who  come  to  us  for  the  first 
time  still  consists  of  girls  from  the  Provinces,  arriving  here 
without  money  or  friends.  It  is  with  such  as  these  that  we 
see  most  clearly  the  immediate  good  we  are  doing.  The 
wharves  are  still  haunted  by  the  agents  of  disreputable 
houses,  seeking  the  girls’  acquaintance,  with  offers  of  assist¬ 
ance  and  easy  situations.  But  the  Home  has  become  so 
well  known  through  our  advertisements  in  the  provincial 
newspapers  and  the  cards  distributed  to  the  clergy  and  the 
stewardesses  on  the  boats,  that  fewer  and  fewer  fall  into  the 
net  spread  for  the  inexperienced.  When  we  consider  how 
helpless  these  girls  are  on  their  arrival,  how  many  chances 
they  run  of  getting  into  houses  where  they  would  be  dis¬ 
graced  even  if  they  escaped  ruin,  and  count  up  the  numbers 
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who  come  straight  to  us  on  landing,  we  feel  that  there  was 
indeed  a  need  of  such  a  Home  as  ours.  The  stewardess  of 
a  St.  John’s  boat,  lately  noticed  five  pretty  young  girls  looking 
helplessly  round  when  the  boat,  which  was  late,  reached  the 
wharf.  The  friends  they  expected  to  find  were  not  waiting  • 
it  was  after  dark ;  a  smooth-tongued  fellow  entered  into  con¬ 
versation  with  them,  telling  a  story  how  he  had  taken 
some  girls  to  his  house  the  week  before,  and  got  them  all 
places  at  $3.00  a  week.  Luckily  the  girls  asked  advice  of 
the  stewardess  ;  and  she  brought  them  to  us.  Places  were 
found  for  all  of  them  in  a  short  time,  and  they  are  still  living 
in  them. 

Some  of  the  Intelligence  offices  in  this  city  habitually 
send  girls  to  bad  houses.  It  is  hard  to  convict  anyone  of 
this  crime ;  for  the  keepers  of  the  offices  always  declare  they 
did  not  know  the  character  of  the  house.  But  we  can  often 
step  in  and  frustrate  these  attempts.  Quite  recently,  a  girl 
who  had  been  deceived  and  sent  to  such  a  house  had  to 
escape  by  stealth  ;  and  with  no  time  to  pack  her  trunk,  she 
came  running  to  the  Home  for  protection,  carrying  her 
clothes  over  her  arm. 

Our  Matron  lately  met  two  sisters,  of  14  and  16,  in  the 
street,  and  thinking  something  was  wrong,  invited  them  to 
go  with  her  to  the  Home.  A  little  kindness  brought  out 
their  story.  They  had  run  away  from  home  in  Maine  and 
were  friendless  in  Boston.  They  got  a  good  lecture,  and 
were  persuaded  to  go  back.  As  they  had  no  money,  the 
Matron  took  them  to  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad,  begged 
a  pass  for  them,  and  did  not  lose  sight  of  them  until  they 
started  in  the  train. 
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In  the  early  days  of  the  Home,  the  only  way  the  inmates 
cared  to  spend  their  evenings  was  in  walking  about  the 
streets.  However  objectionable  this  might  be,  the  Matron 
had  clearly  no  power  to  forbid  it,  and  could  only  try  to  make 
the  home  so  cheerful  and  attractive  that  the  women  would 
not  care  to  leave  it.  Her  efforts  have  been  very  successful. 
A  feeling  has  grown  up  in  the  Home  against  these  evening 
rambles  ;  they  are  not  favorably  regarded  by  the  inmates 
themselves.  The  family  meets  in  the  parlor,  and  reads  ; 
sometimes  one  reads  aloud  to  the  rest.  The  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association  has  kindly  sent  us  liberal  supplies  of 
books  and  papers.  One  kind  friend  has  visited  the  Home 
on  Sundays  for  more  than  two  years,  and  conducted  reading 
and  singing  exercises,  which  have  proved  very  popular.  Our 
Matron  says  also  that  hers  is  a  very  church-going  family. 

The  Board  of  Managers  feel  called  upon  to  renew  the 
expression  of  their  great  satisfaction  with  the  manner  in 
which  the  Matron  and  her  assistants  perform  their  difficult 
tasks.  It  is  a  matter  of  no  little  delicacy  to  keep  an  establish¬ 
ment  of  constantly  changing  members  in  good  order,  to 
maintain  the  high  standard  of  neatness  which  the  Home 
displays,  and  at  the  same  time  to  succeed  in  inspiring  the 
inmates  with  a  feeling  that  they  have  in  the  Matron  a  kind 
friend.  Miss  Tolman’s  success  in  this  continues  to  prove  her 
exceptional  fitness  for  the  post  she  occupies  ;  and  she  de¬ 
serves  the  cordial  thanks  of  the  Board. 

The  figures  given  on  the  next  page,  when  compared  with 
those  for  last  year  show  an  increase  in  the  number  of  women 
admitted  and  placed,  in  the  meals  furnished,  and  especially 
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in  the  number  of  lodgings  paid  for  in  money.  This  last 
fact  proves  that  a  better  class  of  women  has  learned  the 
way  to  our  door.  The  total  amount  earned  at  the  Home 
bears  a  larger  proportion  to  the  expenses  ;  in  other  words, 
we  are  somewhat  nearer  to  being  self-supporting.  But  we 
are  much  further  from  it  than  we  hope  to  be.  The  sewing 
department  has  actually  earned  less  than  last  year.  As  we 
are  sure  that  there  is  no  falling  off  in  the  good  quality  of 
our  work  we  feel  warranted  in  calling  especial  attention  to 
this,  and  asking  all  our  friends  to  give  us  more  work  to  do  in 
in  the  future. 

The  following  statement  will  show  the  amount  of  work 
accomplished  during  the  year. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  number  put  down  as 
“  sent  to  situations  ”  includes  only  those  for  whom  situations 
were  found  by  the  Matron  ;  but  a  number  of  the  women 
admitted  have  obtained  employment  from  other  sources,  or, 
perhaps,  availed  themselves  of  the  Home  while  waiting  for 
work  which  had  already  been  promised. 


January  1,  1880,  to  January  1,  1881. 


Number  of  women  admitted . 962 

„  „  sent  to  places . 494 

„  ,,  „  hospitals .  44 

„  meals  paid  for  in  work .  22,943 

>>  >)  }>  >)  money .  4*663 

„  night  lodgings  paid  for  in  money . 2,388 
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With  the  increase  of  work  it  has  become  more  and  more 
evident  that  we  cannot  remain  in  our  present  quarters. 
These  did  fairly  well  for  a  beginning,  and  were  as  costly  as 
we- dared  to  engage  when  our  undertaking  was  an  experi¬ 
ment.  They  are,  however,  quite  inadequate  to  our  wants. 
The  laundry  is  one  of  our  most  important  branches ;  and  it 
is  carried  on  in  a  room  so  inconvenient  and  insufficient  that 
the  Board  of  Managers  has  never  ceased  to  wonder  how  the 
work  could  be  done  and  done  so  well.  They  are  very  sen¬ 
sible  of  the  thanks  they  owe  to  the  head  laundress  for  the 
zeal  and  good  nature  which  has  succeeded  in  spite  of 
obstacles. 

We  have  given  a  great  deal  of  thought  and  exertion  to 
obtaining  more  room.  It  was  our  hope  that  the  adjoining 
house  might  be  hired,  and  connected  by  doors  in  the  walls 
with  the  old  house.  When  this  was  found  impracticable, 
we  employed  brokers  and  advertised.  But  we  failed  to  find 
a  place  suited  to  our  wants.  We  have  now  under  consider¬ 
ation  a  proposition  to  put  up  a  good  sized  house  on  a  vacant 
lot  not  far  from  our  old  stand  and  let  it  to  us  for  a  term  of 
years.  It  is  not  only  that  the  prosperity  and  usefulness  of 
the  Home  would  be  increased  by  more  room — we  must  have 
it.  Women  are  turned  away  from  our  door  every  day  because 
the  Home  is  as  full  as  it  will  hold.  This  is  not  doing  the 
work  we  undertook  to  do.  We  must  have  room  enough  to 
take  in  all  worthy  cases  which  come  to  us  ;  and  we  shall  not 
be  satisfied  until  we  get  it. 

Of  course  a  larger  building  will  mean  a  larger  rent,  and 
will  require  a  considerable  outlay  for  furnishing.  We  shall 
devote  to  this  end  so  much  as  we  deem  prudent  of  our 


IO 


J 


accumulated  savings,  which  we  have  considered  as  a  build¬ 
ing  or  furnishing  fund  as  it  accumulated.  Our  increased 
expenses  will  be  partly  met,  also,  by  increase  in  the  payment 
for  work  done.  But  we  shall  need  all  the  help  we  can  com¬ 
mand  ;  and  we  earnestly  beg  our  old  subscribers  not  to 
withdraw  their  aid,  and  if  possible  to  induce  others  to  be¬ 
come  subscribers. 

We  feel  sure  that  there  are  many  persons  who 
have  not  looked  i?ito  our  undertaking  for  them¬ 
selves,  who  would  help  us  if  they  would  visit  the 
Home  and  make  full  inquiries  of  the  Matron.  We 
cordially  invite  all  to  do  this .  Spe?id  half  an  hour 
in  seemg  for  yourself  what  we  are  doing  and  how . 
look  at  the  work  performed  in  the  sewi?ig-rooms 
and  laundry.  If  you  see  anything  that  can  be 
improved  we  should  be  glad  of  your  criticism. 
Hut  see  if  you  do  not  think  this  Home  ought  to  be 
helped ;  a?id  help  it,  by  becoming  a  subscriber, 
and  by  sending  i?i  ?vork  to  do. 


Temporary  Home  for  Working-Women.  —  Annual  Account. 
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LIST  OF  CONTRIBUTORS  FOR  1880. 


Mrs.  C.  F.  Adams, 

$ 20.00 

Mrs.  Wm.  Appleton, 

5-00 

Mrs.  W111.  S.  Appleton, 

25.OO 

Mr.  T.  G.  Appleton, 

5.00 

Mrs.  S.  Bartlett, 

5.00 

Mr.  E.  Pearson  Beebe, 

50.00 

Mr.  J.  Arthur  Beebe, 

50.00 

Mrs.  N.  I.  Bowditch, 

10.00 

Mrs.  F.  H.  Bradlee, 

5.00 

Mrs.  P.  C.  Brooks, 

for  1880  and  1 88  r. 

100.00 

Mrs.  P.  C.  Brooks,  jr., 

50.00 

Mrs.  S.  Brooks, 

20.00 

Mrs.  M.  Brimmer, 

50.00 

Mr.  Causten  Browne, 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Cabot, 

20.00 

Mr.  W.  F.  Cary, 

50.00 

Miss  Chickering, 

2.00 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Coolidge,  jr., 

10.00 

Mrs.  T.  Jefferson  Coolidge, 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  Randolph  Coolidge, 

10.00 

Mrs.  B.  R.  Curtis, 

5.00 

Mrs.  H.  G.  Curtis, 

5.00 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Curtis,  jr., 

50.00 

Mrs.  F.  Dabney, 

2.00 

Mrs.  L.  S.  Dabney, 

5.00 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Dalton, 

10.00 

Mrs.  Janies  Davis 

25.00 

Miss  S.  Dehon, 

5.00 

Mrs.  Franklin  Dexter, 

50.00 

Mr.  Arthur  Dexter, 

50.00 

Mr.  F.  Gordon  Dexter, 

$50.00 

Miss  S.  E.  Dorr, 

5.00 

Mrs.  H.  Edwards, 

10.00 

Miss  Fay, 

5.00 

Mrs.  Fay, 

20.00 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Fay, 

10.00 

Mrs.  R.  S.  Fay,  jr., 

50.00 

Mrs.  M.  P.  Fearing, 

20.00 

Mrs.  A.  Flagg, 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  Murray  Forbes, 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Gardner, 

50.00 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Glidden, 

5.00 

Mr.  Geo.  A.  Goddard, 

50.00 

Mrs.  Horace  Gray, 

2.00 

Mrs.  PI.  J.  Hayden, 

20..00 

Mrs.  A.  Hemenway, 

50.00 

Mr.  G.  Higginson, 

50.00 

Mrs.  H.  L.  Higginson, 

50.00 

Mrs.  W.  Higginson, 

10.00 

Mrs.  S.  Hooper, 

100.00 

Miss  E.  Howes, 

20.00 

Mrs.  Hnnnewell, 

50.00 

Mr.  F.  W.  Hunnewell, 

25.00 

Mrs.  Hollis  Hunnewell, 

25.00 

Mrs.  Walter  Hunnewell, 

3.00 

Mr.  G.  A.  James, 

50.00 

Mrs.  John  Jeffries, 

5.00 

Mrs.  C.  A.  Johnson, 

5.00 

Mrs.  Hartman  Kuhn, 

25.00 

Mr.  H.  P.  Kidder, 

50.00 
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Mrs.  Abbott  Lawrence, 

$5.00 

Mrs.  H.  J.  Sargent, 

'  $5.00 

Mrs.  F.  W.  Lawrence, 

5.00 

Mrs.  Turner  Sargent, 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Little, 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  Schouler, 

2.00 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Lodge, 

50.00 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Sears, 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  D.  Long, 

2.00 

Mrs.  P.  H.  Sears, 

3.00 

Mrs.  T.  K.  Lothrop, 

10.00 

Mrs.  G.  O.  Shattuck, 

5.00 

Mrs.  Aug.  Lowell, 

10.00 

Mrs.  G.  IT.  Shaw, 

20.00 

Miss  G.  Lowell, 

10.00 

Mrs.  Q.  A.  Shaw, 

50.00 

Mrs.  A.  T.  Lyman, 

5.00 

Mrs.  C.  S.  Storrow, 

5.00 

Mrs.  Theodore  Lyman, 

5.00 

Mrs.  F.  H.  Story, 

2.00 

Mrs.  R.  Sullivan, 

5.00 

Mrs.  W.  P.  Mason, 

5.00 

Miss  Josephine  May, 

25.00 

Mrs.  C.  T.  Thayer, 

5.00 

Mr.  Charles  Merriam, 

25.00 

Mrs.  N.  Thayer, 

50.00 

Miss  H.  Thayer, 

50.06 

Mrs.  F.  S.  Nichols, 

5.00 

Miss  A.  G.  Thayer, 

25.00 

Mrs.  G.  H.  Norman, 

10.00 

Miss  Ticknor, 

5.00 

Misses  Paine, 

10.00 

Mrs.  G.  P.  Upham, 

10.00 

Mr.  R.  T.  Paine,  jr., 

10.00 

Mrs.  G.  B.  Upton, 

10.00 

Mr.  R.  T.  Parker, 

50.00 

Mrs.  G.  R.  Payson, 

5.00 

Mrs.  William  W.  Wadsworth, 

Mrs.  C.  L.  Peirson, 

25.00 

for  1880  and  1881, 

•100.00 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Phillips, 

50.00 

Mr.  Herbert  Wadsworth, 

Mrs.  H.  W.  Pickering, 

10.00 

for  1880  and  1881, 

100.00 

Miss  G.  L.  Putnam, 

50.00 

Miss  M.  A.  Wales, 

20.00 

Mrs.  J.  Pickering  Putnam, 

20.00 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Ware, 

20.00 

Mrs.  H.  P.  Quincy, 

c.oo 

Mrs.  S.  D.  Warren, 

10.00 

Mrs.  F.  M.  Weld, 

10.00 

Mrs.  L.  R.  Reed, 

TO. OO 

Miss  Jane  Welles, 

50.00 

Mrs.  Royal  E.  Robbins, 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Wheelwright, 

5.00 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Robeson, 

25.OO 

Mrs.  C.  J.  Whitmore, 

2.00 

Mrs.  H.  B.  Rogers, 

5.00 

Mrs.  E.  Wigglesworth, 

20.00 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Rogers, 

50.00 

Mrs.  Winthrop, 

25.00 

Mrs.  George  Ropes, 

10.00 

B.  W. 

10.00 

Mr.  J.  C.  Ropes,  interest  on  the 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Wolcott, 

50.00 

bequest  of  Miss  Ropes, 

30.00 

Beverly  Wright, 

50.00 

From  Friends, 

Q0.00 

Miss  A.  G.  Salisbury, 

5.00 

Mrs.  Henry  Saltonstall, 

10.00 

Total, 

$2,945.00 

FORM  OF  BEQUEST. 


I  bequeath  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Temporary  Home  for 
Working-Women,  a  Corporation  under  the  laws  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  the  sum  of 
dollars,  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  said  Corporation. 


REPORT 


OF  THB 


Temporary  Home  for  Working-Women, 

■V 

126  PLEASANT  STREET, 

I  w 

FROM  JANUARY  i,  1882,  TO  JANUARY  1,  1883. 

.  -  . 

INCORPORATED  MAY  20,  1878. 


/ 

BOSTON : 

PRESS  OF  DELAND  &  BARTA, 

54  Pearl  Street. 

1883. 


BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 


Miss  E.  F.  MASON,  President. 

Mrs.  C.  P.  CURTIS,  Vice-President. 

Mrs.  TURNER  SARGENT. 

Miss  F.  E.  HORTON,  Assistant  Treasurer. 

Mrs.  HARTMAN  KUHN. 

Mrs.  R.  S.  FAY,  Jr. 

Mrs.  J.  C.  ROGERS. 

Mrs.  GEORGE  TYSON. 

Mrs.  A.  F.  WADSWORTH. 

Miss  H.  M.  DENNY. 

Mr.  GEORGE  ABBOT  JAMES. 

Dr.  M.  H.  PRINCE. 

Mr.  R.  M.  CUSHING. 

Mr.  THEODORE  CHASE. 

Mr.'ROBERT  H.  BANCROFT,  Treasurer,  247  Beacon  Street. 
Mr.  ARTHUR  DEXTER,  Secretary,  56  Beacon  Street. 


Matron. 
Mrs.  FISHER. 
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“  Help  Those  Who  Want  to  Help  Themselves.” 


A  FEW  WORDS 

to  those  who  have  not  time  or  patience  to 
read  our  Report  through. 

This  is  a  TEMPORARY  home  for  women 

* 

WHO  WILL  WORK, 

and  no  others.  The  inmates  pay  for  their  lodging  and  board 
by  working  in  our  laundry  and  sewing-rooms  ;  and  we  find  them 
permanent  situations. 

Friendless  girls  arriving  in  Boston  find  a  safe  home  here. 

\ll  OF  gEWlNG  J^E  DOME  BY  1$  dpEApLY. 

THE  LAUNDRY 

DOES  GOOD  WORK  AT  VERY  LOW  PRICES.  1 

Our  present  quarters  give  us  ample  room  to  receive  all  who 
apply,  and  to  do  our  work  well.  But  we  need  money  and  more 
work  to  do,  especially  in  the  sewing-rooms. 

If  you  are  not  already  familiar  with  our  plan,  we  wish  you 
would  find  time  to  call  at  the  Home,  126  Pleasant  Street,  and 
look  into  things  for  yourselves.  Then,  if  you  like  what  you 
see,  help  us  with 

Money,  or  work  to  do. 


REPORT. 


Our  report  for  the  past  year  has  been  unavoidably 
delayed.  We  have  little  new  to  say  to  our  friends,  as  our 
work  has  gone  on  in  the  same  channels  as  hitherto.  The 
general  features  of  our  plan  have  now  been  gradually 
settled  by  experience,  and  have  been  so  fully  set  forth  in 
former  years  that  we  might  omit  any  more  particular  refer¬ 
ence  to  them,  if  we  were  addressing  only  old  friends.  This 
report  may  reach  some  persons  who  have  never  received 
the  preceding  ones  ;  and,  in  the  hope  of  enlisting  their 
sympathy  and  aid,  we  will  briefly  state 

WHAT  THE  HOME  IS. 

Its  name  and  its  motto  tell  the  whole  story  in  a  few 
words.  Starting  with  the  principle  that  only  those  who 
want  to  help  themselves  are  worth  holding  out  a  helping 
hand  to,  we  profess  to  have  a  Home  ready  to  receive  all 
respectable  women ;  not  an  almshouse,  where  lazy  people 
receive  charity  and  lose  their  self-respect ;  not  a  reformatory, 
but  a  place  where  respectable  girls  and  women  may  find  a 
home  for  a  short  time  and  feel  that  they  give  an  equivalent 
for  what  they  receive,  and  retain  their  self-respect  by  re-j 
taining  their  independence.  This  equivalent  is  generally 
work  in  the  laundry  or  the  sewing-rooms,  if  the  women 
have  skill  for  such  labor,  or  in  scrubbing,  etc.,  if  they  have 


6 


only  willing  hands  without  skill.  If  they  have  money  and 
prefer  to  pay  for  their  board  and  lodging,  they  can  do  so, 
and  remain  with  us  while  looking  for  employment,  or  until 
our  Matron  finds  them  a  place.  Our  doors  are  not  closed 
to  any  one  because  she  can  pay  for  her  board,  but  the 
Home  was  intended  primarily  for  women  without  money, 
and  such  have  the  first  claim  on  our  rooms  and  tables. 

We  did  not  found  the  Home  until  we  were  satisfied  there 
was  a  real  need  for  such  a  place.  There  is  a  constant 
stream  of  women,  generally  young,  flowing  into  a  city  as 
large  as  Boston,  who  come  with  no  definite  plans  and  only 
a  general  notion  that  they  shall  find  work  in  the  city.  If 
they  are  industrious  and  capable,  there  is  probably  some¬ 
thing  for  them  to  do,  if  they  can  only  find  it.  But  this 
takes  time ;  until  work  is  secured  their  position  is  a  very 
dangerous  one,  and  the  cheap  boarding-houses  are  among 
the  great  sources  of  danger, 


THE  HOME  IS  KNOWN 

to  the  police  officers,  hack  drivers  and  others  who  come  in 
contact  with  girls  just  arriving  in  Boston,  and  especially  to 
the  stewardesses  of  the  eastern  steamboats,  as  a  safe  refuge 
for  the  inexperienced.  Nobody  who  has  not  been  obliged 
to  look  into  the  facts  c^n  know  how  great  and  how  many 
dangers  beset  girls  who  arrive  in  a  great  city  where  they 
have  no  acquaintances.  Their  first  demand,  for  a  respect¬ 
able  boarding-house,  is  taken  advantage  of  by  agents  of  vile 
dens,  on  the  watch  to  catch  the  unwary.  This  is  true  even 
if  they  have  money  ;  if  they  have  none,  their  peril  is  greater 
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still.  The  officials  with  whom  the  girls  first  come  in  con¬ 
tact  on  their  arrival  have  learned  all  about  our  Home,  and 
constantly  send  them  at  once  to  us.  They  find  a  safe 
shelter  within  our  doors  until  they  procure  work,  or  until 
our  Matron  places  them  with  some  family  in  a  domestic 
capacity.  The  branch  of  our  work  which  we  may  call 


OUR  INTELLIGENCE  OFFICE 

has  grown  into  far  greater  importance  than  we  at  first  ex¬ 
pected.  People  who  have  engaged  one  girl  from  us  are  apt 
to  come  back  when  in  want  of  another.  A  reason  for  this 
may  be  found  in  this  fact, — that  the  course  of  life  at  the 
Home  teaches  the  inmates  more  than  would  be  expected, 
and  more  than  we  ourselves  were  inclined  to  hope.  What¬ 
ever  work  they  can  do,  be  it  sewing  or  laundry  work,  or 
simple  scrubbing  of  floors,  is  done  well.  They  learn  what 
good  work  is,  and  their  employers  appreciate  this  after 
engaging  them.  A  clergyman  lately  said,  in  the  hearing  of 
one  of  the  managers,  that  his  wife  preferred  to  get  a  girl 
from  the  Home,  because  she  had  found  that  what  our  girls 
could  do  they  did  in  the  right  way. 

In  April  last  Miss  Tolman  found  it  necessary  to  resign 
her  post  as  Matron.  Her  health  was  not  sufficient  for  the 
performance  of  the  duties  of  a  place  which  makes  great 
demands  on  the  energy  and  strength  of  the  incumbent. 
We  were  very  fortunate  in  obtaining  the  services  of  the 
present  Matron,  Mrs.  Fisher,  who  has  performed  the  duties 
of  her  office  since  her  appointment  in  a  most  acceptable 
manner.  We  hope  we  may  long  retain  her  assistance,  and 
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profit  by  her  interest  in  the  Home  and  the  capacity  she  has 
shown  thus  far  in  its  management. 

THE  LAUNDRY. 

The  grade  of  the  washing  sent  to  us  has  risen  during  the 
year,  and  it  was  found  indispensable  to  keep  one  or  two 
professional  laundresses  employed  in  addition  to  the  fore¬ 
woman  and  such  inmates  as  happen  at  any  time  to  be  com¬ 
petent  assistants.  The  attention  of  the  managers  was 

directed  to  a  state  of  things  which  looked  a  little  like 

• 

departing  from  our  plan  and  setting  up  a  professional  laun¬ 
dry,  rather  than  giving  employment  to  women  out  of  work 
A  committee  was  specially  named  to  look  into  this  question. 
They  reported,  after  full  investigation,  that  the  fears  ex¬ 
pressed  were  groundless.  A  very  large  proportion  of  the 
work  was  still  done  by  our  inmates  ;  none  of  these  who 
were  capable  of  assisting  in  the  laundry  were  displaced  by 
the  hired  labor,  and  the  financial  result  of  the  scheme  was 
satisfactory.  No  change  was  therefore  thought  advisable  ; 
and  the  work  goes  on  with  only  as  much  paid  labor  as  is 
found  necessary  to  do  the  work  well  and  with  profit  to  the 
institution.  It  will  readily  be  perceived  that  the  nicer  parts 
of  laundry  work,  such  as  shirts  and  ruffled  garments,  could 
not  be  expected  to  be  within  the  skill  of  most  of  the  women 
who  come  to  us.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  and  it  was  a 
strong  consideration  with  our  Board,  that  by  working  under 
the  direction  of  skilful  laundresses,  the  inmates  really  learn 
a  great  deal  which  will  be  useful  to  them  hereafter.  The 
paid  labor  in  our  laundry  is  in  the  proportion  of  two  to 
eight  of  unpaid.  But  this  proportion  is  of  course  a  fluctu¬ 
ating  one. 
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THE  SEWING  ROOM 

goes  on  as  well  as  we  can  expect,  excepting  for  one  fact : 
we  do  not  have  enough  work  to  do.  It  was  our  expectation 
that  this  would  be  the  principal  branch  of  our  industry. 
The  average  skill  of  women  who  came  to  us  would,  we 
thought,  be  greater  with  the  needle  than  in  any  other  way  ; 
and  we  anticipated  a  larger  proportional  amount  of  work  in 
sewing  than  in  washing.  Thus  far  it  has  not  proved  to  be 
so.  While  we  hardly  ever  have  too  much  labor  at  our  dis¬ 
posal  for  the  laundry,  it  does  happen  that  girls  who  could 
sew  neatly  find  no  work  ready  for  them  at  the  moment. 
We  think  that  if  the  public  knew  how  well  and  how  cheaply 
we  are  prepared  to  do  all  sorts  of  sewing,  we  should  be 
*  more  largely  patronized.  If  any  person  who  reads  this  re¬ 
port  has  Sewing ,  Repairing ,  etc.,  to  be  done,  let  her  (it  will 
probably  concern  the  ladies),  give  us  a  trial. 

'  A  FEW  CASES. 

As  a  general  rule  our  house  does  not  receive  inmates  on 
Sunday.  That  day  is  given  up  to  religious  and  social  exer¬ 
cises  calculated  to  make  it  like  a  home.  A  case  was,  how¬ 
ever,  lately  brought  to  the  Matron  which  called  for  a  waiving 
of  the  rule.  A  young  woman  had  arrived  in  Boston  quite 
friendless,  and  had  been  directed  to  a  “  perfectly  respect¬ 
able  ”  boarding-house,  and  where  “  they  would  take  good 
care  of  her.”  It  was  the  old  story  ;  and  she  soon  discov¬ 
ered  what  sort  of  a  den  she  had  been  lured  into.  Now 
what  could  she  have  done  if  she  had  not  heard  of  our 
Home?  She  did  hear  of  it,  in  some  way  or  other;  she 
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came  and  told  her  story  to  the  Matron,  was  at  once  admitted, 
and  in  a  few  days  was  helped  to  a  respectable  place  for  ser¬ 
vice.  There  is  nothing  dramatic,  nothing  very  new  in  this 
story.  Such  things  are  constantly  happening.  This  reads 
like  an  extract  from  some  one  of  our  former  reports.  But 
it  is  a  fact  that  occurred  lately ;  and  we  set  it  down  to  re¬ 
mind  the  benevolent  that  the  need  of  a  Home  like  ours  is 
one  that  still  exists  and  always  will  exist  as  long  as  there  are 
evil-disposed  people  ready  to  prey  upon  the  inexperienced. 

Though  we  do  not  willingly  receive  inebriates,  we  some¬ 
times  have  an  opportunity  to  save  those  who,  if  left  without 
a  friend,  would  lead  a  worthless  life.  One  woman,  whom 
we  knew,  came  to  seek  admission  after  closing  hours.  She 
was  so  intoxicated  that  it  seemed  best  to  let  the  police  care 
for  her  that  night.  But  our  Matron  did  not  want  her  to 
suffer  the  permanent  disgrace  of  going  to  the  Island  ;  so 
she  went  to  the  “  Tombs  ”  on  the  next  afternoon  (Sunday), 
and,  through  the  kindness  of  the  Superintendent  of  Police, 
the  woman  was  released  and  given  into  her  care.  She  has 
since  found  steady  employment ;  and  the  experience  has 
proved  a  lesson  which  has  not  yet  been  forgotten. 

An  intelligent  young  woman  with  no  home  had  been  em¬ 
ployed  by  a  firm  who  had  suspended  business,  thereby 
throwing  her  out  of  employment.  Her  regular  wages  in 
her  busy  days  allowed  her  only  fifty  cents  per  week  for 
spending  money  after  rent,  board,  etc.,  were  paid  ;  therefore, 
nothing  was  saved  for  the  emergency  in  which  she  then 
found  herself,  and  while  waiting  for  a  reply  from  an  aunt  to 
whom  she  had  sent  for  money,  she  was  turned  out  from  her 
lodging-room  and  knew  not  where  to  go.  With  joy  she 


heard  of  the  Home  where  she  could  work  in  payment  for 
board,  and  she  has  benefited  both  herself  and  the  Home  by 
her  industrious  habits,  and  again  found  steady  employment. 

Our  little  help  over  a  hard  place  has  this  year  saved 
many  young  people. 

One  quite  prepossessing  young  lady  left  home  to  get  an 
education  in  vocal  music  by  her  own  exertions  ;  but  ill 
health  and  disappointment  had  caused  her  to  well-nigh  give 
up  all  such  expectation  and  she  came  to  the  Home  to  secure  a 
position  for  domestic  service  ;  but  our  Matron  seeing  talent 
which  should  not  be  buried,  continued  to  encourage  it ;  and 
the  young  lady  is  now  given  the  free  use  of  piano,  and  makes 
herself  useful  among  truly  philanthropic  people. 

Our  Matron  often  receives  thanks  for  benefits  received 
at  the  Home.  Several  have  reminded  us  of  the  gentle, 
homelike  influence  and  the  improvements  they  have  been 
able  to  make  in  methods  of  work  and  helps  to  conquer 
self  in  various  ways.  One  writes,  “  I  should  like  to  tell  you 
how  I,  with  many  others  whom  I  know,  have  been  relieved 
and  blessed.  After  losing  all  my  money  and  nearly  break¬ 
ing  down  with  hard  work,  I  sought  sympathy  and  rest  at  the 
Home,  and  though  I  could  not  fully  have  paid  for  all  I  re¬ 
ceived,  yet  I  know  that  those  generous  ladies  and  gentlemen 
who  help  furnish  such  comforts  will  not  lose  their  reward.” 

The  following  statement  will  show  the  amount  of  work 
accomplished  during  the  year. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  number  put  down  as 
“  sent  to  situations  ”  includes  only  those  for  whom  situations 
were  found  by  the  Matron  ;  but  a  number  of  the  women 
admitted  have  obtained  employment  from  other  sources,  or 
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perhaps  availed  themselves  of  the  Home  while  waiting  for 
work  which  had  already  been  promised. 

January  1,  1882,  to  January  1 ,  1883. 


Number  of  women  admitted .  949 

,,  „  sent  to  places  \ .  275 

„  „  ,,  hospitals .  14 

„  meals  paid  for  in  work . 16,779 

„  ,*  ,»  >,  money . 3,693 

„  night  lodgings  paid  for  in  money . 3,195 


OUR  NEW  QUARTERS 

prove  satisfactory  in  arrangement  and  ample  in  accommoda¬ 
tions.  We  no  longer  have  to  shut  our  doors  against  anyone 
from  want  of  space  ;  we  have  room  for  all.  But  this  larger 
Home  costs  more  money.  If  our  friends  in  the  past  continue 
to  think  well  of  our  scheme,  they  must  not  fail  to  furnish  us 
with  the  means  of  continuing  our  good  work.  We,  ourselves 
are  as  strongly  impressed  as  ever  with  the  necessity  of  such 
an  institution  as  ours.  In  a  large  city  like  Boston  the  lazy, 
idle  pauper  is  sure  to  get  more  than  he  deserves  from  the 
careless  good-nature  of  well-to-do  people. 

We  appeal  to  people  who  think,  to 
HELP  THOSE  WHO  WANT  TO  HELP  THEMSELYES. 


mm 


Temporary  Home  for  Working- Women.  —  Annual  Account. 
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LIST  OF  SUBSCRIBERS  FOR  1882 


Mrs.  C.  F.  Adams,  $ 20.00 

Mr.  William  Amory,  10.00 

Mrs.  William  S.  Appleton,  25.00 

Mr.  R.  H.  Bancroft,  10.00 

Miss  C.  A.  Brewer,  10.00 

Mrs.  Shepherd  Brooks,  20.00 

Mrs.  W.  F.  Cary,  50.00 

Mrs.  J.  Randolph  Coolidge,  10.00 
Mrs.  T.  Jefferson  Coolidge,  10.00 
Mrs.  J.  T.  Coolidge,  Jr.,  10.00 

Mrs.  J.  Templeman  Coolidge,  5.00 
Mrs.  C.  P.  Curtis,  Jr.,  50.00 

Mr.  R.  M.  Cushing,  50.00 

Mrs.  L.  S.  Dabney,  5.00 

Mrs.  Dexter,  50.00 

Mr.  F.  Gordon  Dexter,  50.00 

Mr.  Arthur  Dexter,  50.00 

Miss  Susan  Dehon,  5.00 

Mrs.  A.  Flagg,  .  5.00 

A  Friend,  5.00 

'  -  s.  N 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Gardner,  10.00 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Glidden,  5.00 

Mr.  G.  A.  Goddard,  50.00 

Miss  E.  C.  Gray,  10.00 

Mrs.  S.  Hooper,  50.00 

Mrs.  H.  L.  Higginson,  50.00 

Mrs.  Waldo  Higginson,  5.00 


Mr.  George  Higginson, 

$50.00 

Mrs.  N.  D.  Hubbard, 

5.00 

Mrs.  Hunnewell, 

50.00 

Mrs.  Hollis  Hunnewell, 

25.00 

Mr.  F.  W.  Hunnewell, 

25.00 

Mr.  G.  A.  James, 

50.00 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Joy, 

10.00 

Mrs.  Hartman  Kuhn, 

25.00 

Mrs.  T.  Bigelow  Lawrence, 

50.00 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Lodge, 

50.00 

Mrs.  Augustus  Lowell, 

10.00 

Mr.  G.  G.  Lowell, 

10.00 

Miss  E.  F.  Mason, 

0 

0 

d 

»-o 

Miss  I.  M.  Mason, 

50.00 

Dr.  F.  Minot, 

5.00 

Mrs.  G.  H.  Norman, 

10.00 

Misses  Paine, 

10.00 

Mr.  R.  T.  Paine,  Jr., 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Philips, 

50.00 

Mrs.  G.  L.  Putnam, 

50.00 

Mrs.  W.  D.  Pickman, 

10.00 

Mr.  W.  A.  Prescott, 

20.00 

Mrs.  H.  Ik  Quincy, 

5.00 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Robbins, 

20.00 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Rogers, 

50.00 

Mrs.  George  Ropes, 

10.00 

i5 


Mrs.  H.  J.  Sargent, 

$5.00 

Miss  A.  G.  Thayer, 

$25.00 

Mrs.  Turner  Sargent, 

5.00 

Mrs.  George  Tyson, 

50.00 

Mrs.  Henry  Saltonstall, 

25.00 

Mrs.  R.  G.  Shaw, 

10.00 

Mrs.  William  Wadsworth, 

50.00 

Mrs.  Frederic  Stone, 

5.00 

Mr.  Herbert  Wadsworth, 

50.00 

Mrs.  F.  H.  Story, 

2.00 

Miss  M.  A.  Wales, 

20.00 

Mrs.  Quincy  A.  Shaw 

50.00 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Ware, 

20.00 

Mrs.  F.  M.  Weld, 

10.00 

Mrs.  N.  Thayer, 

50.00 

Mrs.  Sarah  W.  Whitman, 

25.00 

Mrs.  C.  T.  Thayer, 

5.00 

Mrs.  Winthrop, 

25.00 

Miss  H.  Thayer, 

5.00 

Beverly  Wright, 

50.00 

DONATIONS. 


An  Old  Bostonian, 

$500.00 

Mrs.  B.  W.  Crowninshield, 

$5.00 

Mrs.  E.  A.  Abbott, 

5.00 

Mrs.  H.  G.  Curtis, 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Abbott, 

5.00 

Mrs.  G.  S.  Curtis, 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Anderson, 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Curtis, 

5.00 

Mrs.  William  Appleton, 

10.00 

Mrs.  T.  F.  Cushing, 

4.00 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Beal, 

5.00 

Mrs.  F.  Dabney, 

2.00 

Mr.  E.  Pierson  Beebe, 

50.00 

Mrs.  C.  S.  Dana, 

5.00 

Mr.  J.  Arthur  Beebe, 

50.00 

Mrs.  S.  T.  Dana, 

5.00 

Dr.  W.  S.  Bigelow, 

20.00 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Dalton, 

5.00 

Mrs.  George  Baty  Blake, 

10.00 

Miss  A.  W.  Davis, 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  Ingersoll  Bowditch, 

20.00 

Miss  Dorr, 

5.00 

Mrs.  N.  I.  Bowditch, 

10.00 

Mrs.  W.  F.  Duff, 

5.00 

Mrs.  F.  H.  Bradlee, 

10.00 

Mrs.  S.  O.  Brooks, 

25.00 

Easter  Offering  at  Trinity 

Mrs.  G.  Brooks, 

10.00 

Church, 

10.00 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Bullard, 

10.00 

Mrs.  E.  H.  Eldredge, 

25.00 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Burnham, 

25.00 

Dr.  C.  Ellis, 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Burnham,  Jr., 

5.00 

Mrs.  F.  A.  Eustis, 

5.00 

Mr.  William  Endicott,  Jr., 

50.00 

Mrs.  S.  B.  Cabot, 

20.00 

Mr.  Theodore  Chase, 

20.00 

Mrs.  Charles  Faulker, 

10.00 

Mrs.  G.  B.  Chase, 

5.00 

Mrs.  H.  H.  Fay, 

10.00 

Mrs.  Alexander  Cochrane, 

5.00 

Mrs.  W.  P.  Fay, 

10.00 

Miss  Grace  Coolidge, 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Fay, 

10.00 
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Miss  S.  M.  Fay, 

$5.00 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Fenno, 

5.00 

Mrs.  F.  L.  Fiske, 

5.0° 

Mrs.  J.  Murray  Forbes, 

10.00 

Miss  E.  Frothingham, 

5.00 

Mrs.  George  Gardner, 

20.00 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Gardner,  Jr., 

Ln. 

b 

0 

Miss  E.  Goodwin, 

5.00 

Mrs.  Horace  Gray, 

5.00 

Mrs.  H.  S.  Grew, 

10.00 

Mrs.  Franklin  Greene, 

IO.CO 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Guild, 

10.00 

Mrs.  H.  W.  Haynes, 

5.00 

Mrs.  D.  H.  Hayden, 

25.00 

Mrs.  F.  L.  Higginson, 

10.00 

Mrs.  E.  J.  Holmes, 

5.00 

Miss  Howes, 

20.00 

Mrs.  A.  Hunnewell, 

5.00 

Mrs.  C.  T.  Hubbard, 

10.00 

Mrs.  John  Jeffries, 

5.00 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Johnson, 

5.00 

Mr.  H.  P.  Kidder, 

50.00 

Mrs.  D.  P.  Kimball, 

20.00 

From  King’s  Chapel  Com- 

.  mittee  on  Charities, 

50.00 

Mrs.  Abbott  Lawrence, 

5.00 

Mrs.  Amory  A.  Lawrence, 

5.00 

Mrs.  James  Lawrence, 

5.00 

Mr.  James  Lawrence, 

25.00 

Mrs.  C.  W.  Leonard, 

5.00 

Mrs.  Henry  Lee, 

10.00 

Miss  Anna  C.  Lowell, 

25.00 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Lincoln, 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Little, 

5.00 

Mrs.  Theodore  Lyman, 

$25.00 

Mrs.  A.  T.  Lyman, 

5.00 

Mrs.  W.  P.  Mason, 

10.00 

Mr.  Charles  Merriam, 

25.00 

Mrs.  F.  Merriam, 

5.00 

Miss  Morrill, 

5.00 

Mrs.  C.  J.  Paine, 

5.00 

Mr.  R.  T.  Parker, 

50.00 

Mrs.  G.  R.  Payson, 

5.00 

Mrs.  A.  T.  Perkins, 

5.00 

Mrs.  H.  Pickering, 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  Pickering  Putnam, 

20.00 

Mrs.  L.  R.  Read, 

10.00 

Mrs.  B.  T.  Reed, 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  Revere, 

2.00 

Miss  Edith  Rotch, 

5.00 

Mrs.  B.  S.  Rotch, 

5.00 

Mrs.  Sarah  S.  Russell, 

25.00 

Mrs.  Wintlirop  Sargent, 

5.00 

Mrs.  K.  W.  Sears, 

5.00 

Mrs.  David  Sears, 

5.00 

Mr.  David  Sears, 

10.00 

Mrs.  G.  H.  Shaw, 

20.00 

Mrs.  G.  0.  Shattuck, 

5.00 

Mrs.  F.  Skinner, 

•  5.00 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Stevenson, 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Stevenson, 

5.00 

A.  M.  S., 

20.00 

Miss  Tappan, 

10.00 

Mrs.  Tappan, 

10.00 

Mrs.  E.  V.  R.  Thayer, 

5.00 

Mrs.  N.  Thayer,  Jr., 

Mrs.  G.  Ticknor, 

10.00 

5.00 

Miss  A.  E.  Ticknor, 

5.00 

1 7 


Mrs.  G.  B.  Upham, 

* 

$5.00 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Warren, 

5.00 

Mrs.  A.  S.  Weeks, 

500 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Weston, 

5.00 

Mrs.  C.  J.  Whitmore, 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  G.  Wetherell, 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Wheelwright, 

5.00 

Mrs.  E.  Wigglesworth, 

10.00 

Mrs.  Roger  Walcott, 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Walcott, 

$10.00 

J.  C.  W., 

5.00 

B.  W., 

20.00 

1 

Mrs.  B.  L.  Young, 

10.00 

From  Friends, 

41.00 

Total  Subscriptions 

and 

Donations, 

$3,786.00 

i 
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FORM  OF  BEQUEST. 


I  bequeath  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Temporary  Home  for 
Working-Women,  a  Corporation  under  the  laws  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  the  sum  of 
dollars,  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  said  Corporation. 


i 


REPORT  x 

OF  THE 

Temporary  Home  for  Working-Women 


126  PLEASANT  STREET, 


FROM  JANUARY  i,  1883,  TO  JANUARY  1,  18S4. 


INCORPORATED  MAY  20,  1878. 


BOSTON: 

PRESS  OF  DELAND  &  BARTA, 
54  Pearl  Street. 

1884. 


BOARD  OF  MANAGERS. 


Miss  E.  F.  MASON,  President. 

Mrs.  C.  P.  CURTIS,  Vice-President. 

Mrs.  TURNER  SARGENT. 

Miss  F.  E.  HORTON,  Assistant  Treasurer. 

Mrs.  HARTMAN  KUHN. 

Mrs.  R.  S.  FAY,  Jr. 

Mrs.  J.  C.  ROGERS. 

Mrs.  GEORGE  TYSON. 

Mrs.  A.  F.  WADSWORTH. 

Mrs.  HORATIO  G.  CURTIS. 

Miss  H.  M.  DENNY. 

Mr.  GEORGE  ABBOT  JAMES. 

Dr.  M.  H.  PRINCE. 

Mr.  R.  M.  CUSHING. 

Mr.  THEODORE  CHASE. 

Mr.  ROBERT  H.  BANCROFT,  Treasurer,  247  Beacon  Street. 
Mr.  ARTHUR  DEXTER,  Secretary,  56  Beacon  Street. 


Matron. 
Mrs.  FISHER. 


HELP  THOSE  WHO  WANT  TO  HELP  THEMSELVES. 


REPORT. 


History  repeats  itself  in  small  matters  as  well  as  in 
great.  The  experience  of  the  Home  since  our  last  report 
has  been  a  repetition  of  what  we  have  met  and  described 
in  former  years,  excepting  that  as  time  goes  on  and  the 
Home  becomes  more  widely  known,  it  shows  to  us  more 
and  more  clearly  that  such  a  place  is  needed  in  Boston, 
and  that  we  may  congratulate  our  subscribers  on  the  way 
they  are  answering  the  need.  The  Home  is  now  known 
to  most  people  in  Boston  who  are  apt  to  come  in  contact 
with  women  suddenly  placed  in  the  middle  of  a  large  city 
with  no  one  to  turn  to  for  counsel  and  no  place  where  they 
can  feel  safe  ;  and  they  send  such  women  to  us. 

To  our  old  friends  and  subscribers  the  story  of  the 
objects  of  the  Home  and  the  work  it  undertakes  to  do 
is  a  tale  more  than  twice  told.  They  may  judiciously  skip 
over  the  space  we  must  occupy  in  speaking  of  all  this. 

To  those  who  do  not  know  the  Home. 

Suppose  a  very  common  case,  such  as  occurs  every  day. 
A  girl  from  the  country  comes  to  Boston  with  no  particu¬ 
lar  place  in  view,  no  more  definite  idea  than  that  she  can 
find  work  when  she  gets  to  the  city.  She  needs,  first  of 
all,  a  respectable  place  to  live  in  until  she  finds  employ¬ 
ment.  The  keepers  of  disreputable  houses  employ  men 
and  women  to  watch  for  such  friendless  girls,  especially  at 
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the  docks  of  the  boats  from  the  eastern  provinces,  and  to 
decoy  them  away  by  promises  of  a  cheap  boarding  house 
and  employment  at  good  wages.  We  fight  this  danger  by 
distributing  our  card  to  the  stewardesses  of  the  steamers, 
and  the  police,  and  by  notices  in  the  railroad  stations. 
One  police  officer  has  brought  several  girls  to  the  Home, 
telling  them  it  is  “  the  best  place  in  Boston.”  The  Home 
has  become  so  well  known  by  these  means,  that  few  good 
girls  will  fail  to  hear  of  it. 

If  such  a  girl  comes  to  us  she  finds  just  what  she  needs. 
She  is  not  a  pauper  in  search  of  charity,  but  a  woman 
whose  self-respect  should  be  encouraged  by  giving  her  the 
means  of  supporting  herself.  If  she  has  money,  she  can 
remain  at  our  house  until  she  finds  work.  If  not,  she  can 
pay  for  her  food  and  lodging  by  her  own  labor  while 
looking  for  a  place  ;  and  our  Matron  will  help  her  to  get 
employment  in  either  case.  We  keep,  in  fact,  a  gratuitous 
intelligence  office,  and  it  is  very  gratifying  to  find  that  this 
branch  of  our  business  is  steadily  growing.  Employers 
and  employed  who  have  once  availed  themselves  of  our 
services  are  apt  to  come  back  when  they  find  themselves 
again  in  want.  Of  course,  this  is  partly  due  to  the  fact 
that  we  charge  no  fees  ;  but  that  is  not  the  only  reason. 
We  are  often  told  by  housekeepers  who  have  taken  girls 
from  us,  that  they  prefer  to  seek  help  from  us,  because 
while  they  were  with  us,  they  had  learned  to  do  their  work 
well.  As  to  the  inmates,  there  is  constant  proof  that  they 
look  on  our  house  as  a  real  home.  They  come  back  to 
ask  from  our  Matron  advice  and  help,  much  as  they  might 
go  to  a  relation  living  in  Boston.  This  is  abused  some- 
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times  ;  all  charities  are.  The  Matron’s  discretion  comes 
into  play  here. 

The  work  done  at  the  Home  is  of  several  kinds.  If  an 
inmate  can  do  nothing  more  skilful  than  washing  floors, 
there  is  enough  of  that  needed  to  keep  her  employed  and 
to  teach  her  to  do  it  thoroughly.  In  the  laundry  the 
women  learn  how  to  wash  clothes  well,  and  those  who  go 
to  the  ironing-room  are  made  really  good  ironers  under  the 
careful  eye  of  the  head  laundress.  All  sorts  of  needle¬ 
work,  from  plain  sewing  to  simple  dressmaking,  can  be 
learned  under  our  head  seamstress. 

The  Laundry  Work 

has  much  increased  during  the  past  year.  Our  present 
forewoman  in  this  department  is  thoroughly  competent, 
and  the  result,  in  both  the  quantity  of  work  done  and  the 
way  it  is  done,  is  most  satisfactory.  About  ninety  dozen 
pieces  is  our  present  weekly  average,  and  the  arrangements 
for  collecting,  separating,  washing,  ironing,  and  returning 
this  large  number  of  pieces,  are  believed  to  be  all  that  is 
required.  We  think  it  right  to  express  our  appreciation 
of  the  successful  efforts  of  our  head  laundress  in  a  task 
which  is  more  than  ordinarily  difficult  on  account  of  the 
constant  changes  of  workers  under  her. 


The  Sewing  Room 

is  not  a  success  to  anything  like  the  degree  we  have  ex¬ 
pected  and  still  hope  to  see  it.  There  are  so  many  house- 
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keepers  in  Boston  who  put  out  sewing  or  hire  seamstresses 
to  come  in  ancl  do  it,  that  we  think  we  only  need  to  bring 
our  sewing-rooms  into  more  general  notice  in  order  to  ob¬ 
tain  more  patronage  than  has  yet  been  given  to  us.  All 
sorts  of  needle-work,  except  of  course  fine  embroidery,  can 
be  done  by  us  well  and  very  cheaply.  It  should  be  remem¬ 
bered  that  we  do  not  have  to  pay  for  our  labor,  which  is 
given  in  return  for  board  and  lodging.  As  wc  do  not  try 
to  make  any  pecuniary  profit  from  it,  it  would  seem  that 
we  ought  to  do  it  on  very  reasonable  terms,  and  we  think 
we  do.  But  we  do  not  get  enough  custom.  We  often 
have  excellent  needle-women  idle  for  want  of  work.  Any 
friend  who  reads  this  report,  can  save  money  and  do  good 
to  others  by  letting  us  try  our  hand  at  repairing,  or  mend¬ 
ing,  or  any  of  the  many  kinds  of  sewing  which  must  be 
done  out  of  the  family.  If  friends  will  bear  this  in  mind, 
they  will  give  us  important  help  and  improve  the  only  fea¬ 
ture  of  our  plan  which  has  not  so  far  answered  our  expec¬ 
tations. 

When  all  our  inmates  are  not  needed  at  the  Home,  we 
send  some  of  them  out  in  answer  to  applications  for  work 
by  the  day  or  hour  ;  although  such  demands  are  generally 
filled  by  girls  who  live  in  the  neighborhood  and  come  in  to 
us  for  an  hour  in  the  morning  on  the  chance  of  getting 
employment.  We  are  obliged  to  state  that  we  are  not  re¬ 
sponsible  for  such  transient  inmates  ;  yet  many  of  them 
find  work  through  us  —  seventy-five  or  a  hundred  a  month. 
Of  course,  we  get  no  remuneration'  for  this  side  branch  of 
our  scheme  which  has  spontaneously  developed  itself. 

It  is  evident  that  we  cannot  guarantee  the  absolute  good 
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character  of  our  inmates.  All  the  Matron  can  do  is  to 
use  her  best  efforts  to  discriminate  between  worthy  appli¬ 
cants  and  others.  Many  have  to  be  refused  admittance, 
such  as  the  partially  insane,  confirmed  drunkards,  those  too 
old  to  work,  or  confirmed  invalids.  Occasionally,  women 
of  one  of  these  classes  are  brought  to  the  house  by  some 
kind-hearted  person  who  has  picked  her  up  in  the  street, 
and  is  very  indignant  that  her  new-found  protegee  is  not 
received  at  once. 

Our  Matron  testifies  to  the  general  cheerfulness  and 
good  spirit  shown  by  the  inmates.  Even  when  it  has  been 
necessary,  on  account  of  press  of  work,  to  call  for  volun¬ 
teers  who  will  labor  in  the  evening  or  during  part  of  a  holi¬ 
day,  the  call  has  been  readily  answered.  This  has  oftenest 
occurred  in  the  laundry,  where  the  forewoman,  Mrs.  Do- 
land,  shows  much  skill  and  tact  in  carrying  on  a  difficult 
work. 

All  nationalities  are  represented  among  our  women. 
But  during  the  past  year  there  has  been  an  unusually  large 
number  of  good  American  women,  temporarily  compelled 
to  seek  service. 


The  Lyman  Bequest. 

We  have  had  our  first  legacy  during  this  year,  and  we 
trust  it  may  not  be  thought  unbecoming  if  we  mention  the 
peculiar  circumstances  under  which  it  came  to  us.  The 
late  Charles  Lyman,  Esq.,  had  expressed  in  conversation 
with  his  daughter  his  intention  of  giving  something  to  the 
Home.  After  his  unexpected  death  his  daughter  learned 
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that  her  father  had  given  something  to  another  institution 
bearing  a  name  somewhat  like  ours.  Believing  that  her 
father  had  meant  to  aid  us,  Miss  Lyman  was  unwilling  his 
intentions  should  be  unfulfilled.  Although  no  exact  sum 
had  been  specified  in  the  conversation,  she  had  some  rea¬ 
son  to  think  Mr.  Lyman  had  meant  to  send  us  four  thou¬ 
sand  dollars,  and  we  received  from  her  this  generous  dona¬ 
tion,  to  be  considered  as  a  legacy  from  her  father.  We 
must  repeat  here  our  thanks  for  the  kindness  and  liberality 
of  the  gift.  We  call  attention  to  the  exact  corporate  name 
of  our  Home,  that  the  good  intentions  of  any  other  kind 
testator  may  not  run  any  risk  of  being  defeated. 

Sunday  has  been  again  this  year  observed  at  the  Home 
by  services  conducted  by  friends  engaged  through  the 
kindness  of  Rev.  Mr.  Waldron,  city  missionary,  aided  by 
the  Educational  and  Industrial  Union.  Mr.  David  Web¬ 
ster  has  given  us  the  use  of  a  piano,  which  greatly  adds  to 
the  interest  in  these  services,  and  has  also  served  us  in  a 
series  of  musical  entertainments  given  by  ladies  of  the  Young 
Women’s  Christian  Association.  The  Matron  has  held  a 
weekly  evening  class  for  improvement  in  reading,  writing  and 
arithmetic.  Much  interest  has  been  shown  in  these  classes 
and  a  marked  improvement  has  resulted.  By  these  and 
kindred  efforts  of  our  excellent  Matron,  the  inmates  are 
led  to  look  on  the  house  as  something  like  a  Home,  with 
excellent  effect  on  the  character  and  disposition  of  our 
women.  The  more  pleasant  and  cheerful  the  life  is  made 
the  better,  where  all  are  working  women.  To  keep  up  the 
association  of  labor  and  enjoyment  is  a  good  work  in  itself. 
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We  gratefully  acknowledge  donations  of  weekly  papers 
and  bound  magazines  from  Mr.  R.  Middleton  ;  papers  and 
magazines  from  the  Educational  and  Industrial  Union  ;  fruit 
from  Mr.  A.  F.  Whitcomb,  Jamaica  Plain  ;  Christmas 
letters  and  cards  from  the  City  Mission  ;  cloth  from  Mrs. 
C.  P.  Curtis  ;  papers  from  the  Boston  Young  Men’s  Chris¬ 
tian  Association. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  Home  has  received  es¬ 
pecial  attention  at  considerable  expense,  and  we  have  had 
little  illness  in  the  family.  Dr.  George  West  has  kindly 
given  us  medical  advice  whenever  it  was  needed. 

Financial. 

By  the  help  of  the  Lyman  bequest  we  have  been  able 
to  meet  our  expenses  this  year  and  a  little  more.  But  of 
course  we  cannot  expect  aid  of  that  kind  very  often.  The 
subscriptions  and  donations  for  1883  show  a  large  falling 
off  from  previous  years.  The  times  are  unfavorable,  we 
know,  and  we  are  very  grateful  to  those  who  help  us  ;  but 
unless  our  subscriptions  for  1884  are  materially  larger  than 
they  were  last  year,  we  shall  begin  to  run  behindhand. 

The  managers,  especially  the  ladies  among  them,  do  a 
great  deal  of  hard  work.  One  of  these  is  always  the  visi¬ 
tor  for  the  current  month,  and  by  her,  in  frequent  presence 
and  consultation  with  the  Matron,  the  various  questions 
arising  are  decided.  The  full  board  meets  once  a  month 
for  discussion  and  determination  of  all  matters  of  impor¬ 
tance.  These  duties,  which  are  faithfully  performed  by  the 
managers,  consume  much  of  their  time.  We  give  this  time 
gladly,  and  hope  that  all  who  believe  in  our  motto  will  aid 


; 


10 


us  by  sending  us  work  to  be  done,  and  by  liberal  subscrip¬ 
tions.  We  beg  all  our  old  subscribers  to  maintain  their 
past  liberality,  and  hope  that  this  Report  may  fall  into  the 
hands  of  some  who  will  now,  for  the  first  time,  do  some¬ 
thing  to  assist  us  to 

Help  those  who  want  to  Help  Themselves. 

The  following  statement  will  show  the  amount  of  work 
accomplished  during  the  year. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  number  put  down  as 
“sent  to  situations  ”  includes  only  those  for  whom  situa¬ 
tions  were  found  by  the  Matron ;  but  a  number  of  the 
women  admitted  have  obtained  employment  from  other 
sources,  or  perhaps  availed  themselves  of  the  Home  while 
waiting  for  work  which  had  already  been  promised. 

January  1,  1883 ,  to  January  1,  1881^. 


Number  of  women  admitted . 795 

„  „  sent  to  places . 216 

,,  ,,  „  hospitals .  8 

„  meals  paid  for  in  work . 14,390 

»,  »  „  »  money . 3,204 

,,  night  lodgings  paid  for  in  money .  345° 


Temporary  Home  for  Working- Women. —  Annual  Account. 
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LIST  OF  SUBSCRIBERS  FOR  1883. 


Mrs.  C.  F.  Adams, 

$ 20.00 

Mr.  William  Amory, 

10.00 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Appleton, 

25.00 

Mr.  R.  H.  Bancroft, 

10.00 

Miss  C.  A.  Brewer 

10.00 

Mrs.  S.  Brooks, 

20.00 

Mrs.  W.  F.  Cary, 

50.00 

Mrs.  J.  Randolph  Coolidge 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Coolidge,  Jr., 

10.00 

Mrs.  T.  Jefferson  Coolidge, 

10.00 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Curtis,  Jr., 

50.00 

Mrs.  L.  S.  Dabney, 

5.00 

Miss  Susan  Dehon, 

5.00 

Miss  H.  M.  Denny, 

10.00 

Mr.  Arthur  Dexter, 

50.00 

Mr.  F.  Gordon  Dexter, 

50.00 

Mrs.  Franklin  Dexter, 

50.00 

Mrs.  R.  S.  Fay,  Jr., 

50.00 

Mrs.  A.  Flagg, 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Gardner, 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Glidden, 

5.00 

Mr.  G.  A.  Goddard, 

50.00 

Miss  E.  C.  Gray, 

10.00 

Mrs.  H.  L.  Higginson, 

50.00 

Mrs.  Waldo  Higginson, 

5.00 

Mrs.  S.  Hooper, 

50.00 

Mrs.  N.  D.  Hubbard, 

5.00 

Mrs.  Hunnewell, 

$50.00 

Mr.  F.  W.  Hunnewell, 

25.00 

Mrs.  Hollis  Hunnewell, 

25.00 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Joy, 

10.00 

Mrs.  H.  Kuhn, 

25.00 

Mrs.  T.  Bigelow  Lawrence, 

50.00 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Lodge, 

50.00 

Mrs.  Augustus  Lowell, 

10.00 

Miss  E.  F.  Mason, 

50.00 

Miss  I.  M.  Mason, 

50.00 

Dr.  F.  Minot  for  ’83  and  ’84, 

10.00 

Misses  Paine, 

10.00 

Mr.  R.  T.  Paine,  Jr., 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Phillips, 

50.00 

Mrs.  W.  D.  Pickman, 

10.00 

Mr.  W.  A.  Prescott, 

20.00 

Miss  G.  L.  Putnam, 

-50.00 

Mrs.  J.  Pickering  Putnam, 

20.00 

Mrs.  PI.  P.  Quincy, 

5.00 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Robbins, 

20.00 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Rogers, 

50.00 

Mrs.  George  Ropes, 

10.00 

Mrs.  H.  Saltonstall, 

25.00 

Mrs.  H.  J.  Sargent, 

5.00 

Mrs.  Turner  Sargent, 

5.00 
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Mrs.  Q.  A.  Shaw, 

$50.00 

Mrs.  William  Wadsworth, 

$50.00 

Mrs.  R.  G.  Shaw, 

10.00 

Mr.  Herbert  Wadsworth, 

50.00 

Mrs.  F.  Stone, 

5.00 

Miss  M.  A.  Wales,  -- 

20.00 

Mrs.  F.  H.  Story, 

2.00 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Ware, 

20.00 

Mrs.  F.  M.  Weld, 

10.00 

Mrs.  C.  T.  Thayer, 

5.00 

Mrs.  S.  W.  Whitman, 

25.00 

Miss  H.  Thayer, 

50.00 

Beverly  Wright, 

50.00 

Mrs.  N.  Thayer, 

50.00 

Mrs.  George  Tyson, 

50.00 

A  Friend, 

5.00 

DONATIONS. 

Mrs.  J.  Abbott, 

$5.00 

Mrs.  S.  T.  Dana, 

$5.00 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Anderson, 

5.0° 

Miss  A.  W.  Davis, 

2.00 

Mr.  T.  G.  Appleton, 

5.00 

Mr.  S.  G.  Deblois, 

5.00 

Mrs.  William  Appleton, 

5.00 

F.  A.  M.  S., 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Beal, 

5.00 

Mrs.  Charles  Faulkner, 

5.00 

Mr.  E.  Pierson  Beebe, 

50.00 

Mrs.  Fay, 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Beebe, 

50.00 

Mrs.  H.  H.  Fay, 

5.00 

Mrs.  Bowditch, 

5.00 

Miss  S.  M.  Fay, 

5.00 

Mrs.  F.  H.  Bradlee, 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Fenno, 

5.00 

Mrs.  G.  Brooks, 

10.00 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Fitz, 

5.00 

Mrs.  P.  C.  Brooks,  Jr., 

5.0° 

Mrs.  S.  O.  Brooks, 

20.00 

Mrs.  G.  A.  Gardner, 

20.00 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Bullard, 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Gardner,  Jr., 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Burnham,  Jr., 

5.0° 

Miss  E.  Goodwin, 

5.00 

Cash, 

1 1. 00 

Mrs.  Horace  Gray, 

5.00 

Mrs.  G.  B.  Chase, 

5.00 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Guild, 

5.00 

Mrs.  Cochrane, 

5.00 

Miss  G.  Coolidge, 

5.0° 

Mrs.  F.  L.  Higginson, 

5.00 

Mrs.  H.  G.  Curtis, 

5.0° 

Miss  E.  Howes, 

20.00 

Mrs.  T.  F.  Cushing, 

5.00 

Mrs.  C.  T.  Hubbard, 

10.00 

Mrs.  Arthur  Hunnewell, 

5.00 

Mrs.  R.  Dabney, 

5.00 

Mrs.  H.  Dalton, 

5.0° 

s.  J-, 

5.00 

i 
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Mrs.  John  Jeffries, 

$5.00 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Johnson, 

5.00 

King’s  Chapel  Committee 

on 

Charities, 

50.00 

Mrs.  Abbott  Lawrence, 

5.00 

Mrs.  James  Lawrence, 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Little, 

10.00 

Miss  Anna  C.  Lowell, 

25.00 

Lyman  Bequest, 

4,000.00 

Mrs.  A.  T.  Lyman, 

5.00 

Mrs.  Mason, 

5.00 

Mr.  Charles  Merriam, 

25.00 

Miss  Morrill, 

3.00 

Miss  Laura  Norcross, 

5.00 

Mrs.  G.  D.  Oxnard, 

5.00 

Mrs.  C.  J.  Paine, 

5.00 

Mrs.  C.  L.  Peirson, 

20.00 

Mrs.  A.  T.  Perkins, 

5.00 

Mrs.  C.  C.  Perkins, 

5.00 

Mrs.  H.  Pickering, 

5.00 

Mrs.  Lucy  H.  Read, 

10.00 

Mrs.  B.  T.  Reed, 

5.00 

Mrs.  John  Revere, 

2.00 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Robeson, 

$  1 0.00 

Miss  A.  L.  Rotch, 

5.00 

Mrs.  G.  R.  Russell, 

10.00 

Mrs.  D.  Sears, 

5.00 

Mrs.  K.  W.  Sears, 

5.00 

Mrs.  F.  Skinner, 

5.00 

Mr.  A.  W.  Spencer, 

1 00.00 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Stevenson, 

5.00 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Stevenson, 

5.00 

Mrs.  E.  V.  R.  Thayer, 

5.00 

Mrs.  N.  Thayer,  Jr., 

10.00 

Miss  A.  E.  Ticknor, 

5.00 

Mrs.  G.  Ticknor, 

5.00 

Mrs.  Upham, 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Warren, 

5.00 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Weston, 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Wheelwright, 

5.00 

Mrs.  H.  W.  Williams, 

5.00 

Mrs.  B.  L.  Young, 

10.00 

A  Friend,  through  C.  P.  Cur¬ 

tis,  Esq., 

200.00 

A  Friend, 

20.00 

I 
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FORM  OF  BEQUEST. 


I  bequeath  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Temporary  Home  for 
Working-Women,  a  Corporation  under  the  laws  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  the  sum  of 
dollars,  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  said  Corporation. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 


Temporary  Home  for  Working-Women 


126  PLEASANT  STREET, 


FROM  JANUARY  i,  1884,  TO  JANUARY  1,  1885. 
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INCORPORATED  MAY  20,  1878. 
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BOARD  OF  MANAGERS. 


Miss  E.  F.  MASON,  President. 

Mrs.  C.  P.  CURTIS,  Vice-President. 

Mrs.  TURNER  SARGENT,  Assistant  Treasurer,  59  Beacon  St. 
Mrs.  HARTMAN  KUHN. 

Mrs.  R.  S.  FAY.  Jr. 

Mrs.  J.  C.  ROGERS. 

Mrs.  GEORGE  TYSON. 

Mrs.  A.  F.  WADSWORTH. 

Mrs.  HORATIO  G.  CURTIS. 

Mrs.  C.  F.  BRADFORD. 

•  * 

Miss  H.  M.  DENNY. 

Miss  F.  E.  HORTON. 

Mr.  GEORGE  ABBOT  JAMES. 

Dr.  M.  H.  PRINCE. 

Mr.  S.  HAMMOND. 

Mr.  R.  M.  CUSHING. 

Mr.  THEODORE  CHASE. 

Mr.  ROBERT  H.  BANCROFT,  Treasurer,  247  Beacon  S  treet. 
Mr.  ARTHUR  DEXTER,  Secretary,  56  Beacon  Street. 


Matron. 
Mrs.  FISHER. 


HELP  THOSE  WHO  WANT  TO  HELP  THEMSELVES.” 


REPORT. 


If  we  did  not  hope  that  these  pages  may  fall  into  the 
hands  of  some  people  who  never  heard  of  us,  there  would 
be  no  need  of  many  words  this  year,  and  no  excuse  for 
wearying  our  old  friends  with  the  old  story  of  the  objects 
and  operation  of  our  Home.  With  a  fair  warning  to  all  who 
know  us  to  skip  liberally,  we  will  once  more  set  forth  our 
ideas  on  the  subject  of  aiding  working-women. 

The  motto  at  the  head  of  this  page  is  the  essence  of  our 
plan.  We  want  to  help  all  who  want  to  help  themselves  ; 
and  we  do  not  profess  to  help  and  do  not  believe  in  help¬ 
ing  any  others.  We  have  no  sympathy  with  the  idea  that 
it  is  well  to  give  money  or  food  or  shelter  to  people  in 
good  health,  merely  because  they  have  not  got  any  and 
would  like  to  receive  some.  It  is  the  careless  and  good-na¬ 
tured  acceptance,  by  many,  of  this  idea,  which  has  fostered  a 
class  of  beggars  numerous  enough  to  have  a  generic  name — 
tramps.  We  do  nothing  for  tramps  ;  and  if  the  whole  com- 
‘  munity  would  learn  to  say  No,  even  when  Yes  is  pleasanter 
to  speak,  the  name  and  the  thing  would  disappear.  But  in 
a  great  city  there  are  always  many  women  who  will  gladly 
work  if  they  can  find  work  to  do  ;  and  who  would  feel 
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themselves  disgraced  by  asking  for  alms.  To  help  these 
to  find  work  is  what  we  do. 

There  is  also  a  constant  procession  of  young  girls  from 
the  country  and  the  provinces  who  come  here  for  no  better 
reason  than  a  notion  that  they  can  find  a  place  in  Boston. 
Many  of  these  have  no  knowledge  ‘of  our  city,  and  no  idea 
of  the  pitfalls  spread  before  their  feet.  We  need  not  go 
into  particulars  on  this  subject.  It  is  enough  to  say  that 
our  experience  has  proved  that  the  first  few  hours  which  a 
country  girl  passes  in  an  unknown  city  are  full  of  peril 
for  her.  People  are  on  the  lookout  for  such  as  she  is, 
ready  to  make  fair  promises  and  lead  her  astray  before 
she  has  time  to  look  about  her  and  get  her  bearings. 

We  have  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  and  labor  in 
making  our  ideas  known  to  the  police,  the  railroad  con¬ 
ductors,  stewardesses  of  steamers,  and  other  respectable 
persons  of  whom  advice  is  likely  to  be  asked  ;  and  the 
Home  is  now  so  well  known  to  these  persons,  that  we  can 
honestly  claim  to  have  diminished  the  dangers  threatening 
inexperienced  girls  coming  to  our  city.  We  are  glad  to 
know  that  our  endeavors,  seconded  by  the  stewardesses  of 
the  coastwise  steamers,  have  to  a  great  extent  put  an  end 
to  a  business  which  was  regularly  carried  on  by  men  who 
lay  in  wait  at  the  wharves  where  these  boats  land  their 
passengers,  and  by  false  promises  of  easy  places  and  good 
wages,  gained  the  confidence  of  girls  too  young  and  inex¬ 
perienced  to  suspect  their  infamous  designs. 

To  all  women  who  apply  at  the  Home  we  give  board 
and  lodging,  for  which  they  pay  us  by  working  either  in 
our  laundry  or  sewing  rooms,  or  if  they  cannot  do  any- 
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thing  else,  by  washing  and  scrubbing.  While  they  remain 
with  us,  the  matron  is  on  the  lookout  for  places  where 
they  can  go  to  service ;  or  they  can  go  about  themselves 
in  search  of  a  place  during  part  of  the  day.  When  the 
house  is  not  filled  by  women  who  have  no  money,  we  are 
glad  to  give  rooms  to  those  who  can  pay  for  their  board 
and  lodging,  and  who  come  to  us  because  they  know  the 
place  is  respectable  as  well  as  cheap,  remaining  with  us- 
until  they  can  find  a  place  for  themselves.  But  this  class 
is  not  allowed  to  crowd  out  the  less  fortunate  who  have 
only  their  own  hands  and  good  will  in  working  to  depend 
upon. 

Such  is  our  Home — much  what  it  has  been  from  the 
beginning,  although  experience  has  of  course  taught  us  a 
good  deal  as  to  the  best  way  of  carrying  out  our  main 
idea.  The  gratis  intelligence  office  continues  an  impor¬ 
tant  feature  ;  and  it  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  be  able  to 
repeat  what  was  said  last  year — that  people  who  have 
once  taken  servants  at  our  hands,  are  eager  to  come  back 
to  us  when  they  need  others.  This  is  not  because  we  can 
always  furnish  help  of  a  superior  class.  From  the  nature 
of  our  acquaintance  with  our  inmates  this  could  not  be. 
But  to  come  from  our  house  is  a  proof  that  the  woman  is 
one  willing  to  work,  and  one  who  has  self-respect  enough 
to  prefer  to  support  herself.  Further  than  this,  applicants 
know  that  while  we  have  had  the  woman  with  us  she  has 
not  only  worked,  but  worked  in  the  right  way.  There  is 
a  right  and  a  wrong  way  of  doing  everything^  even  if  it  be 
only  sweeping  stairs  ;  you  must  begin  at  the  top  and  not 
at  the  bottom;  and  our  women  are  taught  to  begin  at  the 
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top.  We  may  fairly  claim  that  no  woman  can  stay  in  a 
house  where  the  standard  of  neatness  is  high,  without  ac¬ 
quiring  some  good  habits  ;  and  our  matron’s  standard  is 
very  high.  The  ladies  of  our  Board,  acting  in  turn  as 
monthly  visitors,  have  often  congratulated  us  on  the  state 
of  thorough  neatness  in  which  the  Home  is  kept  from 
cellar  to  attic.  When  the  nomadic  and  promiscuous 
nature  of  our  population  is  taken  into  consideration,  this 
fact  is  a  great  credit  to  the  matron  ;  and  we  are  glad  to 
mention  it  here  as  a  tribute  to  her  efficiency  as  well  as  a 
proof  that  we  are  teaching  good  lessons  to  our  inmates. 

The  Laundry 

has  kept  ahead  of  the  rest  of  the  Home  again  this  year. 
The  average  number  of  pieces  per  week  has  risen  to  over 
one  thousand.  This  is  a  source  of  profit,  when  the  grade 
of  the  washing  sent  is  not  too  fine  ;  for  it  can  then  be  done 
and  done  well  by  our  inmates  under  the  direction  of  the 
laundress.  By  doing  it,  and  by  being  required  to  do  it  in  a 
proper  manner,  the  women  are  learning  something  which 
will  be  of  the  greatest  use  to  them.  Fine  washing  stands 
with  us  on  quite  another  footing.  It  is  evident  that  it 
cannot  be  trusted  to  inexperienced  hands,  and  that  we 
must  hire  skilled  labor  to  do  it  well.  Of  course,  we  take 
care  not  to  be  out  of  pocket  by  this,  and  even  to  make  a 
small  profit.  But  this  sort  of  work  calls  for  larger  expenses 
for  labor  than  seems  exactly  fitted  to  our  plan,  and  we  have 
discussed  with  some  anxiety  the  proposal  to  refuse  all  such 
work.  The  result  of  our  best  judgment  has  been  to  con- 
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tinue  to  do  all  that  comes  to  us.  If  the  profit  to  us  be 
small,  the  advantages  are  very  great  to  our  inmates.  There 
is  nothing  which  does  more  to  improve  or  instruct  them 
than  this.  Only  a  few  will  perhaps  learn  while  with  us  to 
do  fine  washing ;  but  to  be  in  a  laundry  where  shirts  are 
well  ironed,  and  skirts  nicely  got  up,  is  something  of  an  edu¬ 
cation  for  the  women  who  are  not  skilful  enough  to  be 
trusted  to  handle  such  garments.  They  learn  a  great  deal 
by  seeing  how  such  things  should  be  done. 

We  have  just  begun  to  carry  this  a  step  farther.  We 
have  obtained  from  friends  some  old  shirts,  and  propose  to 
have  them  washed  and  ironed  simply  as  lessons,  and  by 
way  of  practice,  by  women  who  show  a  desire  to  learn.  We 
think  there  will  be  enough  of  these  to  make  the  experi¬ 
ment  a  success.  But  it  is  as  yet  only  an  experiment,  to  be 
reported  on  hereafter.  We  have  also  adopted  the  plan  of 
Sending  young  girls  who  know  but  little  of  cooking  to  the 
kitchen,  to  help  the  cook  and  learn  something  of  the  art. 

The  Sewing  Room 

v 

is  still  the  branch  of  the  house  which  is  the  least  patron¬ 
ized.  This  is  unfortunate  for  us,  as  we  often  have  women 
who  could  sew  neatly  when  there  is  no  work  for  them.  Of 
course  an  accomplished  seamstress,  capable  of  fine  sewing,  is 
rarely  to  be  found  among  our  inmates.  When  such  work  is 
brought  to  us  it  must  be  done  by  paid  labor,  and  we  profit 
by  this  chiefly  as  it  serves  as  a  lesson  to  the  workers  in 
the  house.  We  have  taught  girls  without  much  experience 
to  make  print  aprons,  and  have  found  a  good  sale  for  these 
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among  our  own  family.  Repairing  and  mending  we  can  do 
well  and  quickly,  to  the  great  convenience  of  many  young 
men  who  patronize  our  laundry.  But  we  have  too  little  of 
such  work  sent  to  us.  We  have  asked  to  have  more  in 
several  of  our  former  reports ;  and  we  repeat  again, 
earnestly,  that  by  letting  us  do  repairing ,  mending ,  and 
make  plain  dresses  and  clothing  such  as  domestics  wear, 
you  will  kill  two  birds  with  one  stone  —  perhaps  we  ought 
to  say  feed  two  birds  with  one  piece  of  bread. 

So  far  as  we  know  there  is  nowhere  any  other  institution 
which  exactly  fills  the  place  of  ours.  In  other  cities  and  in 
England,  many  houses  exist  where  workwomen  can  obtain 
board  and  lodging  at  a  cheap  rate,  with  the  certainty  that 
they  are  in  respectable  quarters.  But  in  none  of  these 
whose  reports  we  have  come  across  is  it  an  indispensable 
condition  that  the  inmate  must  work  for  her  living.  Board 
is  furnished  at  a  low  rate  in  many  of  them,  and  we  do  this"; 
but  we  do  more  ;  first,  in  requiring  that  our  inmates  should 
work ;  and  secondly,  in  teaching  them  how  to  work  well. 
These  features  of  our  plan  are  of  equal  importance — at 
once  cultivating  the  self-respect  of  the  women  and  making 
them  better  able  to  earn  good  wages  after  leaving  us.  The 
good  effect  of  the  atmosphere  of  the  Home  is  shown  most 
plainly  in  the  spirit  and  heartiness  with  which  the  work  is 
done.  There  is  nothing  like  dawdling  through  an  ap¬ 
pointed  task,  but  a  real  interest  in  doing  as  well  as  the 
workers  know  how.  Quite  lately  it  was  necessary  to 
empty  and  refill  twenty-eight  mattresses  with  corn  husks ; 
and  the  women  kept  voluntarily  and  merrily  at  work  until 
the  job  was  completed,  which  was  not  until  nine  at  night. 
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The  visitor  for  the  time  being  declared  that  the  same 
amount  of  cheerful,  ungrudging  labor  could  hardly  have 
been  looked  for  in  the  paid  domestics  of  any  private 
family. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  large  number  sent  to  temporary 
service  that  this  continues  to  be  a  flourishing  branch  of  our 
business.  Quite  a  little  crowd  of  women  come  in  every 
morning  in  hopes  of  getting  a  day’s  work.  This  is  of  no 
pecuniary  advantage  to  us  ;  but  we  are  glad  to  see  the 
habit  increasing,  feeling  that  we  are  helping  workers  to 
tide  over  the  days  between  two  situations,  which  must 
otherwise  be  days  of  idleness,  and  might  be  days  of  tempta¬ 
tion  if  the  habit  of  work  were  lost. 

Life  at  the  Home 

is,  as  heretofore,  made  as  pleasant  and  as  homey  as  is  con¬ 
sistent  with  work  and  discipline.  The  Matron  holds  an 
evening  class  once  a  week  for  such  as  like  to  attend,  and 
gives  instruction  in  Penmanship,  Reading  and  Arithmetic, 
and  Talks  on  practical  subjects.  The  attendance  is  good 
and  the  wish  is  often  expressed  that  these  evenings  were 
longer  and  more  frequent.  Afternoon  Sunday  services 
have  been  regularly  held  by  Ladies  from  the  Educational 
and  Industrial  Union,  and  clergymen  and  laymen  sent  by 
the  City  Missionary.  The  piano,  which  has  been  again 
lent  to  us  by  Mrs.  L.  D.  Webster,  has  been  much  enjoyed, 
and  we  have  had.t°  thank  Miss  Burnap,  Matron  of  the 
Home  for  Aged  Women,  for  regular  assistance  in  music 
on  these  occasions.  Among  the  cases  of  the  past  year, 
these  few  are  of  interest. 


A  young  woman  living  in  Canada  heard  of  the  severe  ill¬ 
ness  of  her  brother  in  Boston.  She  came  at  once  to  the 
city,  only  to  find  that  her  brother  had  just  died.  She  was 
quite  alone  and  almost  penniless.  She  was  directed  to  our 
Home,  and  came  and  told  her  story.  She  was  with  us  only 
a  short  time  before  securing  an  excellent  home  in  Ports¬ 
mouth.  There  she  is  doing  well,  and  her  employers  write 
us  that  she  shall  have  a  home  with  them  as  long  as  they 
have  one. 

An  elderly  American  woman  had  a  comfortable  home, 
but  her  husband  became  insane,  and  she  was  forced  to 
look  about  for  service  in  some  family.  She  came  to  us 
quite  broken  down  with  grief ;  was  received  and  cheered  by 
the  assurance  that  she  should  not  want  for  shelter  and 
friends.  It  is  in  just  such  cases  as  this,  where  there  is 
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4  urgent  need  of  temporary  help,  that  the  Home  does  good 
work. 

Mrs. - ,  a  well-educated,  refined,  and  capable  woman, 

spent  all  her  money  in  a  long  illness  ;  then  went  to  the 
Hospital,  and  came  out  with  no  place  to  go  to.  Hear¬ 
ing  that  she  could  work  for  her  board,  she  came  to  us 
and  we  secured  for  her  an  excellent  place  where  she  is 
doing  well. 

Pleasant  words  are  often  sent  to  our  matron  by  those 
who  have  taken  girls  at  her  hands,  “  I  like  to  get  help 
from  the  Home;  I  feel  more  sure  of  them.”  “The  best 
girls  I  ever  had  I  found  here.”  “We  would  rather  wait  a 
fortnight  for  a  girl  you  can  recommend.”  “  I  shall  feel 
sure  of  her  if  you  recommend  her.”  These  are  from  let¬ 
ters  received  during  the  year. 


If  the  records  of  this  and  past  years  are  compared,  it 
will  be  found  that  while  our  expenses  have  been  larger  than 
in  former  times,  we  seem  to  have  had  fewer  inmates.  This 
is  certainly  not  so.  We  have  much  more  room  for  sleeping 
quarters  than  formerly,  and  have  lately  been  obliged  to  pro¬ 
vide  new  beds — clearly  showing  that  we  receive  and  lodge 
more  women  than  ever  before.  The  discrepancy  must  be 
owing  to  the  way  in  which  the  records  were  made  up  ;  and 
we  think  that  women  were  counted  more  than  once  over  by 
our  former  matron,  when  they  left  us  for  a  day  and  re¬ 
turned  again,  and  that  this  has  not  been  done  of  late. 
There  is,  however,  some  uncertainty  in  the  matter,  and  we 
mean  hereafter  to  establish  a  fixed  rule  which  will  enable 
us  to  get  at  trustworthy  comparative  results.  For  the 
present  we  can  only  say  that  we  feel  sure  the  Home  has 
been  of  use  to  a  larger  number  during  this  year  than  ever 
before. 

The  following  donations  have  been  thankfully  received  : 

Books  and  magazines  from  Mrs.  R.  S.  Fay;  weekly 
papers  from  the  Women’s  Educational  Union,  and  Boston 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  ;  books  and  clothing 
from  Miss  H.  M.  Denny;  books  and  magazines  from  Mrs. 
R.  E.  Robbins ;  clothing  from  Mrs.  M.  E.  Merritt ;  books, 
slippers,  and  rubbers  from  Mrs.  Preston  ;  gratuitous  adver¬ 
tising  from  Mr.  R.  M.  Pulslfer ;  discount  on  printing  from 
-  Messrs.  Deland  and  Barta  ;  cranberries  and  pears  from  a 
friend ;  tickets  to  various  entertainments,  and  clothing 
from  Mr.  A.  W.  Lugrin  ;  clothing  from  Mrs.  Geo.  Hawley  5 
Christmas  and  Easter  Cards  from  the  Card  Mission,  through 
Mr.  D.  W.  Waldron ;  flowers  and  fruit  from  the  Flower 
Mission  and  Mr.  Geo.  R.  Reed. 
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The  Present  Hard  Times 

are  affecting  our  subscription  list.  Some  of  our  friends  of 
former  years  have  fallen  off,  and  others  send  their  offerings 
with  a  warning  that  we  must  not  expect  as  much  next 
year.  Knowing  that  this  is  a  time  of  diminished  incomes, 
and  that  the  claims  on  the  charitable  are  almost  countless, 
we  still  venture  to  ask  every  reader  to  think  for  a  moment 
whether  he  or  she  knows  of  a  better  way  of  bestowing 
whatever  sum  can  be  spared,  than  to  let  us  have  it  that  we 
may  use  it  at  once  to  relieve  distress  and  encourage  in- 
industrious  self-respect. 

Help  those  who  want  to  Help  Themselves. 


The  following  statement  will  show  the  amount  of  work 
accomplished  during  the  year. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  number  put  down  as 
“sent  to  situations,”  includes  only  those  for  whom  situa¬ 
tions  were  found  by  the  Matron ;  but  a  number  of  the 
women  admitted  have  obtained  employment  from  other 
sources,  or  perhaps  availed  themselves  of  the  Home  while 
waiting  for  work  which  had  already  been  promised. 


January  1 ,  1881/-,  to  January  1 ,  1885. 


Number  of  women  admitted . 

sent  to  permanent  places 
”  ”  hospitals.  .  .  . 

service  by  the  day 

meals  paid  for  in  work  .... 

”  ”  money  .  . 

night  lodgings  paid  for  in  money 
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LIST  OF  SUBSCRIBERS  FOR  1884 


Mrs.  C.  F.  Adams  ....  $ 20.00 
Mr.  William  Amory  .  .  .  10.00 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Appleton  .  .  .  25.00 

Mrs.  C.  F.  Bradford  .  .  .  10.00 

Mr.  R.  H.  Bancroft  .  .  .  .  10  00 

Miss  C.  A.  Brewer  ....  10.00 

Mrs.  S.  Brooks . 20.00 

Mrs.  Brimmer . 50.00 

Mrs.  W.  F.  Cary . 50.00 

Mrs.  J.  Randolph  Coolidge  .  10.00 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Coolidge,  Jr  .  .  .  10.00 

Mrs.  T.  Jefferson  Coolidge  .  10.00 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Curtis,  Jr  .  .  .  50.00 

Mrs.  H.  G.  Curtis  ....  5.00 

Mrs.  L.  S.  Dabney  ....  5.00 

Miss  H.  M.  Denny  ....  ro.oo 

Mrs.  Dexter . 50.00 

Mr.  Arthur  Dexter  ....  50.00 

Mr.  F.  Gordon  Dexter  .  .  .  50.00 

Mr.  Wm.  Endicott,  Jr  .  .  .  50.00 

Mrs.  R.  S.  Fay,  Jr  ...  .  50.00 

Mrs.  A.  Flagg . 5.00 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Gardner  ....  10.00 

Mrs  J.  M.  Glidden  ....  5.00 

Mr.  G.  A.  Goddard  ....  50.00 

Miss  E.  C.  Gray . 10.00 

Mrs.  H.  L.  Higginson  .  .  .  50.00 

Mrs.  Waldo  Higginson  .  .  5.00 

Mrs.  S.  Hooper . 50.00 

Mrs.  N.  D.  Hubbard  .  .  .  5.00 

Mrs.  Hunnewell . 50.00 

Mr.  F.  W.  Hunnewell  .  .  .  25.00 

Mrs.  Hollis  Hunnewell  .  .  25.00 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Joy . 10.00 

Mrs.  H.  Kuhn  .  .  .  .  • .  25.00 


Mrs.  T.  Bigelow  Lawrence  .  $50.00 
Mrs.  PI.  C.  Lodge  ....  50.00 

Mrs.  Augustus  Lowell  .  .  .  10.00 

Mr.  G.  G.  Lowell  ....  10.00 

Mrs.  T.  K.  Lothrop  ....  10.00 

Miss  E.  F.  Mason  ....  50.00 

Miss  I.  M.  Mason  ....  50.00 

Misses  Paine . .  10.00 

Mr.  R.  T.  Paine,  Jr  ...  .  10.00 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Phillips  ....  ‘50.00 
Mrs.  W.  D.  Pickman  .  .  .  10.00 

Mr.  W.  A.  Prescott  .  .  .  30.00 

Miss  G.  L.  Putnam  .  .  .  50.00 

Mrs.  J.  Pickering  Putnam  .  20.00 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Peabody  .  .  .  20.00 

Mrs.  H.  P.  Quincy  ....  5.00 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Robbins  .  .  .  20.00 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Rogers  ....  50.00 

Mrs.  George  Ropes  .  .  .  10.00 

Mrs.  PI.  Saltonstall  ....  25.00 

Mrs.  H.  J.  Sargent  ....  5.00 

Mrs.  Turner  Sargent  .  .  .  5.00 

Mrs.  Q.  A.  Shaw . 50.00 

Mrs.  R.  G.  Shaw . 10.00 

Mrs.  F.  Stone . 5  00 

Mrs.  C.  T.  Thayer  ....  5.00 

Miss  A.  G.  Thayer  ....  25.00 

Mrs.  George  Tyson  ....  50.00 

Mrs.  William  Wadsworth  .  50.00 

Mr.  Herbert  Wadsworth  .  .  50.00 

Miss  M.  A.  Wales  ....  20.00 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Ware  ....  20.00 

Mrs.  F.  M.  Weld  ....  10.00 

Mrs.  S.  W.  Whitman  .•  .  .  25.00 

Beverly  Wright . 50.00 


$1,790.00 
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DONATIONS. 


Mrs.  H.  W.  Abbot  .  . 
Mrs.  J.  Abbott  .  .  . 
Mr.  T.  G.  Appleton 
Mrs.  William  Appleton 


$5.00 

S-oo 

5.00 

5.00 


Mrs.  Arthur  Hunnewell 
Mrs.  Walter  Hunnewell 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Johnson  .  . 


Mrs.  J.  M.  Beebe 
Mr.  E.  Pierson  Beebe 
Miss  Blanchard  .  . 
Mrs.  Bowditch  .  . 
Mrs.  G.  Brooks  .  . 
Mrs.  W.  S.  Bullard  . 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Burnham,  Jr 


50.00 

50.00 

20.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

5.00 


Mrs.  D.  P.  Kimball  . 
Kings  Chapel  Committee 
Charities  .  .  . 


o 


Mrs.  Abbott  Lawrence 
Mr.  J.  L.  Little  .  . 
Mrs.  A.  T.  Lyman  . 


Mrs.  J.  S.  Cabot  .  . 
Mrs.  G.  B.  Chase 
Mrs.  A.  Cochrane  . 
Mr.  Robert  Codman 
Miss  G.  S.  Coolidge 
Mrs.  B.  R.  Curtis 
Mr.  C.  A.  Curtis 


S-oo 

5.00 

S.OO 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

20.00 


Mrs.  W.  P.  Mason  . 
Mr.  Charles  Merriam 
Miss  Morrill  .  .  . 

Mrs.  S.  T.  Morse 

Miss  Laura  Norcross 

Mrs.  G.  D.  Oxnard  . 


Mrs.  R.  Dabney . 5.00 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Dalton  ....  5.00 

Miss  A.  W.  Davis  ....  2.00 

Messrs.  Deland  &  Barta  .  .  5.00 

F.  A.  M.  S . 10.00 

Mrs.  Charles  Faulkner  ■.  .  5.00 

Mrs.  Fay . 10.00 

Mrs.  H.  H.  Fay . 5.00 

Miss  S.  M.  Fay . 5.00 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Fenno  ....  5.00 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Fitz . 5.00 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Forbes  .  .  .  10.00 

Miss  E.  Goodwin  ....  5.00 

Mrs.  Horace  Gray  ....  10.00 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Guild  ....  5.00 

Mrs.  F.  L.  Higginson  .  .  .  5.00 

Mrs.  S.  S.  Hinckley  .  .  .  5.00 

Miss  E.  Howes . 5.00 

Mrs.  C.  T.  Hubbard  .  .  .  5.00 


Mrs.  C.  J.  Paine  .  . 

Mr.  R.  T.  Parker 
Mrs.  A.  T.  Perkins  . 
Mrs.  H.  Pickering 
Miss  M.  E.  Peabody. 
Mr.  R.  M.  Pulsifer  . 

Mrs.  Lucy  R.  Read  . 
Mrs.  B.  T.  Reed  .  . 
Rev.  James  Reed 
Mrs.  John  Revere  . 
Mrs.  W.  R.  Robeson 
Mrs.  B.  S.  Rotch 
Mrs.  G  R.  Russell 

Mrs.  Winthrop  Sargent 
Mrs.  David  Sears 
Mrs.  K.  W.  Sears 
Mrs.  P.  H.  Sears 
Mrs.  B.  Schlesinger 
Mrs.  F.  Skinner  .  . 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Stevenson 


$5-o  0 
5.00 

5.00 

20.00 

100.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 
25.00 
5.00  , 
5.00 

5.0° 

5.00 

5.00 

S0.00 

5.00 

5.00 

20.00 

25.00 

10.00 
5.00 
5.00  # 
2.00 
5.00 
10.00 
5.00 

10.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

10.00 

5.00 

5.00 
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Mrs.  R.  H.  Stevenson  .  .  .  $5.00 

Mrs.  F.  H.  Story . 5.00 

Mrs.  E.  V.  R.  Thayer  .  .  .  5.00 

Miss  A.  E.  Ticknor  ....  5.00 

Mrs.  Ticknor . 5-00 

Trustees  of  Lawrence  Model 

Lodging  Houses  ....  500.00 

Mrs.  S.  S.  Upham  ,  .  .  .  5.00 


Mrs.  J.  S.  Warren  .  . 

.  .  $5.00 

Mrs.  S.  D.  Warren  .  . 

.  .  5.00 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Wheelwright 

.  .  5.00 

Mrs.  Roger  Wolcott 

.  .  5.00 

A  Friend . 

.  .  20.00 

Friends . 

$1,312.00 

Amelia  J.  Sargent, 
Assistant  Treasurer. 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST. 

4 


*1  bequeath  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Temporary  Home 
for  Working-Women,  a  corporation  under  the  laws  of  the 

State  of  Massachusetts,  the  sum  of . 

dollars,  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  said  Corporation. 
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REPORT 

> 


OF  THE 

»  •  x  -  » 


EMPORARY 


453  SHAWMUT  AVENUE, 

(Corner  of  Rutland  St.) 

*  FROM  JANUARY  i,  1886,  TO  JANUARY  1,  1887* 


INCORPORATED  MAY  20,  1878. 


BOSTON  : 

L.  Barta  &  Co.,  54  Pearl  Street. 
1887. 
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BOARD  OF  MANAGERS. 


Miss  E.  F.  MASON,  President. 

Mrs.  TURNER  SARGENT,  Assistant  Treasurer,  59  Beacon  Street. 
Mrs.  HARTMAN  KUHN. 

Mrs.  R.  S.  FAY,  Jr. 

Mrs.  GEORGE  TYSON. 

Mrs.  HORATIO  G.  CURTIS. 

Mrs.  ARTHUR  DENNY. 

Mrs.  ALEXANDER  COCHRANE. 

Mrs.  W.  C.  LORING. 

Miss.  F.  E.  HORTON. 

Miss  ORDON. 

Mr.  GEORGE  ABBOT  JAMES. 

Dr.  M.  H.  PRINCE. 

Mr.  S.  HAMMOND. 

Mr.  R.  M.  CUSHING. 

Mr.  THEODORE  CHASE. 

Mr.  ROBERT  H.  BANCROFT,  Treasurer,  247  Beacon  Street. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  DEXTER,  Secretary,  56  Beacon  Street. 

Matron, 


Mrs.  STEVENS. 


HELP  THOSE  WHO  WANT  TO  HELP  THEMSELVES.” 
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REPORT. 


The  writer  was  once  at  a  dinner  party  where  one  of  the 
guests  knew  a  good  story,  and  had  told  it  very  often, —  so  often 
that  he  excused  himself,  when  asked  to  repeat  it,  on  the  ground 
that  all  had  heard  it.  The  host  insisted  that  it  would  be  new  to 
a  few  of  the  company,  and  the  others  would  not  mind  hearing  it 
again.  The  unhappy  story  teller  went  through  the  old  story, 
knowing  that  most  of  his  hearers  found  him  a  bore.  The  writer 
sympathized  with  him  then,  and  appreciates  his  feelings  even 
better  now,  when  he  finds  himself  called  upon  to  repeat,  for  the 
benefit  of  a  few  new  friends  who  may  see  this.. report,  the  story 
that  is  familiar  to  so  many  others.  He  comforts  himself  a  little 
with  the  thought  that  these  last  are  not  bound,  like  the  guests, 
to  pretend  to  listen  to  the  old  story, — but  may  skip  these  first 
pages  and  take  up  the  theme  where  it  begins  to  sound  less 
familiar. 

The  Temporary  Home  for  Working-Women  was  founded  nine 
years  ago,  because  there  was  a  vacant  place  in  the  charities  of 
our  city  which  needed  to  be  filled.  Women  who  could  not  help 
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themselves,  and  even  those  who  did  not  want  to,  but  preferred 
to  be  helped  to  live  in  idleness,  found  hospitals,  almshouses, 
soup  kitchens,  homes,  and  all  sorts  of  places  ready  to  aid  them 
and  it  is  still  true,  unfortunately,  that  a  great  many  kind-hearted 
people  will  not  learn  to  say  “No,”  when  asked  for  a  little  money 
by  a  woman  apparently  in  want,  forgetting  or  making  believe  to 
forget  that  nine  tenths  of  their  gifts  go  to  the  rum  shop.  But  a 
woman  whose  self  respect  would  not  let  her  beg  for  alms,  and 
who  needed  only  a  little  temporary  help  to  be  put  in  the  way  of 
helping  herself,  had,  no  place  fitted  to  meet  her  case.  If  she  were 
a  new  comer  in  Boston,  having  left  her  home  in  the  country  wfith 
a  vague  idea  that  places  or  work  could  always  be  had  in  the  city, 
her  first  need  was  a  respectable  place  where  she  could  live,  even 
if  she  had  not  a  cent  in  her  pocket,  and  yet  feel  she  was  not 
supported  by  charity,  but  was  paying  her  way.  Through  not 
knowing  just  where  to  look  for  such  a  home ,  young  girls  were 
constantly  falling  a  prey  to  touts  on  the  watch  for  them  at 
steamboat  landings  and  railroad  stations,  with  offers  of  good 

t 

places  and  easy  work.  We  need  not  say  what  those  places  were. 
We  are  told  that  this  vile  industry  has  been  in  a  great  degree 
broken  up,  since  our  Home  has  become  well  known  to  the  police, 
the  stewardesses  of  steamboats,  and  railroad  officers. 

The  words  which  stand  at  the  top  of  the  first  page  give  the 
exact  measure  of  what  we  proposed  to  do  ;  and  we  have  tried  to 
keep  them  always  in  view.  We  have  sewing  rooms  where  those 
who  have  any  skill  with  their  needles  are  employed,  when  we  can 
give  them  any  work  to  do  ;  but  this  is  not  forthcoming  as  plenti¬ 
fully  as  we  could  wish.  We  need  more  help  in  the  way  of  orders 
for  plain  sewing,  mending  and  repairing  dresses  and  clothes  of 
all  sorts.  ( Please  read  that  last  sentence  again ,  and  remember 
it  when  you  have  any  such  work  to  be  done.)  We  run  a  laundry, 
which  has  proved  a  successful  branch  of  our  business.  Plain 
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washing  gives  employment  to  a  great  many  of  our  inmates.  For 
fine  laundry  work  we  have  to  hire  skilled  labor  ;  and  after  long 
experience  we  think  this  is  an  advisable  course  for  several  rea¬ 
sons.  It  is  hardly  practicable  to  keep  a  laundry  without  being 
prepared  to  take  in  fine  washing;  even  at  our  cheap  prices  there 
is  a  small  profit  on  this  grade  of  work  ;  and  many  not  skilful 
enough  to  do  it  themselves  learn  a  great  deal  by  seeing  it  done. 
In  this  and  in  every  kind  of  work  we  carry  on,  we  are  sure 
we  are  doing  something  towards  teaching  our  inmates  how  work 
ought  to  done.  If  we  ran  a  dairy,  the  women  who  scrubbed  the 
floor  could  not  help  learning  something  about  the  cleanliness 
needed  in  making  good  butter.  People  who  have  had  help  from 
us  often  make  the  very  gratifying  remark  that  they  never  had 
a  servant  who  knew  how  to  work  so  well. 

Although  the  original  intention  of  the  Home  was  that  its  in¬ 
mates  should  pay  for  their  food  and  lodging  by  working,  we  have 
never  closed  its  door  to  any  respectable  woman  who  wanted  to 
make  any  little  money  she^  had  go  as  far  as  possible  in  maintain¬ 
ing  her,  while  she  took  a  needed  rest  or  until  she  could  find  a 
new  place.  If  we  have  room  for  such  women,  we  receive  them 
gladly  :  but  they  are  not  allowed  to  crowd  out  any  woman  who 
has  only  a  pair  of  willing  hands.  We  believe  we  are  strictly 
accurate  in  saying  that  ours  is  the  cheapest  respectable  boarding 
house  in  Boston. 

One  branch  of  our  business  which  was  not  at  first  contem¬ 
plated  has  grown  into  great  importance  :  the  finding  of  situations 
for  our  inmates;  Many  come  to  us  to  stay  while  they  are  looking 
out  for  a  place  for  themselves ;  but  of  late  years,  and  especially 
under  our  present  matron,  we  keep  a  gratis  intelligence  office 
which  does  a  large  business.  It  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to  say  that 
when  a  girl  has  once  been  placed  by  us,  she  is  apt  to  ask  our 
help  a  second  time  if  she  intends  to  change  her  situation.  But 
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we  must  add  that  we  discourage  so  far  as  possible  the  habit  of 
change  for  the  sake  of  change  ;  and  our  women  are  always  told 
that  they  must  not  look  to  us  for  aid  again,  unless  there  was  a 
good  reason  for  leaving  a  good  place  once  found  for  them. 
Employers  also  come  to  us  again  and  again  ;  so  on  both  sides 
it  seems  as  if  we  did  our  work  well. 

Some  years  ago  we  said  in  our  report  that  we  had  no  ambition 
to  own  a  fine  building,  but  only  wanted  quarters  where  we  could 
do  our  work  well.  In  fact,  we  did  not  then  want  to  own  any 
building.  If  the  Home  was  to  continue  and  be  a  permanent 
institution,  we  knew  that  it  was  not  an  economical  plan  to 
hire  our  quarters.  But  we  were  not  then  willing  to  commit 
ourselves  to  the  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  permanent.  We 
wanted  a  longer  experience  to  definitely  make  up  our  minds  on 
that  point.  So  we  have  gone  on  in  a  make-shift  and  expensive 
way. 

With  last  October  the  leases  of  the  two  houses  in  Pleasant 
Street,  expired  ;  and  during  the  summer  we  talked  the  question 
over  at  many  of  our  monthly  meetings.  There  was  no  thought 
of  renewing  our  leases.  The  rent  was  too  high  ;  the  premises 
were  ill  adapted  to  our  wants,  with  more  room  in  some  ways  than 
we  needed,  and  very  poor  accommodation  in  others;  and  the  street 
was  noisy,  and  frequented  by  a  rather  disorderly  population  at 
night.  We  came  to  the  conclusion  that  we  must  now  decide 
whether  our  Home  was  a  needed  charity,  and  whether  we  were 
doing  as  well  as  could  be  expected  the  work  we  had  undertaken 
to  do ;  and  saw  that  if  we  could  answer  these  questions  satis¬ 
factorily,  we  must  take  the  step  we  had  hitherto  avoided,  and 
purchase  permanent  quarters.  Something  of  our  debates  got 
abroad,  and  we  were  helped  in  settling  the  question  by  those  in 
charge  of  other  charitable  institutions.  They  wrote  to  some  of 
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us  and  said  to  friends  that  they  should  not  know  what  to  do 
without  us,  and  we  were  convinced,  willingly,  perhaps,  but  at  any 
rate  honestly,  that  the  Home  deserved  to  live. 

That  was  one  step.  The  next  was  harder  to  take.  Some  of 
us  gave  a  great  deal  of  time  and  pains  to  looking  for  a  house 
which  would  be  suitable  for  us.  We  searched  in  vain  through 
the  quarter  of  the  city  where  we  should  have  preferred  to  estab¬ 
lish  ourselves,  and  at  last  bought  a  house  which  suited  us  in 
every  respect,  except  that  it  took  us  to  a  new  part  of  the  town, 
where  a  little  time  will  be  needed  to  make  ourselves  known. 

Our  address  will  hereafter  be :  No.  453  Shawmut 
Avenue ,  Cor.  of  Rutland  Street. 

We  bought  the  house  at  a  fair  price,  neither  getting  a  great 
bargain  nor  being  cheated.  Some  alterations  were  needed,  such 
as  removing  and  placing  partitions,  putting  in  the  wash-tubs 
taken  from  our  old  quarters,  with  the  required  plumbing,  cutting 
new  windows,  etc. 

When  these  are  all  paid  for,  the  house  will  have  cost  us  about 
seventeen  thousand  dollars.  Of  this  we  borrowed  eight  thousand 
dollars  on  mortgage  at  4  1-2  per  cent.  The  interest  of  this  debt, 
and  that  of  the  bonds  we  sold,  amount  to  eight  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  a  year.  As  we  were  paying  a  rent  of  sixteen  hun¬ 
dred  dollars,  we  shall  save  seven  hundred  and  fifty  a  year.  It 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  we  have  no  taxes  to  pay,  as  a  charita¬ 
ble  institution. 

For  a  little  more  than  one  half  of  the  rent  we  were  paying,  we 
get  far  better  accommodations.  The  house  is  on  the  sunny 
(northwestern)  corner  of  the  crossing,  and  has  a  good  sized 
yard  where  we  can  dry  clothes,  and  may  build  upon  hereafter  if 
it  becomes  advisable  to  enlarge  the  house.  The  laundry  is  con¬ 
venient  and  airy,  while  the  old  one  was  so  hot  that  it  was  hardly 
right  to  ask  women  to  work  in  it  in  summer.  The  sewing  room, 
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dining  room,  and  bed  rooms  are  all  much  better  and  more  con¬ 
veniently  arranged  than  before.  The  house  is  a  thoroughly  well- 
built  one.  We  will  not  go  into  any  further  details  about  the  ar¬ 
rangements^  for  we  hope  all  who  are  interested  will  come  and 
see  for  themselves  our  new  and  permanent  Home.  :  The  Shaw- 
mut  Avenue  cars  pass  the  door;  and  the  West  End  cars  come 
within  one  block,  at  the  corner  of  Rutland  and  Tremont  Streets. 

The  only  objection  that  can  be  made  to  the  location  is  its  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  quarter  where  we  have  hitherto  been.  It  is  really 
more  central  than  our  former  place  now,  and  the  city  is  extend¬ 
ing  to  the  north  and  west  everyday.  For  a  time  we  shall  no 
doubt  do  less  work  and  receive  less  money.  This  must  neces¬ 
sarily  be  an  expensive  year  to  us.  We  ask  all  Our  old  friends 
to  remember  this  and  riot  to  withdraw  their  helping 
hands  just  when  we  have  most  need  of  them.  And  we 
hope  to  make  many  new  friends  in  the  new  quarter  to  which  we 
have  come.  Any  one  who  has  not  hitherto  known  of  the 
Home  and  who  receives  this  report,  is  asked  to  look  into  the 
matter.  Charitable  people  are:  to  be  found  in  all  quarters  of 
Boston,  and  we  hope  to  have  many  friends  among  our  new 
neighbors.  We  beg  these  to  visit  the  Home  and  talk  to  the 
Matron,  go  over  the  house  and  see  for  themselves.  Then,  if 
think  we  are  doing  a  good  and  needed  work,  we  are  sure  they 
will  feel  a  local  pride  in  our  Home  and  help  us  with  money  or 
work. 

It  has  always  been  our  dream  to  see  the  Home  self-supporting. 
Will  not  our  neighbors  help  us  to  do  this,  and  at  the  same  time 
“  Help  those  who  want  to  help  themselves.”  j 

The  next  page  gives  a  detailed  statement  of  wliat 
we  have  accomplished  this  year. 
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1886. 


Women  admitted 

„  sent  to  permanent  places 
„  „  day-service 

„  „  hospitals 

Meals  paid  for  in  work  . 

„  „  „  money 

-  r 

Lodgings  „  „  work  . 

„  „  „  money 

Sent  to  Insane  Asylum  . 

„  Consumptive  Home  . 
Died . 


713 

338 

I?33° 

9 

21,563 

720 

7,737 

1,700 

1 

1 

1 


Total  number  of  Meals 
Total  number  of  Lodgings 


22,283 

9437 


Temporary  Home  for  Working-Women. —  Annual  Account. 
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LIST  OF  SUBSCRIBERS  FOR  1886 


Mrs.  C.  W.  Amory 

$10.00 

Mrs.  C.  F.  Adams 

20.00 

Mr.  William  Amory 

10.00 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Appleton 

10.00 

Mrs.  C.  F.  Bradford 

10.00 

Miss  C.  A.  Brewer 

10.00 

Mrs.  S.  Brooks  .  . 

20.00 

Mrs.  Brimmer 

25.00 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Burnham,  Jr 

5.00 

Mrs.  W.  F.  Cary 

50.00 

Mrs.  J.  Randolph  Coolidge  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Coolidge,  Jr 

10.00 

Mrs.  T.  Jefferson  Coolidge  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Curtis,  Jr 

50.00 

Mrs.  H.  G.  Curtis 

5.00 

Mr.  R.  M.  Cushing 

50.00 

Mr.  Theodore  Chase 

20.00 

Mrs.  L.  S.  Dabney 

5.00 

Miss  H.  M.  Denny 

10.00 

Mrs.  Dexter  .  .  .  . 

50.00 

Mr.  Arthur  Dexter 

50.00 

Mr.  F.  Gordon  Dexter  . 

50.00 

Mr.  William  Endicott,  Jr 

50.00 

Mrs.  R.  S.  Fay,  Jr 

50.00 

Mrs.  A.  Flagg 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Glidden 

5.00 

Mr.  G.  A.  Goddard 

50.00 

Miss.  E.  C.  Gray 

10.00 

Mrs.  H.  L.  Higginson  .. 

15.00 

Mrs.  Hunnewell 

50.00 

Mr.  F.  W.  Hunnewell  . 

25.00 

Mrs.  Hollis  Hunnewell  . 

25.00 

Mrs.  E.  J.  Holmes 

10.00 

Mrs  C.  H.  Joy 

10.00 

Mrs.  H.  Kuhn 

25.00 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Lodge  . 

25.00 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Loring 

.  $10.00 

Mrs.  Augustus  Lowell 

.  10.00 

Mrs.  G.  G.  Lowell 

.  10.00 

Mrs.  T.  K.  Lothrop 

.  10.00 

Miss  E.  F.  Mason 

.  50.00 

Miss  I.  M.  Mason 

.  50.00 

Dr.  F.  Minot 

.  5.00 

Miss  L.  Norcross  . 

1  * 

.  5.00 

The  Misses  Paine  . 

.  10.00 

Mr.  R.  T.  Paine,  Jr 

.  10.00 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Phillips 

.  25.00 

Mrs.  W.  D.  Pickman 

.  10.00 

Mr.  W.  A.  Prescott 

.  20.00 

Miss  G.  L.  Putnam 

.  50.00 

Mrs.  J.  Pickering  Putnam 

.  20.00 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Peabody 

• 

.  20.00 

Mrs.  H.  P.  Quincy 

.  5.00 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Robbins 

.  20.00 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Rogers 

.  50.00 

Mrs.  George  Ropes 

.  10.00 

Mrs.  H.  Saltonstall 

.  50.00 

Mrs.  H.  J.  Sargent 

.  5.00 

Mrs.  Turner  Sargent 

.  5.00 

Mrs.  R.  G.  Shaw  . 

.  10.00 

Mrs.  F.  Stone 

5.00 

Mr.  H.  F.  Sears 

.  10.00 

Mrs.  F.  Skinner 

.  10.00 

Mrs.  Thayer  . 

.  50.00 

Miss  A.  G.  Thayer 

.  25.00 

Miss  M.  A.  Wales 

.  20.00 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Ware 

.  20.00 

Mrs.  F.  M.  Weld  . 

.  10.00 

Mrs.  S.  W.  Whitman 

.  25.00 

The  Misses  Whitney 

.  5.00 

Mrs.  Winthrop 

25.00 

Beverly  Wright 

.  50.00 

$1,570.00- 

i 
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DONATIONS. 


Mrs.  C.  F.  Adams,  Jr 

$. 20.00 

Mr.  J.  F.  Andrew  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  C.  W.  Amory 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  Abbott 

3.00 

Mrs.  William  Appleton 

10.00 

Mrs.  P.  C.  Brooks  . 

25.00 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Blanchard 

25.00 

Miss  Kate  Barstow 

5.00 

Mrs.  F.  H.  Bradlee 

10.00 

Mr.  E.  Pierson  Beebe 

50.00 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Bullard 

10.00 

Mrs.  N.  I.  Bowditch 

35.00 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Beal 

5.00 

Mrs.  G.  B.  Blake 

15.00 

Mrs.  G.  B.  Chase  . 

5.00 

Miss  G.  S.  Coolidge 

j  • 

5.00 

Mrs.  G.  S.  Curtis  . 

0 

q 

10 

Mr.  H.  G.  0.  Chase 

5.00 

Mr.  T.  F.  Cushing 

•  3-00 

Mrs.  Alex.  Cochrane 

- 

5.00 

Mrs.  R.  Dabney 

5.00 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Dalton 

5.00 

Mr.  S.  G.  Deblois  . 

10.00 

A.  S.  F.  A. 

20.00 

Mrs.  Charles  Faulkner 

5.00 

Mrs.  Fay 

10.00 

Mrs.  H.  H.  Fay  . 

5.00 

Miss  S.  M.  Fay 

5.00 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Fitz  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  M.  D.  B.  Fay 

25.00 

Miss  E.  Goodwin 

5.00 

Mrs.  Horace  Gray  , 

10.00 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Guild  . 

0 

D 

Mrs.  George  Gardner 

20.00 

Mr.  Russell  Gray 

5.00 

Miss  E.  Howes 

5.00 

Mrs.  C.  T.  Hubbard 

20.00 

Mrs.  Arthur  Hunnewell 

5.OO 

Mrs.  Walter  Hunnewell 

5.OO 

Mrs.  C.  A.  Johnson 

5.00 

Mrs.  John  Jeffries 

5.00 

Mrs.  D.  P.  Kimball 

5.00 

Kings  Chapel  Committee  on 
Charities 

100.00 

Miss  G.  Lowell 

3- 00 

Mrs.  A.  T.  Lyman 

5.00 

Miss  B.  H.  Lyman 

5.00 

Mrs.  Abbott  Lawrence  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  W.  F.  Matchett 

25.00 

Mr.  Charles  Merriam 

25.00 

Mrs.  C.  J.  Paine  .  . 

5.00 

Mr.  R.  T.  Parker  .  •  . 

50.00 

Mrs.  H.  Pickering  . 

5.00 

Miss  S.  E.  Read 

10.00 

Mrs.  Lucy  R.  Read 

10.00 

Mrs.  B.  T.  Reed  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  John  Revere  . 

2.00 

Mrs.  B.  S.  Rotch  . 

5.OO 

Miss  Edith  Rotch  . 

5.OO 

Mrs.  G.  R.  Russell 

5.00 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Robeson 

5.00 

Mr.  Winthrop  Sargent 

5.00 

Mrs.  K.  W.  Sears 

b 

0 
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Mrs.  P.  H.  Sears  . 

.  #5.00 

Mr.  C.  F.  Shimmin 

.  20.00 

Mrs.  F.  Skinner 

.  45.00 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Stevenson 

.  5.00 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Stevenson  . 

.  5.00 

Mrs.  Thayer  . 

.  5.00 

Mrs.  E.  V.  R.  Thayer  . 

.  5.00 

Mrs.  S.  S.  Upham 

.  5.00 

Mr.  Grant  Walker  . 

.  10.00 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Wolcott 

.  5.00 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Weston 

1 

b 

0 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Warren 

.  5.00 

Mrs.  S.  D.  Warren 

.  5.00 

Miss  Nathalie  Whitwell  . 

.  5.00 

Mrs.  T.  L.  Winthrop 

.  5.00 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Winthrop,  Jr. 

.  25.00 

Friends  .... 

.  25.00 

$ 916.00 

Amelia  J.  Sargent, 

Assistant  Treasurer. 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST. 


I  bequeath  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Temporary  Home  for 
Working  Women,  a  corporation  under  the  laws  of  the  State 

of  Massachusetts,  the  sum  of . . dollars,  to  the 

use  and  benefit  of  said  Corporation. 


i 


I  •. 


r 


.  .  . 

- 


‘ 


. 
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REPORT 

/» 


OF  THE 

Temporary  Home  for  Working-Women, 


453  SHAWMUT  AVENUE, 

(Corner  of  Rutland  Street,) 


From  January  i,  1887,  to  January  1 ,  1888. 


INCORPORATED  MAY  20,  1878. 


BOSTON  : 

RAND  AVERY  COMPANY. 
SCfje  Jranklm  press. 

1888. 


BOARD  OF  MANAGERS. 


Miss  E.  F.  MASON,  President. 

Mrs.  TURNER  SARGENT,  Assistant  Treasurer,  59  Beacon  Street. 
Mrs.  HARTMAN  KUHN.  Miss  GORDON. 

Mrs.  R.  S.  FAY,  Jun.  Miss  M.  P.  LORING. 

Mrs.  GEORGE  TYSON.  Miss  CHICKERING. 

Mrs.  ALEXANDER  COCHRANE.  Miss  E.  M.  WHITTEMORE. 
Mrs.  W.  C.  LORING.  Mr.  GEORGE  ABBOT  JAMES. 

Mrs.  GEORGE  R.  SHAW.  Dr.  M.  H.  PRINCE. 

Miss  F.  E.  HORTON.  Mr.  R.  M.  CUSHING. 

■ 

Mr.  THEODORE  CHASE. 

Mr.  ROBERT  H.  BANCROFT,  Treasurer,  247  Beacon  Street. 
Mr.  ARTHUR  DEXTER,  Secretary,  56  Beacon  Street.1 

MA  TRON. 


Mrs.  DUREN. 


RULES. 


All  women  admitted  to  the  Home  must  pay  for  board.  Those 
without  money  must  work  in  laundry  or  sewing-room  in  payment 
for  board  and  lodging. 

No  drunken  woman  will  be  received. 

No  woman  will  be  admitted  with  young  children. 

No  woman  can  be  received  after  9K  p.m. 

No  woman  can  remain  in  the  Home  more  than  a  month,  except 
by  special  permission  of  the  Committee. 


“HELP  THOSE  WHO  WANT  TO  HELP  THEMSELVES.” 


Boston  is  overweighted  with  charitable  institutions.  If  some 
of  these  could  be  entirely  done  away  with,  and  those  which  are 
really  needful  established  on  one  general  plan,  the  work  would 
be  more  judiciously  done.  Some  of  the  schemes  conducted  by 
the  city  are  direct  encouragement  to  laziness  and  pauperism. 

People  who  live  in  comfortable,  warm  houses,  and  have  a  good 
dinner  every  day,  are  naturally  inclined  to  help  with  fire  and 
food  all  who  are  cold  and  hungry,  forgetting  to  inquire  whether 
these  people  might  not  provide  both  for  themselves  if  they  chose 
to  work,  and  that  want  is  a  wholesome  stimulant  to  industry,  which 
cannot  be  abolished  or  even  lessened  by  indiscriminating  efforts, 
without  directly  stimulating  idleness,  and  diminishing  the  self- 
respect  of  the  poor,  and  indirectly  increasing  drunkenness  and 
crime.  A  man  or  woman  who  is  earning  or  trying  to  earn  a  living 
is  less  tempted  to  drink  and  to  steal  than  those  who  can  feed  at 
soup-kitchens,  and  have  the  day  idle  on  their  hands. 
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The  giving  of  money  to  street-beggars  has  been  so  often  shown 
to  be  nearer  to  a  crime  than  a  work  of  charity,  so  directly  mis- 
chievotis  in  various  ways,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  consider  it  for 
a  moment.  But  various  schemes  that  appear  more  reasonable 
than  this  exist  here,  having  the  defects  of  teaching  the  poor  who 
live  in  Boston  that  they  can  live  without  work,  drawing  the  lazy  to 
this  city  in  order  that  they  may  live  in  idleness,  discouraging  the 
self-respect  of  the  poor  who  are  above  committing  crime,  and 
encouraging  to  crime  such  of  them  as  are  open  to  temptation. 

Sounder  views  have  been  growing  up  of  late  years  among  people 
who  will  take  the  trouble  of  thinking  before  they  put  their  hands 
in  their  pockets.  The  Associated  Charities  does  a  great  deal  of 
excellent  work  by  investigating  cases,  and  finding  out  whether 
applicants  are  really  worthy  of  aid  or  not,  and  exposing  “  repeat¬ 
ers  ”  who  make  a  comfortable  living  by  getting  on  the  list  of  half 
a  dozen  charities,  each  flattering  itself  it  is  doing  a  little  to  help 
on  a  deserving  object. 

We  believe  in  applying  one  inflexible  criterion  to  all  applicants 
for  aid  of  any  kind  (with  a  necessary  exception  in  favor  of  the 
infirm),  and  that  is,  that  no  one  should  receive  money,  food, 
clothes,  fire,  or  any  sort  of  assistance,  unless  he  or  she  is  willing  to 
work  for  it.  The  motto  of  our  society,  “  Help  those  who  want 
to  help  themselves,”  ought  to  be  the  universal  rule  of  all  charitable 
institutions. 

Respectable  women,  and  especially  young  girls,  newly  come  to 
Boston,  are  exposed,  through  their  ignorance  and  credulity,  to 
great  temptations  in  a  city.  Offers  of  ready  employment  and 
easy  places  meet  the  inexperienced  at  every  turn.  We  have  in 
former  reports  told  of  our  efforts,  in  a  good  degree  successful,  to 
do  away  with  this  danger,  by  distributing  our  cards  to  the  steward¬ 
esses  of  steamboats  from  the  Provinces,  and  by  placards  in  the 
railroad-stations  and  police  station-houses.  We  did  not,  however, 


9 


always  meet  with  the  hearty  co-operation  we  had  looked  for,  and  we 
were  considering  the  advisability  of  employing  an  agent  to  keep  a 
lookout  at  all  places  of  arrival,  so  far  as  might  be  practicable,  when 
the  necessity  for  this  scheme  on  our  part  was  done  away  with  by 
the  establishing  of  the  two  societies  of  the  “ Travellers’  Aid”  and 
the  “Young  Travellers’  Aid,”  under  the  auspices  of  the  Young 
Women’s  Christian  Association  and  the  Girls’  Friendly,  respect¬ 
ively.  Each  of  these  employs  an  agent,  one  to  visit  the  steam- 
boat-wharves,  the  other  the  railway-stations,  and  trains  from  the 
country.  Some  of  those  who  attended  the  influential  meeting 
called  last  spring  to  consider  the  advisability  of  this  new  work,  had 
contemplated  starting  a  home  to  carry  out  their  benevolent  purposes. 
In  the  course  of  the  meeting,  however,  it  was,  we  think,  made  clear, 
that  for  the  present  at  least  there  was  no  need  of  new  institutions 
to  do  the  work,  if  the  new  societies  could  undertake  the  labor  of 
receiving  and  directing  young  and  friendless  strangers ;  and  that 
they  would  find  an  ample  field  of  labor  in  this  direction.  Cer¬ 
tainly,  no  work  was  ever  more  needed  than  that  undertaken  by 
this  new  and  excellent  charity;  and  these  societies  should  be 
encouraged  by  all  who  have  an  interest  in  our  Home,  or  any 
institution  of  the  kind.  ^ 

To  tell  what  we  do  at  the  Home  must  be  an  old  story  to  all  our 
old  friends,  and  a  page  or  two  may  be  skipped  at  this  point  by 
all  such  without  loss  to  them.  We  will  suppose  therefore  that  we 
are  for  the  moment  addressing  only  people  who  do  not  know  all 
about  us.  We  are  constantly  finding  how  large  this  number  is. 
The  horse-leech  and  her  daughters  are  active  about  this  time 
of  the  year ;  so  many  “  Reports  ”  come  by  the  mail,  and  so  many 
of  these  go  into  the  waste-paper  basket,  covers  and  all. 

Any  respectable  woman  can  find  lodging  and  board  at  the 
Home,  paying  for  these  by  work,  which  we  will  give  her  to  do. 
If  she  is  not  skilful  enough  to  do  any  thing  but  scrub  floors,  she 
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can  do  that,  or  she  can  work  in  our  laundry,  doing  common  wash¬ 
ing,  or  work  of  a  higher  kind  if  she  is  capable  of  it ;  for  we  have 
calls  for  all  sorts  of  laundry-work  up  to  the  highest  grades.  Our 
sewing-room  gives  employment  to  those  who  are  good  with  their 
needles,  every  kind  of  sewing  being  done  there,  from  mending 
socks  to  making  dresses.  The  sewing  matron,  who  is  a  competent 
dressmaker,  is  herself  responsible  for  the  cutting  and  fitting.  Noth¬ 
ing  goes  out  of  our  work-rooms  until  it  has  passed  under  her  eye, 
and  she  is  so  careful  and  particular,  that  our  work  has  never  yet 
failed  to  give  satisfaction ;  while  our  prices  are  so  reasonable,  that 
those  who  come  to  us  once  generally  become  steady  customers. 
All  this  is  equally  true  of  the  laundry,  and  we  have  lately  heard  many 
praises  of  the  way  in  which  the  head  laundress  turns  out  her  work. 

It  is  worth  remembering,  that  although  we  do  not  profess  to  keep 
a  school,  a  girl  learns  a  great  deal  by  doing  work  under  such  good 
direction.  We  have  often  been  told  by  people  who  have  taken 
girls  from  us,  that  they  showed  the  effects  of  our  good  training. 

Women  may  remain  at  the  Home  for  one  month,  during  which 
time  the  opportunity  is  given  them  to  look  for  situations  for  them¬ 
selves,  but  most  of  our  inmates  go  to  places  found  for  them  by  the 
matron.  In  fact,  the  Home  is  a  sort  of  gratis  intelligence-office  as 
well  as  a  home  ;  with  the  advantage  that  girls  may  be  sure  of  the 
thorough  respectability  of  any  place  to  which  they  are  sent.  Our 
experience  has  shown  us  that  some  of  the  regular  employment- 
offices  cannot  say  as  much  for  themselves ;  of  certain  ones,  we 
could  tell  stories  which  ought  to  put  young  girls  on  their  guard. 

Women  who  have  a  little  money,  and  wish  to  stay  at  the  Home 
while  looking  for  a  place,  paying  for  their  board  and  lodging  instead 
of  working  for  them,  are  allowed  to  do  so,  provided  all  our  room 
is  not  needed  for  women  who  have  no  money ;  but  we  do  not  allow 
these  to  be  crowded  out.  In  short,  we  want  to  tell  new  friends 
what  our  old  friends  know  already  :  — 


Any  respectable  girl  or  woman  who  arrives  in  Boston 
without  knowing  a  soul  in  the  city ,  who  wants  to  get  her 
own  living,  and  has  not  money  to  support  herself  until  she 
can  fi7id  work,  can  safely  come  to  us.  She  will  find  a  respect • 
able  home,  where  the  inmates  are  not  paupers  supported  in 
idleness ,  but  self-respecting  women.  She  can  pay  us  by 
working  a  part  of  the  day,  and  be  provided  with  a  situation 
in  some  good  honest  family.  The  Home  is  not  an  almshouse , 
but  a  temporary  home  for  people  who  are  above  asking  for 
charity,  and  do  not  know  how  to  get  work  in  a  strange  place. 

Before  passing  to  a  short  account  of  our  last  year’s  stewardship, 
we  wish  to  say  a  word  on  a  matter  which  has  sometimes  been  made 
a  ground  for  doubts  or  criticism.  It  has  been  suggested  that  such 
a  plan  as  ours  would  act  as  a  temptation  to  country  girls  to  leave 
their  homes  and  come  to  Boston.  This  danger  is  not  disregarded  ; 
and  our  matron  constantly  advises  girls  to  return  to  the  country, 
when  it  seems  for  their  best  interest.  Such  advice  has  been  taken 
in  several  cg.ses  ;  and  we  mean  to  have  the  idea  borne  in  mind  and 
acted  upon  as  occasion  arises. 

The  change  of  domicile  which  took  place  just  before  our  last 
report  was  made,  operated,  as  we  knew  it  must,  in  temporarily 
diminishing  the  number  of  inmates,  of  applicants  for  help,  and  of 
customers  of  the  sewing-rooms  and  laundry.  We  were  beginning 
again  in  a  new  place,  and  it  took  time  to  make  ourselves  known. 
We  have  fairly  passed  that  stage  now,  and  our  prosperity  seems 
assured.  That  our  situation  is  in  a  quarter  comparatively  out  of 
the  way  of  the  floating  population  who  used  to  apply  for  admittance, 
is  in  fact  no  disadvantage  ;  for  this  is  a  class  which  hardly  belongs 
to  us,  and  can  be  better  taken  care  of  at  Chardon  Street,  while 
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their  absence  makes  the  Home  a  more  suitable  place  for  a  younger 
and  more  hopeful  class  of  women,  likely  to  be  permanently  benefited 
by  our  help. 

The  Travellers’  Aid  societies  have  fully  entered  on  their  good 
work,  and  we  feel  the  result  in  the  increased  number  of  applicants 
for  shelter  and  help.  Our  Home  is  the  only  place  in  Boston 
devoted  exclusively  to  receiving  and  caring  for  women  who  want 
to  work ;  and  as  its  aim  and  success  have  become  better  known, 
the  demand  upon  us  has  grown  so  much  that  it  bids  fair  to  exceed 
our  present  capacity.  On  several  occasions  our  twenty-five  beds 
have  been  filled,  and  temporary  cots  have  been  put  up  for  the 
night.  The  possibility  of  this  was  not  overlooked  when  we  bought 
our  house.  We  have  room  in  our  yard  for  an  extension  if  time 
shall  prove  it  necessary. 

The  difficulties  with  which  it  is  necessary  to  contend  in  mana¬ 
ging  our  Home  are  in  some  respects  different  from  those  met  with 
in  managing  other  institutions.  To  carry  on  several  industries  with 
an  uncertain  number  of  workers,  and  these  often  changing,  is  a 
difficult  task.  Our  first  duty  is  to  our  inmates ;  and  if  a  good  sit¬ 
uation  offers  for  one,  she  must  leave  the  seam  half  finished  or  the 
washing  half  completed,  to  take  the  train  for  some  country  suburb. 
If  we  did  not  see  for  ourselves  that  really  good  work  is  done  both 
in  the  sewing-room  and  laundry,  and  receive  praises  from  our 
customers,  we  should  hardly  believe  it  possible  under  such  difficult 
conditions ;  and  much  credit  is  due  the  matron  and  the  heads  of 
departments  for  the  success  achieved. 

During  the  past  summer  a  sensational  article  appeared  in  one  of 
the  daily  papers,  headed  “  Beauty  in  Distress,”  the  consequence 
being  that  our  doors  were  besieged  by  visitors  anxious  to  see  the 
“  beauty.”  The  vivid  imagination  of  a  reporter  had  invested  with 
additional  charms  a  story  which  in  itself  was  not  without  interest. 
A  policeman  was  appealed  to  in  the  street  by  a  young  girl  who 
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wanted  to  know  where  she  could  get  a  night’s  lodging,  as  she  was 
entirely  without  money.  She  had  run  away  from  her  home  at 
Niagara  Falls  in  consequence  of  the  cruelty  of  her  stepfather,  and 
come  to  Boston  merely  to  get  as  far  away  as  possible ;  she  had  not 
an  acquaintance  in  the  city.  The  policeman  brought  her  to  the 
Home ;  a  place  was  found  for  her  in  the  suburbs,  where  she  has 
since  remained.  The  matron  wrote  to  the  girl’s  mother,  and  her 
story  proved  to  be  quite  true. 

In  another  instance  a  girl  hardly  more  than  a  child,  finding  that 
she  had  got  into  an  utterly  disreputable  house,  escaped  within 
twenty-four  hours,  and  made  her  way  to  us ;  a  good  home  was 
found  for  her  in  which  she  still  lives. 

A  girl  of  fifteen,  who  had  appeared  hopelessly  stubborn  and 
unmanageable  in  the  several  families  successively  found  for  her  by 
the  Charitable  Society  which  had  her  in  charge,  was  brought  to  the 
Home  as  a  last  resort.  Under  the  matron’s  kind  and  judicious 
treatment  she  became  docile  and  tractable,  and  earned  so  good  a 
character  that  she  is  now  placed  in  a  good  home,  where  she  is 
treated  as  a  daughter  of  the  house,  sent  to  school,  and  given  every 
advantage. 

We  regret  to  state  that  our  subscription-list  has  grown  smaller 
for  several  years.  There  has  never  been  a  time  since  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  the  Home  when  we  had  as  many  calls  upon  us  as  now,  and 
we  are  better  prepared  to  meet  them  than  ever  before.  But  to 
enable  us  to  do  this  we  must  increase  the  number  of  our  subscrib¬ 
ers.  A  slight  yearly  increase  will  save  us  from  having,  in  a  few 
years,  to  make  a  more  onerous  appeal  to  the  public. 

The  work  is  one  that  ought  to  be  done  faithfully  in  Boston. 

We  believe  that  we  do  it,  and  that  there  is  no  other  institution 
that  directs  its  efforts  to  just  this  work. 

And  so,  closing  this  report  of  the  year’s  doings  at  the  Home,  we 
express  our  hope  that  all  who  have  ever  been  our  friends  and  help- 
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ers  may  think  we  have  made  good  use  of  their  bounty,  and  feel 
disposed  to  renew  their  contributions  ;  and  that  those  who  now  for 
the  first  time  read  about  the  Home  and  its  objects  may  become 
subscribers  to  a  scheme  which  lives  up  to  its  practical  and,  in  the 
truest  sense,  charitable  motto  :  — 

“Help  those  who  want  to  help  themselves.” 

The  next  page  gives  a  detailed  statement  of  what  we 

HAVE  ACCOMPLISHED  THIS  YEAR. 


i5 


1887. 


Women  admitted . 

sent  to  permanent  places 
“  “  day-service  .  . 

“  “  hospitals  .  .  . 

Meals  paid  for  in  work  .  .  . 

‘  “  “  money  .  .  . 

Lodgings  paid  for  in  work  .  . 

“  “  “  money  .  . 

Total  number  of  meals 
Total  number  of  lodgings 


574 

298 

1,016 

9 

17,270 

356 

5»56i 

909 

17,626 

6,470 
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Temporary  Home  for  Working  Women.  Annual  Account. 


Balance,  Dec.  31,  1886 

From  $1,000  B.  &  M.  R.R.  bond  sold 

Contributions . 

Interest  on  balances  at  U.  S.  D.  V. 
Income  from  investments 

Receipts  at  the  Home  :  — 

Donations  . 

Laundry 

Sewing-Room 

Lodgings 

Meals  .... 


.  $5Ir-67 

. 1,155.00 

$2,864.00 

17-33 

3IO-56 

-  3,I9i.89 

20.79 

608.57 

279.18 

r36-33 

124.12 

-  1,168.99 


$6,027.55 


Expenses  at  the  Home  :  — 

Incidentals  . 
Provisions  . 

Groceries 

Salaries 

House  Furnishing 
Fuel  . 

Gas  and  Water  Rates 
Rent  . 


#163.38 

701.49 

636.91 

1,229.73 

105.19 

235.00 

109.70 

550-01 

#3*73T  -4i 
1,648.79 
360 . 00 
30.00 
246.90 
IQ-45 

#6,027.55 


Repairs  and  alterations  at  No.  453  Shawmut  Avenue  .  .  ’  . 

Suffolk  Savings  Bank,  interest  on  Mortgage,  $8,000,  at  4^  % 

Printing  Annual  Report . 

General  expenses,  commission  on  house  purchased,  legal  advice,  etc. 

Balance  Dec.  31,  ’87 . 


ROBERT  H.  BANCROFT,  Treas. 


The  funds  belonging  to  the  Home  are  invested  as  follows  :  — 

$2,000  Wis.  V.  R.R.  7  %  bonds. 

1,000  C.,  B.,  &  Q.  R.R.  4  %  bonds. 

1,000  Marq.  &  O.  8  %  bonds. 

Par  $4,000.  Cost,  $4,423.31. 

Ex  am  hied  with  vouchers  and  approved. 

GEORGE  ABBOT  JAMES,  Auditor. 


LIST  OF  SUBSCRIBERS  FOR  1887 


Mrs.  C.  W.  Amory  .  .  . 

$10.00 

Mrs.  C.  F.  Adams  .  .  . 

20.00 

Mr.  William  Amory  .  .  . 

• 

10.00 

Mrs.  C.  F.  Bradford  .  .  . 

• 

10.00 

Miss  C.  A.  Brewer  .  .  . 

• 

10.00 

Mrs.  S.  Brooks  .... 

# 

20.00 

Mrs.  Brimmer . 

25.00 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Burnham,  Jr. 

• 

5.00 

Mrs.  W.  F.  Cary  .... 

• 

50.00 

Mrs.  A.  Cochrane  .... 

a 

20.00 

Mrs.  J.  Randolph  Coolidge 

• 

1000 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Coolidge,  Jr.  .  . 

• 

10.00 

Mrs.  T.  Jefferson  Coolidge 

• 

10.00 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Curtis,  Jr.  .  . 

• 

50.00 

Mrs.  H.  G.  Curtis  .... 

5.00 

Mr.  R.  M.  Cushing  .  .  . 

• 

50.00 

Mrs.  L.  S.  Dabney  .  .  . 

• 

5.00 

Mrs.  A.  Denny . 

• 

5.00 

Mrs.  Dexter  . 

• 

50.00 

Mr.  Arthur  Dexter  .  .  . 

5°-00 

Mr.  F.  Gordon  Dexter  .  . 

# 

50.00 

Miss  S.  Dehon  .... 

• 

5.00 

Mr.  William  Endicott,  Jr.  . 

• 

50.00 

Mrs.  R.  S.  Fay,  Jr.  ... 

• 

50.00 

Mrs.  A.  Flagg . 

• 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Glidden  .  .  . 

• 

500 

Mr.  G.  A.  Goddard  .  . 

• 

50.00 

Miss  E.  C.  Gray  .... 

• 

10.00 

Mrs.  H.  L.  Higginson  .  . 

• 

15.00 

Mrs.  Hunnewell  .... 

• 

50.00 

Mr.  F.  W.  Hunnewell  .  . 

• 

25.00 

Mrs.  Hollis  Hunnewell  .  . 

• 

25.00 

Mrs.  E.  J.  Holmes  .  .  . 

• 

10.00 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Joy . 

• 

10.00 

Mrs.  H.  Kuhn . 

• 

25.00 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Lodge . $25.00 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Loring  ....  10.00 

Mrs.  Augustus  Lowell  .  .  .  10.00 

Mrs.  G.  G.  Lowell  ....  10.00 

Mrs.  T.  K.  Lothrop  ....  10.00 

Miss  E.  F.  Mason . 50.00 

Miss  I.  M.  Mason . 50.00 

Dr.  F.  Minot . 5.00 

Miss  L.  Norcross  ....  5.00 

The  Misses  Paine . 10.00 

Mr.  R.  T.  Paine;  Jr . 10.00 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Phillips  ....  25.00 

Mrs.  W.  D.  Pickman  .  .  .  10.00 

Mr.  W.  A.  Prescott  ....  20.00 

Mrs.  J.  Pickering  Putnam  .  .  20.00 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Peabody  .  .  .  .  2000 

Mrs.  H.  P.  Quincy  ....  5.00 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Robbins  ....  20.00 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Rogers . 50.00 

Mrs.  George  Ropes  ....  10.00 

Mrs.  H.  Saltonstall  ....  50.00 

Mrs.  H.  J.  Sargent  ....  5.00 

Mrs.  Turner  Sargent  ....  5.00 

Mrs.  R.  G.  Shaw . 10.00 

Mrs.  F.  Stone . 5.00 

Mr.  H.  F.  Sears . 10.00 

Mrs.  F.  Skinner . 10.00 

Mrs.  Thayer . 50.00 

Miss  A.  G.  Thayer  ....  25.00 

Miss  M.  A.  Wales  ....  20.00  • 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Ware . 20.00 

Mrs.  F.  M.  Weld . 10.00 

Mrs.  S.  W.  Whitman  .  .  .  25.00 

The  Misses  Whitney  .  .  .  5.00 

Mrs.  Winthrop  . 2500 

Beverly  Wright . 50.00 

Mr.  Charles  L.  Young  .  .  .  iooo 


$1,520.00 


DONATIONS 


Mrs.  J.  Abbott  .  .  . 

$S-°° 

Mrs.  F.  L.  Higginson  .  . 

$5.00 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Andrew  .  . 

S-°° 

Miss  E.  Howes  .... 

5.00 

Mrs.  William  Appleton 

5-°° 

Mrs.  C.  T.  Hubbard  .  . 

20.00 

• 

Mrs.  Walter  Hunnewell  . 

20.00 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Beal  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  Horatio  Bigelow  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  John  Jeffries  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  G.  B.  Blake  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  C.  A.  Johnson  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  N.  I.  Bowditch 

5.00 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Johnson 

5.00 

Mr.  F.  II.  Bradlee  .  . 

10  00 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Bullard  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  D.  P.  Kimball  .  .  . 

King’s  Chapel  Committee  on 

5.00 

Miss  A.  P.  Cary  .  .  . 

100.00 

Charities . 

100.00 

Mrs.  C.  C.  Chadwick  . 

10.00 

Mr.  Hamilton  Kuhn  .  . 

25.00 

Mrs.  G.  B.  Chase  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  G.  S.  Curtis  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  Abbott  Lawrence  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Curtis  .  . 

5.00 

Miss  G.  Lowell  .... 

2.00 

Mrs.  T.  F.  Cushing  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  A.  T.  Lyman  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Dalton  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  W.  P.  Mason  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mr.  Charles  Merriam  .  . 

25.00 

A.  S.  F.  A . 

20.00 

Mrs.  F.  Merriam  .... 

5.00 

Mrs.  Fay . 

10.00 

Mrs.  G.  S.  J.  Oliver  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Fay,  Jr.  .  . 

5.00 

Miss  S.  M.  Fay  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  H.  Pickering  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  Charles  Faulkner 

5.00 

Mr.  R.  T.  Parker  .... 

50.00 

Miss  H.  W.  Faulkner  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  C.  J.  Paine  .... 

5.00 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Fitz  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  B.  T.  Reed  .... 

5.00 

Mrs.  George  Gardner  . 

20.00 

Mrs.  Lucy  R.  Read  .  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Gardner  .  . 

5.00 

Miss  S.  E.  Read  .... 

10.00 

Miss  E.  Goodwin  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Robeson  .  . 

5  00 

Mrs.  Horace  Gray  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  B.  S.  Rotch ..  .  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Guild  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  G.  R.  Russell  .  .  . 

10.00 
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Mr.  Winthrop  Sargent .  .  . 

$5.00 

Mrs.  K.  W.  Sears  .... 

5.00 

Mrs.  P.  H.  Sears  .... 

5.00 

Mrs.  G.  O.  Shattuck  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Stevenson  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Stevenson  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mr.  Richard  Sullivan  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mr.  A.  P.  Tapley  .... 

25.00 

Mr.  N.  Thayer . 

5.00 

Mrs.  E.  V.  R.  Thayer  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  S.  V.  R.  Thayer  .  .  . 

5.00 

Miss  Ticknor . 

5.00 

Trustees  under  the  will  of 

Abbott  Lawrence  .... 

500.00 

Mrs.  S.  S.  Upham  .... 

5.00 

Mr.  Herbert  Wadsworth  . 

.  $50.00 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Warren  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  S.  D.  Warren  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Weston  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Wheelwright  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  T.  L.  Winthrop  .  . 

5.00 

Mr.  J.  H.  Wolcott  .  .  . 

20.00 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Wolcott  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  Roger  Wolcott  .  . 

5.00 

Friends . 

$1,349.00 

A.  W.  Spencer,  one  barrel  of  apples. 

Amelia  J.  Sargent, 

Assistant  Treasurer. 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST. 


I  bequeath  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Temporary  Home  for 
Working  Women,  a  corporation  under  the  laws  of  the  State 

of  Massachusetts,  the  sum  of . dollars,  to  the 

use  and  benefit  of  said  Corporation. 


REPORT 


I 


// 

OF  THE 


Home  for  Working-Wome 


453  SHAW MUT  AVENUE, 

(Corner  of  Rutland  Street,) 


FROM  JANUARY  i,  iSSS,  TO  JANUARY  i,  1S89. 


INCORPORATED  mAY  20,  1878. 


BOSTON : 

C.  W.  CALKINS  &  CO.,  PRINTERS, 

52  PURCHASE  STREET, 

1889. 


BOARD  OF  MANAGERS. 


Miss  E.  F.  MASON,  President. 

Mrs.  TURNER  SARGENT,  Assistant  Treasurer.  59  Beacon  St. 
Mrs.  HARTMAN  KUHN.  Miss  GORDON. 

Mrs.  R.  S.  FAY,  Jun.  Miss  M.  P.  LORING. 

Mrs.  GEORGE  TYSON.  Miss  CHICKERING. 

Mrs.  ALEXANDER  COCHRANE.  Miss  E.  M.  WHITTEMORE. 
Mrs.  W.  C.  LORING.  Mr.  GEORGE  ABBOT  JAMES. 

Mrs.  GEORGE  R.  SHAW.  Dr.  M.  H.  PRINCE. 

Miss  F.  E.  HORTON.  Mr.  R.  M.  CUSHING- 

Mr.  THEODORE  CHASE. 

Mr.  JOHN  CODMAN,  Jr.,  Treasurer,  40  Kilby  Street. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  DEXTER,  Secretary,  56  Beacon  Street. 

MA  TRON,  • 


Mrs.  DUREN. 


RULES. 


All  women  admitted  to  the  Home  must  pay  for  board 
and  lodging  by  work  in  household,  laundry  or  sewing- 
room  —  by  money  only  in  exceptional  cases. 

No  drunken  woman  will  be  received. 

i 

No  woman  will  be  admitted  with  young  children 
except  by  special  permission. 

No  woman  can  be  received  after  9J  p.  m.  unless 
brought  by  certain  authorized  agents. 

No  woman  can  remain  in  the  Home  more  than  a 
month,  or  return  there  within  a  period  of  six  months, 
except  by  special  permission  of  the  Managers. 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST. 


I  bequeath  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Temporary  Home  for 
Working- Women,  a  corporation  under  the  laws  of  the  State 

of  Massachusetts,  the  sum  of . dollars,  to  the 

use  and  benefit  of  said  Corporation. 


“HELP  THOSE  WHO  WANT  TO  HELP  THEMSELVES.” 


REPORT. 


In  all  the  previous  reports  of  the  Home,  its  objects 
and  methods  have  been  so  fully  set  forth  that  a  casual 
acquaintance  with  these  might  perhaps  be  taken  for 
granted.  But  we  will  ask  our  friends  to  bear  with  us  if, 
before  presenting  to  them  the  record  of  the  past  year, 
we  give  a  slight  resume  of  what  they  are  now  so  familiar 
with,  for  the  benefit  of  the  few  to  whom  it  may  not  be  a 
twice-told  tale. 

The  following  is  quoted  from  our  last  year’s  report :  — 

Any  respectable  girl  or  woman  who  arrives  in  Boston 
without  knowing  a  soul  in  the  city ,  who  wants  to  get  her 
own  living ,  and  has  not  money  to  support  herself  until 
she  can  find  work ,  can  safely  come  to  us.  She  zvill  find 
a  respectable  home ,  where  the  inmates  are  not  paupers 
supported  in  idleness ,  but  self-respecting  zvomeji.  She 
can  pay  us  by  working  a  part  .of  the  day ,  and  be  pro¬ 
vided  with  a  situation  in  some  good ,  honest  family .  The 
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Home  is  not  an  almshouse ,  but  a  tem-porary  home  for 
people  who  are  above  ashing  for  charity ,  and  do  not 
know  hozv  to  get  work  in  a  strange  place. 

Founded  some  eleven  and  a  half  years  ago,  for  the 
sake  of  supplying  what  had  long  been  felt,  if  not  rec¬ 
ognized,  as  a  deficiency  in  the  benevolent  system  of  our 
city,  the  Home  has  come  to  be  looked  upon  as  an  invalu¬ 
able  and  even  indispensable  adjunct  to  the  many  societies 
whose  object  is  to  help  respectable  and  deserving 
women.  Its  title,  Temporary  Home  for  Working- 
Women,  made  it  at  once  apparent  that  it  did  not  seek  to 
usurp  the  place  of  any  already  existing  charity.  Now,  as 
at  the  time  when  it  was  founded,  it  is  the  only  institution 
in  the  city  which  undertakes  to  provide  such  employ¬ 
ment  as  shall  enable  a  woman  to  support  herself  while 
seeking  a  permanent  situation.  For  the  sick  or  insane, 
for  the  common  tramp  or  “  rounder,  ”  the  city  makes  and 
has  always  made  ample  provision,  but  for  one  who,  re¬ 
duced  to  temporary  straits,  asks  only  for  the  opportunity 
to  pay  her  own  way  by  the  work  of  her  hands,  no  other 
door  but  ours  is  open.  Temporary  shelter  and  help  has 
indeed  been  often  afforded  by  other  institutions,  such, 
for  instance,  as  the  Young  Women’s  Christian  Associa¬ 
tion,  but  their  avowed  object  is  to  furnish  board  and 
lodging  for  money,  not  to  accept  as  payment  for  these 
an  equivalent  in  work  —  a  system  which  is  of  course 
impossible  in  any  establishment  where  no  industries  are 
carried  on.  The  Temporary  Home,  on  the  contrary, 


7 


V 


is  founded  upon  a  strictly  industrial  basis.  In  past 
years  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of  admitting  a  certain 
number  of  temporary  boarders  and  lodgers,  and  this,  in 
spite  of  our  extremely  moderate  charges,  has  brought  us 
a  slight  profit.  But,  although  glad  of  any  opportunity 
to  increase  our  income  and  still  more  glad  to  extend 
our  sphere  of  usefulness,  we  no  longer  encourage 
monied  applicants.  Our  first  duty  is  to  those  for  whom 
the  Home  was  founded  —  such  as  have  the  desire  but  not 
the  wherewithal  to  pay  their  own  way  —  and  the  possi  • 
bility  must  never  arise  of  having  to  refuse  some  needy 
applicant  because  her  place  is  filled  by  a  boarder  who 
might  have  gone  elsewhere. 

In  no  sense,  however,  is  this  more  than  a  transient 
abode.  Our  object  is  to  find  places  for  inmates,  not  to 
provide  a  permanent  lodging-place .  Were  the  rule — that 
no  woman  may  remain  in  the  Home  more  than  a  month — 
to  be  relaxed,  there  would  undoubtedly  be  less  effort 
made  to  find  situations  or  to  accept  those  which  are 
offered.  The  second  clause  of  the  same  rule  —  that  no 
inmate  on  leaving  the  Home  must  return  within  a  period 
of  six  months — we  regard  as  a  most  important  proviso, 
in  view  of  the  too  common  tendency  to  leave  situations 
without  sufficient  reason. 

Within  the  past  year  or  so,  the  rule  relating  to  the 
admission  of  women  with  young  children  has  been 
somewhat  modified.  Provided  the  house  is  not  so  full 
that  the  other  inmates  will  be  disturbed  at  night,  a 
mother  with  a  child  under  two  years  old  may,  at  the 
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matron’s  discretion,  be  allowed  to  remain  fora  few  days, 
until  a  place  can  be  found  such  as  not  infrequently  offers 
where  a  woman  is  willing  to  accept  low  wages,  for  the 
sake  of  keeping  her  child.  Another  modification  is  to 
be  noted  in  the  rule  that  no  woman  can  be  received 
after  9J  p.  m.  An  arrangement  has  been  made,  by 
which  girls  arriving  in  the  city  at  night  may  be  brought 
to  the  Home  by  the  agents  of  the  Travellers’  Aid  Socie¬ 
ties. 

It  may  be  stated  here  that,  inasmuch  as  the  House  is 
intended  for  respectable  women,  it  cannot  in  justice 
receive  those  of  bad  habits  or  of  blemished  character. 
It  is,  however,  not  always  easy  to  discriminate  between 
the  worthless  and  the  deserving,  and  even  with  the  great¬ 
est  care  and  caution,  mistakes  will  occasionallv  be  made 
hi  this  as  in  other  directions.  It  is  the  constant  aim  of  the 
managers  to  improve  their  methods,  and  they  are  always 
glad  to  be  informed  of  any  imperfections  or  short¬ 
comings,  for  only  by  the  help  of  criticism  and  friendly 
advice  and  co-operation  can  the  best  results  be  attained. 

We  are  glad  to  feel  that  there  is  now  a  greater  cer¬ 
tainty  than  heretofore  of  our  reaching  the  class  which, 
perhaps  more  than  any  other,  needs  our  help  and 
protection.  The  Travellers’  Aid  Societies,  mentioned 
in  our  last  Report,  are  pursuing  vigorously  their  work  of 
meeting  at  the  wharves,  stations,  and  often  on  the  trains, 
girls  from  the  country  or  the  Provinces,  and  of  giving 
them  friendly  advice  and  direction.  Not  infrequently, 
young  women,  apparently  expecting  to  find  a  place 
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ready  to  their  hand,  arrive  in  the  city  without  knowing  a 
human  being  of  whom  they  can  ask  advice,  and,  more¬ 
over,  without  a  single  cent  in  their  pockets  to  pay  for  a 
night’s  lodging.  It  can  easily,  then,  be  imagined  from 
what  dangers  such  agencies  as  these  are  able  to  save 
many  young  lives.  In  no  sense  new  charitable  institu¬ 
tions,  these  Societies  arouse  no  opposition  from  such  as 
object  to  multiplying  institutional  work.  Like  the 
Registration  Bureau,  they  are  simply  agencies,  interme¬ 
diaries  which  conduct  to  the  proper  sources  of  supply. 
Of  such  importance  do  we  hold  our  own  connection  with 
them,  that,  as  already  stated,  we  have  made  a  special 
arrangement  by  which  girls  brought  by  the  agents 
!  are  received  into  the  Home  at  any  hour  of  the  night. 

Of  the  573  women  received  at  the  Home  during  the 
year  1888,  124  have  been  21  years  old  or  under,  and 
48,  17  years  old  or  under.  The  intelligence  office  con¬ 
tinues  to  do  good  work,  supplying  every  variety  of 
demand,  from  the  skilled  seamstress  or  housekeeper  to 
the  rough  maid-of-all-work.  Especially  satisfactory 
are  the  instances  where  some  forlorn  girl  whose  short  life 
has  known  but  little  kindness  has  found  a  happy  home 
with  some  motherly  woman  who,  moved  by  her  sad 
history,  has  adopted  her  as  a  member  of  her  family. 

It  is  a  pleasant  feature  of  the  work  that  girls  who  have 
obtained  places  from  the  home  like  to  visit  it  on  their 
“evenings  out,”  and  to  attend  the  service  which  is  held 
there  Sunday  afternoon.  On  Christmas  day,  by  the  kind¬ 
ness  of  friends,  the  matron  provided  a  tree,  which  was 
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largely  attended  by  former  as  well  as  present  inmates* 
each  one  finding  upon  it  some  useful  gift. 

As  shown  by  our  figures,  the  laundry  work  has  greatly 
increased  within  the  past  year.  By  skillful  manage¬ 
ment,  the  matron  is  now  able  to  do  the  highest  grade  of 
work  with  satisfaction  to  customers,  and  yet  to  dispense 
with  all  paid  workers,  with  the  exception  of  the  head 
laundress.  This  department  has  always  been  more 
remunerative  than  the  sewing-room,  where  we  have  a 
much  less  steady  patronage.  At  certain  seasons  there 
is  enough  work,  but  at  others  many  more  orders  than  are 
sent  in  could  be  filled.  Our  charges  are  extremely 
moderate,  and  dressmaking  or  any  kind  of  sewing 
excellently  done,  as  a  visit  to  the  work-room  will  show. 

It  is  not  hard  to  see  why  an  institution  conducted  on 
this  basis  is  unable  to  pay  all  its  own  expenses,  as  is 
sometimes  done  in  other  institutions  of  a  somewhat 
similar  character,  where  inmates  are  kept  after  their 
work  has  become  remunerative.  With  us,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  as  soon  as  an  inmate  has  acquired  the  skill  to 
perform  remunerative  labor,  it  is  our  duty  to  find  her  a 
place  and  require  her  to  take  it  whenever  it  offers,  no 
matter  how  inconvenient  it  may  be  to  lose  her  from  our 
work-rooms.  In  many  instances,  the  object  lessons 
which  a  woman  has  received  at  the  Home  make  it 
possible  for  her  to  get  a  situation  which  she  could  not 
previously  have  filled.  But  to  effect  this  object,  and  to 
retain  the  customers  whose  patronage  makes  these 
object  lessons  possible,  an  able  staff' of  head  workers 




must  be  employed.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  educa¬ 
tional  work  is  always  expensive,  and  that  any  industrial 
system  which  combines  instruction  with  custom  work 
cannot  be  a  complete  financial  success.  And  thus  it  is 
that  we  find  ourselves  compelled  year  by  year  to  remind 
our  friends  and  well-wishers  that  we  must  still  look  to 
them  for  the  means  of  carrying  on  our  Home. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  Messrs.  Prang  &  Co.  for 
a  large  quantity  of  Christmas  cards  ;  to  Rev.  D.  W. 
Waldron  for  Easter  cards  ;  to  the  Hospital  Newspaper 
Society  for  books  and  magazines,  and  to  Mrs.  W. 
C.  Coring  for  a  barrel  of  apples.  We  are  sorry 
that  we  have  not  a  larger  list  of  donations  to  record. 
Additions  to  our  little  library,  gifts  of  inexpensive 
material  which  may  be  made  into  under-garments 
and  gowns  for  sale,  or  of  bed  linen,  blankets,  towels 
and  the  like,  or  indeed  household  supplies  of  any  kind, 
would  be  gratefully  received,  and  there  is  hardly  any¬ 
thing  in  the  way  of  provisions  which  would  not  be  most 
acceptable. 

The  next  page  contains  the  statement  of  how  many 
have  been  helped  by  us  during  the  past  year. 
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1888. 


Women  admitted  .  573 

“  sent  to  permanent  places  .  247 

“  u  day  service  .  63 

u  “  hospitals  .  13 

Meals  paid  for  in  work  . ' . 24,695 

“  “  “  money  .  525 

Lodgings  paid  for  in  work  .  8,216 

“  “  u  money  .  112 

Total  number  of  meals  . 25,220 

Total  number  of  lodgings  .  8,328 
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Temporary  Home  for  Working-Women.  Annual  Account. 


Balance,  Dec.  31,  1887  .  .  . 

.  .  .  • 

$13.49 

Contributions  . 

$2,225.00 

Interest  on  balances  U.  S.  D.  V. 

13-75 

Income  from  investments 

2  85.  CO 

2,523-75 

Bequests  from  the  late  C.  G.  Emmons, 

. 

500.00 

Receipts  at  the  Home  :  — 

Donations  .... 

6. 19 

Laundry  .... 

I>34I-9° 

Sewing- Room 

369.72 

Lodgings  .... 

24.20 

Meals  .... 

56.00 

1,798  01 

1,798.01 

4,S35-25 

Expenses  at  the  Home  :  — 

Incidentals  .... 

90.44 

Provisions  .... 

477.94 

Groceries  .... 

555-79 

Salaries  .... 

885-45 

Wages  .... 

423.00 

House  Furnishing 

172.32 

Fuel  .... 

363  18 

Gas  and  Water  Rates  . 

61.21 

3-029  33 

3,029.33 

Expense, 

35.00 

Purchase  $500  C.  K,  &  W.  5  %  bonds  . 

•  •  •  • 

480.42 

Improvements  and  repairs  at  No.  435  Shawmut  Avenue  . 

441.66 

Suffolk  Savings  Bank,  interest  on  Mortgage,  $8000,  at  % 

360.00 

Printing  postals  and  Annual  Report  . 

.  • 

54.00 

Balance  Dec.  31,  18S8 

•  •  •  • 

434-84 

$4*835-2.5 

The  funds  belonging  to  the  Home  are  invested  as  follows:  — 
$2,000  Wis  V.  R.  R  7  %  bonds. 

1,000  C.  B.  &  R.  R.  4  %  bonds. 

1,000  Marq.  &  O.  8  %  bonds. 

500  C.  K.  &  W.  5  %  bonds. 

Par  $4,500.  Cost  $4,903.73 


JOHN  CODMAN,  2d,  Treas. 
Examined  with  vouchers  and  approved. 

GEORGE  ABBOT  JAMES,  Auditor. 

Boston,  Mass,  January  5,  1889. 


LIST  OF  SUBSCRIBERS  FOR  1888. 


Mrs.  C.  W.  Amory  .  . 

$IO  oo 

Mrs.  G.  G.  Lowell  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs  C.  F.  Adams  .  . 
Mr.  Willliam  Amory  . 

20.00 

10.00 

Mrs.  T.  K.  Lothrop  . 

Miss  E.  F.  Mason  .  . 

•  • 

10.00 

50.00 

Mrs.  C.  F.  Bradford  . 

IO  oo 

Miss  I.  M.  Mason  .  . 

,  , 

50.00 

Mrs.  S.  Brooks  .  .  . 
Mrs.  Brimmer  .... 

20.00 

25.OO 

Dr.  F.  Minot  .... 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Burnham,  Jr 

5°° 

Miss  L.  Norcross  .  . 

•  • 

5.00 

Mrs.  W.  F.  Cary  .  .  . 

50.00 

The  Misses  Paine  .  . 

10  00 

Mis.  A.  Cochrane  .  . 

20.00 

Mr.  R.  T.  Paine  .  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  Randolph  Coolie 

ge 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Phillips,  Jr. 

•  • 

25.00 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Coolidge,  Jr. 

10.00 

Mrs.  W.  D.  Pickman  . 

•  • 

10.00 

Mrs.  T.  Jefferson  Coolie 

ge 

10.00 

Mr.  W.  A.  Prescott 

.  , 

20.00 

Mrs.  A.  Croft  .... 

10.00 

Mrs.  y.  Pickering  Putnam 

20.00 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Curtis,  Jr.  . 

50.00 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Peabody  . 

. 

25.00 

Mrs.  H.  G.  Curtis  .  . 
Mrs.  j.  F.  Curtis  .  .  . 

5.00 

10.00 

Miss  G.  L.  Putnam 

•  • 

50.00 

Mr.  R.  M.  Cushing 

50.00 

Mrs.  H.  P.  Quincy  .  . 

•  • 

5.00 

Mrs.  L.  S.  Dabney  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Robbins  . 

20.00 

Mrs.  A.  Denny  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  y.  C.  Rogers  .  . 

.  , 

50  00 

Mrs.  Dexter . 

Mr.  Arthur  Dexter  .  . 

50.00 

=50.00 

Mrs.  George  Ropes 

•  • 

10.00 

Mr.  F.  Gordon  Dexter 

50.00 

Mrs.  H.  Saltonstall 
Mrs.  H.  J.  Sargent  .  . 

•  • 

50.00 

5-co 

Mr.  Wm.  Endicott,  Jr. 

50.00 

Mrs.  Turner  Sargent  . 
Mrs.  R.  G.  Shaw  .  . 

•  • 

5.00 

10.00 

Mrs.  R.  S.  Fay,  Jr.  .  . 

50.00 

Mrs.  G.  R.  Shaw  . 

,  , 

10.00 

Mrs.  A.  Flagg  .... 

5.00 

Mrs.  F.  Stone  .... 
Mr.  H.  F.  Sears  .  .  . 

•  • 

5.00 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Glidden 

Miss  E.  C.  Gray  .  . 

0  Ol 

§8 

Mrs.  F.  Skinner  .  .  . 

Mrs.  Thayer . 

10.00 

50.00 

Mrs.  H.  L.  Higginson 
Mrs.  Hunnewell  .  .  . 

15.00 

50.00 

Miss  A.  G.  Thayer  .  . 

•  • 

25.00 

Mr.  F.  W.  Hunnewell 

25.00 

Miss  M.  A.  Wales  .  . 

20.00 

Mrs.  Hollis  Hunnewell 

25.00 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Ware  .  .  . 

20.00 

Mrs.  E.  J.  Holmes  .  . 

* 

10.00 

Mrs.  F.  M.  Weld  .  .  . 
Mrs.  S.  W.  Whitman 

10.00 

25.00 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Joy  .  .  . 

10.00 

The  Misses  Whitney  . 
Mrs.  Winthrop  .  .  . 

•  • 

5.00 

25.00 

Mrs.  II.  Kuhn  .... 

25.00 

Beverly  Wright  .  . 

•  • 

50  00 

Miss  Larkin . 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Loring  .  . 

2.00 

10. 00 

Mr.  Charles  L.  Young 

•  • 

10.00 

Mrs.  Augustus  Lowell 

10.00 

$1,517.00 

88  888  8  88888888  8  888  88888888  88  88888 
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DONATIONS. 


Mrs.  J.  Abbott  .... 

$5  oo 

Mr.  Charles  Merriam 

.  25.00 

Mrs.  Appleton  .... 

5.00 

Mrs.  F.  Morison  .  .  . 

.  25.00 

Mr.  E.  P.  Beebe  .  . 

50.00 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Beal  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  H.  Pickering  .  .  . 

5.00 

Dr.  W.  S.  Bigelow  .  . 

5°  00 

Mr.  R.  T.  Parker  .  .  . 

.  50.00 

Mrs.  G.  B.  Blake  .  . 

10  00 

Mrs.  C.  J.  Paine  .... 

5.00 

Mrs.  N.  I.  Bowditch  . 

60.00 

Mrs.  A.  P.  Peabody  . 

.  10.00 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Bullard  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  P.  (J.  Brooks  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  B.  T.  Reed  .... 

5.00 

Mrs.  Lucy  R.  Read  .  . 

.  10. 00 

Mr.  Theodore  Chase  . 

25.00 

Miss  S.  E.  Read  .... 

.  10.00 

Mr.  H.  G.  O.  Chase  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Robeson  .  . 

10.00 

Rev.  Mr.  Chase  .  .  .  . 

10  00 

Mrs.  B.  S.  Rotch  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  G.  B.  Chase  .  . 

5.00 

Miss  Edith  Rotch  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  G.  S.  Curtis  .  . 

5.00 

Mr.  T.  F.  Cushing  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  Winthrop  Sargent  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  K.  W.  Sears  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Dalton  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  P.  H.  Sears  .... 

5.00 

Mrs.  G.  O.  Shattuck  .  . 

5.00 

A.  S.  F.  A . 

25.00 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Stevenson  .  . 

•  5-00 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Stevenson  . 

•  5  00 

Mrs.  Fay  ...... 

10.00 

Miss  S.  M.  Fay  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  N.  Thayer,  Jr.  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  Charles  Faulkner 

5.00 

Mrs.  E.  V.  R.  Thayer  . 

•  5-oo 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Fields  .  .  . 

4.00 

Mrs.  S.  V.  R.  Thayer  . 

.  5x0 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Fiiz  .  .  . 

5.00 

Miss  Ticknor . 

5.00 

Mrs.  George  Gardner 

20.00 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Warren  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Gardner 

5.00 

Mrs.  S.  D.  Warren  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  Horace  Gray  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Wheelwright 

5.00 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Guild  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  T.  L.  Winthrop 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Wolcott  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  F.  L.  Higginson 

5.00 

Mrs.  Roger  Wolcott  .  . 

5.00 

Miss  E.  Howes  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  F.  A.  Whit  well  .  . 

5.00 

Friends . 

Mrs.  C.  A.  Johnson  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Johnson 

5.00 

$704.00 

Amelia  J.  Sargent 

Mrs.  D.  P.  Kimball  . 

5.00 

Assistant  Treasurer. 

King’s  Chapel  Committee 

on  Charities  .  .  . 

50.00 

Mrs.  Abbott  Lawrence 

5.00 

Mrs.  A.  T.  Lyman  .  . 

5.00 

REPORT 
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HELP  THOSE  WHO  WANT  TO  HELP  THEMSELVES.” 


REPORT. 


At  the  risk  of  repeating  what  our  patrons  and  kind 
friends  may  already  be  familiar  with,  it  seems  advisable 
before  presenting  to  them  the  record  of  the  past  year,  to 
tell  the  few  to  whom  it  may  not  be  an  old  story,  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  Home. 

The  Home  is  a  temporary  abode  for  any  respectable 
woman  or  young  girl,  also  for  those  who  come  to  the  city  as 
strangers,  without  money  enough  to  support  themselves. 
The  women  can  pay  for  their  board  or  lodging  a  nominal 
sum,  or  by  working  a  part  of  each  day,  until  they  are  pro¬ 
vided  with  a  good  situation  ;  to  secure  such  situations  is  an 
important  part  of  our  work.  We  desire  emphatically  to 
state  in  this  connection,  that  the  rule  with  regard  to  the 
respectable  character  of  those  admitted  to  the  institution 
is  intended  to  be  always  rigidly  enforced. 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  in  this,  the  twelfth  year  of  its 
existence,  such  successful  results  as  the  Home  can  show, 
and  these  results  are  in  great  measure  due  to  the  untiring 
interest  and  industry  of  our  present  matrons. 

There  is  little  left  to  be  said  in  addition  to  the  statement 
of  last  year,  as  to  the  successful  working  of  the  sewings 
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room  and  laundry.  These  departments  make,  if  anything, 
a  still  better  showing,  and  the  work  done  continues  to  give 
satisfaction.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  public  will  co¬ 
operate  in  this  good  work  by  a  continuation  of  their  patron¬ 
age.  Our  connection  with  the  Traveller’s  Aid  Society  is 
most  important,  and  as  stated  in  the  last  report,  girls 
brought  by  the  agents  are  received  into  the  Home  at  any 
hour  of  the  night.  Through  the  kindness  of  friends  and 
Mr.  Waldron,  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  dinners  were 
provided.  The  Home  was  closed  one  month  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  for  necessary  painting,  and  is  now  in  an  exceptionally 
clean  and  orderly  condition. 

The  following  stories  will  show  the  practicable  working  of 
the  Home.  A  young  and  attractive  German  Jewess,  just 
arrived  in  this  country  for  the  purpose  of  marrying  a  cousin 
to  whom  she  was  engaged,  had  lost  or  mistaken  the  address 
of  her  people  here,  and  could  not  speak  a  word  of  English. 
Fortunately  after  fruitless  search  for  her  friends,  the  cab¬ 
man  brought  her  to  the  Home.  The  matron,  with  praise¬ 
worthy  forethought,  sent  for  a  German  neighbor  to  act  as 
interpreter.  For  two  days,  while  she  stayed  at  the  Home, 
thorough  search  was  made  through  the  North  End,  which 
resulted  in  the  discovery  of  the  cousin,  who  claimed  his 
bride.  Since  then  they  have  visited  the  Home  to  express 
their  grateful  appreciation.  A  young  girl  from  Ireland 
was  met  at  the  steamer  by  an  agent  of  the  Traveller’s  Aid, 
and  brought  to  the  Home.  She  said  she  had  come  to  join 
an  aunt  who  lived  “  somewhere  near  Boston.”  When 
asked  how  she  expected  to  find  her,  she  said  she  was  going 
to  “  the  Chemist’s  ”  to  enquire.  She  had  not  heard  from 
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the  aunt  for  years.  Although  the  Home  was  closed, 
she  was  received,  and  a  good  place  was  found  for  her  the 
following  day.  These  are  but  instances  where  the  useful¬ 
ness  of  the  Home  has  been  demonstrated. 

The  intelligence  office  continues  to  do  good  work,  and 
supplies  girls  for  all  departments  of  domestic  service.  As 
the  Home  is  dependent  on  the  generosity  of  friends,  dona¬ 
tions  of  any  kind  are  always  gratefully  received. 

The  generous  bequest  of  the  late  Charles  Merriam,  Esq., 
appears  in  the  Treasurer’s  annual  account.  It  enabled  us 
to  discharge  the  mortgage  on  the  Home,  giving  us  the 
satisfaction  of  feeling  that  we  are  free  from  debt.  Mr. 
Merriam’s  memory  will  be  kindly  cherished  as  one  of  the 
friends  we  owe  solely  to  the  work  we  have  done. 

The  following  donations  are  thankfully  acknowledged  : — 

From  George  Chase,  Mansfield,  Mass.,  fruit,  vegetables,  and  eggs. 

From  Mrs.  Duren,  vegetables  and  fruit. 

From  Mr.  Waldron,  turkeys. 

* 

Books  and  papers.  Unknown. 

Christmas  cards  from  Prang’s. 

Christmas  cards  from  Hospital  Newspaper  Society. 

Flowers.  Unknown. 

From  Abram  French,  three  baskets  of  crockery. 

This  list  embraces  only  the  donations  received  since 
June  29th,  when  the  present  matron  came  to  the  Home. 

Our  report  must  not  close  without  a  few  words  to  testify 
our  sorrow  at  the  loss  of  our  late  Assistant  Treasurer, 
Mrs.  Turner  Sargent.  She  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  Home,  and  served  as  Treasurer  for  several  years.  Her 
health  then  required  a  rest  of  some  months  ;  but  she  filled 
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the  less  laborious  post  of  Assistant  Treasurer  until  very 
shortly  before  her  death.  In  her  the  Home  lost  a  constant 
and  active  worker ;  and  the  Board  of  Managers  an  asso¬ 
ciate  whose  zeal  in  our  scheme  never  failed,  and  whose 
presence  at  the  monthly  meetings  was  an  element  of 
cheerfulness  which  all  greatly  miss  now  that  she  is  gone. 


Work  of  the  Year 


Janua?y  i,  1889,  to  January  1,  1890. 


Women  admitted 

„  sent  to  permanent  places 
„  „  „  day  service  .  . 

Meals  paid  for  in  money  .  .  . 

„  „  „  work  .... 

Lodgings  paid  for  in  work  .  .  . 

„  „  money  .  . 

Total  number  meals . 

lodgings  .... 


21,741 


7.251 

87 


421 

179 

288 

569 


JOHN  CODMAN,  2D,  Treasurer. 
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Temporary  Home  for  Working-Women  —  Annual  Account. 


LIST  OF  SUBSCRIBERS  FOR  1889 


Mrs.  C.  F.  Adams  .... 

$20.00 

Mrs.  C.  W.  Amory  .... 

10.00 

Mrs.  Bowditch . 

50.00 

Mrs.  C.  F.  Bradford  .  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  Brimmer . 

25.00 

Mrs.  S.  Brooks . 

20.00 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Burnham,  Jr  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  W.  F.  Cary  .... 

50.00 

Mrs.  A.  Cochrane  .... 

20.00 

Mrs.  J.  Randolph  Coolidge  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Coolidge,  Jr.  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  T.  Jefferson  Coolidge  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  A.  Croft . 

10.00 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Curtis  .... 

50.00 

Mrs.  H.  J.  Curtis  .... 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Curtis  .... 

10.00 

Mrs.  R.  M.  Cushing  .  .  . 

50.00 

Mrs.  L.  S.  Dabney  .... 

5.00 

Mrs.  A.  Denny . 

5.00 

Mrs.  Dexter . 

50.00 

Mr.  Arthur  Dexter  .... 

50.00 

Mr.  F.  Gordon  Dexter  .  . 

50.00 

Mr.  Wm.  Endicott,  Jr.  .  . 

50.00 

Mrs.  R.  S.  Fay,  Jr . 

50.00 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Fitz . 

10.00 

Mrs.  A.  Flagg  .  .  .  .  _. 

5.00 

Mr.  G.  A.  Goddard  .  .  . 

50.00 

Miss  E.  C.  Gray  .... 

10.00 

Mrs.  H.  L.  Higginson 

I5-°° 

Mr.  Hunnewell . 

50.00 

Mr.  F.  W.  Hunnewell  .  . 

25.00 

Mrs.  Hollis  Hunnewell  .  . 

25.00 

Mr.  G.  A.  James  .  .  . 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Joy  .  .  .  . 

Mrs.  H.  Kuhn  .  .  .  . 

Miss  Larkin  .... 
Mrs.  W.  C.  Loring  .  . 

Mrs.  T.  K.  Lothrop 
Mrs.  Augustus  Lowell 
Mrs.  G.  G.  Lowell  .  . 

Miss  E.  F.  Mason  . 

Miss  I.  M.  Mason  .  . 

Dr.  F.  Minot  .... 

Miss  L.  Norcross 

Mr.  R.  T.  Paine  .  .  . 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Peabody 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Phillips,  Jr. 
Mrs.  W.  D.  Pickman  . 
Mr.  W.  A.  Prescott 
Mrs.  J,  Pickering  Putnam 

Mrs.  H.  P.  Quincy  .  .  . 

Miss  S.  E.  Read  .  . 

Mrs.  L.  R.  Read 
Mrs.  R.  E.  Robbins 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Rogers  .  . 

Mrs.  Geo.  Ropes  .  . 

Mrs.  H.  Saltonstall 
Mrs.  H.  J.  Sargent  .  . 

Mrs.  Turner  Sargent  . 
Dr.  H.  F.  Sears  .  .  . 

Mrs.  G.  R.  Shaw .  .  . 

Mrs.  R.  G.  Shaw  .  . 

Mrs.  F.  Skinner  . 

Mrs.  F.  Stone  .  .  - 


$10.00 

10.00 

25.00 

2.00 
10.00 
10.00 
10.00 
.  10.00 

50.00 

50.00 

5.00 

5.00 

10.00 

20.00 

25.00 

10.00 

20.00 

20.00 


5.00 

10.00 

10.00 

20.00 

50.00 

10.00 

50.00 

5.00 

5.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

5.00 
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Mrs.  Thayer . 

.  $50.00 

Miss  A.  G.  Thayer  .  .  . 

.  25.00 

Miss  M.  A.  Wales  .  .  . 

.  20.00 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Ware  .  .  . 

.  20.00 

Mrs.  F.  M.  Weld  .  .  . 

.  10.00 

Mrs.  S.  W.  Whitman  .  . 

.  25.00 

Miss  Mary  Whitney 

5.00 

Miss  E.  M.  Whittemore  .  .  $10.00 

Mrs.  Winthrop . 25.00 

Mr.  Beverly  Wright  .  .  .  50.00 

Mr.  Charles  L.  Young  .  .  10.00 


$i,577-oo 


DONATIONS. 


A.  S.  F.  A . 

.  .  $25.00 

Mrs.  L.  A.  Abbott  . 

.  .  1. 00 

Mrs.  Appleton 

.  .  5.00 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Beal  .  .  . 

.  .  5.00 

Mr.  E.  P.  Beebe  .  . 

.  .  50.00 

Mrs.  H.  Bigelow 

.  .  5.00 

Mrs.  G.  B.  Blake  .  . 

.  .  10.00 

Mrs.  Francis  Brooks  . 

.  .  10.00 

Mrs.  P.  C.  Brooks  . 

.  .  25.00 

L.  C.  B . 

.  .  5.00 

Mrs.  Burnham 

.  .  5.00 

Mrs.  William  Bliss  .  . 

.  .  2.00 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Bullard  . 

.  .  10.00 

Mrs.  G.  G.  Crocker .  . 

.  .  5.00 

Mrs.  G.  S.  Curtis  .  . 

.  .  5.00 

Mr.  Louis  Curtis  .  . 

/ 

.  .  10.00 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Dalton  .  . 

.  .  5.00 

Miss  Dorr . 

.  .  5.00 

Mrs.  F.  W.  Eaton  . 

.  .  10.00 

Mrs.  Charles  Faulkner  .  .  $5.00 

Miss  S.  M.  Fay . 5.00 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Fay . 10.00 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Fields  ....  5.00 

Mrs.  Charles  Fry  .  .  .  .  5.00 

Friend .  1.00 

Friend .  1.00 

Friend .  1.00 

Mrs.  Horace  Gray  ....  5.00 

Mrs.  H.  S.  Grew  ....  5.00 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Guild  ....  5.00 


Mr.  Geo.  Higginson  .  .  .  50.00 

King’s  Chapel  Committee  on 


Charities . 50.00 

Mrs.  Abbott  Lawrence  .  .  5.00 

Mrs.  Charles  Merriam  .  .  25.00 

Mrs.  F.  Morison . 10.00 


IO 


Mrs.  C.  J.  Paine  .  .  . 

.  .  $5.00 

Mr.  R.  E.  Parker  .  . 

.  .  50.00 

Mrs.  S.  T.  Peabody 

.  .  5.00 

Mrs.  H.  Pickering  .  . 

.  .  5.00 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Perkins  . 

.  .  5.00 

Mrs.  B.  T.  Reed  .  .  . 

.  .  5.00 

Miss  A.  H.  Reynolds  . 

.  .  2.00 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Robeson  . 

.  .'  10.00 

Mrs.  P.  H.  Sears 

.  .  5.00 

Mrs.  J.  O.  Shattuck 

.  •  10.00 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Stevenson  . 

'-j  1 

b 

0 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Stevenson  .  . 

.  $5.00 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Storer  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  N.  Thayer,  Jr.  .  . 

5.00 

Miss  Ticknor  .... 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Warren  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  S.  D.  Warren  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Wheelwright  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Wolcott.  .  . 

.  50.00 

Mrs.  Roger  Wolcott  .  . 

5.00 

$583.00 

FORM  OF  BEQUEST. 


I  bequeath  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Temporary  Home 
for  Working-Women,  a  corporation  under  the  laws  of  the 

State  of  Massachusetts,  the  sum  of . 

dollars,  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  said  Corporation. 


REPORT 


/3 

OF  THE 


Temporary  Home  for 


WORKING-WOM 


453  SHAWMUT  AVENUE, 


FROM  JANUARY  i,  1890,  TO  JANUARY  1,  1891. 


INCORPORATED  MAY  20,  1878. 


B  O  S  T  O  N  : 

THE  BART  A  PRESS. 
148  High  Street. 

1891. 


BOARD  OF  MANAGERS. 


Miss  E.  F.  MASON,  President. 

Mrs.  W.  C.  LORING,  Assistant  Treasurer,  20  Hereford  St. 
Mrs.  HARTMAN  KUIIN. 

Mrs.  R.  S.  FAY,  Jr. 

Mrs.  GEORGE  TYSON. 

Mrs.  ALEXANDER  COCHRANE. 

Mrs.  GEORGE  R.  SHAW. 

Mrs.  L.  S.  DABNEY. 

Mrs.  H.  B.  CHAPIN. 

Mrs.  O.  W.  PEABODY. 

Miss  HORTON. 

Miss  GORDON. 

Miss  M.  P.  LORING. 

Miss  C DICKERING. 

Miss  E.  M.  WHITTEMORE. 

Mr.  GEORGE  ABBOT  JAMES. 

Dr.  PRINCE. 

Mr.  R.  M.  CUSHING. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  LYMAN. 

Mr.  JOHN  CODMAN,  2D,  Treasurer,  40  Kilby  St. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  DEXTER,  Secretary. 


Matron. 
Mrs.  SKINNER. 


REPORT. 


In  making  their  annual  report,  it  may  be  well  for  the 
Board  of  Managers  to  recall  to  the  public  the  object  for 
which  the  home  was  begun,  and  then,  show  how  nearly 
the  results  desired  have  been  attained.  The  statement  is 
short. 

Prior  to  1878,  one  not  infrequently  read,  or  heard,  of 
pitiful  cases,  where  women  —  especially  young  women  — 
out  of  work,  willing  to  work,  able  to  work,  unable  to  get 
work,  and  unwilling  to  accept  the  conditions  of  places  like 
the  Chardon  Street  Home,  had  gone  into  the  army  of  the 
unworthy  ;  or  the  story  was  of  want  and  suffering  bravely 
borne,  charity  reluctantly  accepted,  or  the  inevitable 
despairingly  anticipated  ! 

About  this  time,  it  was  determined,  by  certain  people, 
that  there  should  be  in  Boston,  a  clean,  decent,  and 
reasonably  comfortable  place,  where  any  respectable 
woman,  out  of  work,  should  have  board  and  lodging  tempo¬ 
rarily,  protection,  kindly  counsel,  and  aid  in  finding  a 
permanent  place  wherein  to  earn  an  honest  living,  and 
“The  Temporary  Home  for  Working-Women”  was 
established.  We  could  give  many  stories  of  how  our 
help  had  been  timely,  but  we  prefer  simply  to  point  to  the 
result,  and  keep  as  confidential  the  confidences  made  to 
our  matron. 
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It  is  not  for  a  moment  pretended  that  we  are  a  “cure 
all  ”  ;  but  we  do  believe  we  are  a  necessity.  This  Home 
was  the  first  of  its  kind,  and,  so  far  as  we  know,  it  is  still 
the  only  one.  At  Chardon  Street,  the  line  of  respecta¬ 
bility,  of  decency,  is  not  drawn,  and  cannot  be.  At  the 
establishments  of  “The  Young  Women’s  Christian  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  Union,”  money — not  a  large  amount,  to  be 
sure,  still  money  —  is  demanded.  We  have  never  pro¬ 
posed  to  have  sick  women,  because  for  such  there  are 
places  in  the  hospitals,  but  we  take  a  woman  who  may 
have  a  young  child,  if  in  other  respects  she  is  up  to  our 
requirements. 

Of  course,  there  are  women  that  nothing  can  make  go 
wrong,  and,  unfortunately,  there  are  some  that  nothing 
will  induce  to  go  right ;  but  between  these  two  extremes, 
there  are  a  great  many  whom,  with  the  first  named,  we. 
can  influence  and  help. 

As  to  our  finances,  we  refer  you  to  our  Treasurer’s 
report.  If  this  be  compared  with  the  previous  year’s 
report,  a  falling  off  of  contributions  will  be  observed, 
amounting  to  over  $300.  This  is  probably  due  to  a  mis¬ 
taken  impression  that  we  are  no  longer  dependent  upon 
outside  assistance.  It  is  true  that  we  are  out  of  debt. 
It  is  also  true  that  our  receipts  from  work  done  at  the 
Home,  and  our  small  income  from  investments,  supple¬ 
mented  by  subscriptions,  have  so  far  made  it  unnecessary 
to  draw  upon  our  capital  for  support.  But  this  must  soon 
cease  to  be  the  case  if  we  lose  many  more  of  our  old 
subscribers  ;  and  we  must  gain  many  new  ones  before  we 
can  reach  the  position  which  we  feel  should  be  reached  — 


sufficient  invested  funds  to  insure  the  continuance  of  our 
work  beyond  a  peradventure.  We  therefore  appeal  to  our 
friends,  old  and  new,  to  aid  us. 

We  are  more  than  one-half  self-supporting,  and  any 
woman  who  comes  to  us  realizes  most  distinctly  that  it  is 
a  working  Home,  where  they  pay  in  work  for  what  they 
get,  and  when  they  leave  us,  no  such  regret  goes  with 
them  as  would  if  they  felt  they  had  taken  charity. 

All  women,  whilst  in  the  Home,  are  taught,  if  necessary, 
to  do  better  the  work  they  propose  to  do.  Unless  there 
are  good  reasons  to  the  contrary,  one  month  is  the  limit  of 
any  woman’s  stay  in  the  Home.  It  is  insisted  that,  when 
a  situation  offered  to  an  inmate  is  a  fair  one,  she  must 
accept  it,  even  if  it  has  some  drawbacks.  That  the 
Home  is  economically  managed,  we  fully  believe.  We 
can  never  be  entirely  self-supporting,  because  the  women 
are  so  constantly  changing,  the  skilled  ones  more  rapidly 
finding  places  than  the  unskilled,  who  remain  with  us 
longer  and  are  taught ;  but  as  was  said  earlier,  nearly  one- 
half  of  the  running  expenses  are  met  by  the  work  done  in 
the  house. 

The  cost  of  the  materials  for  the  meals  will  average  a 
little  less  than  six  cents  a  woman,  for  each  meal ;  but  this 
does  not  include  rent,  salaries,  fuel,  light,  furniture,  repairs, 
and  other  expenses  incident  to  an  eating  house. 

Each  woman  has  a  good,  clean  bed  to  sleep  in,  and  her 
privacy  is  as  much  respected  as  is  possible. 

At  the  time  the  Young  Travellers’  Aid  Society  was 
started,  we  entirely  ceased  all  our  efforts  on  the  ground  to 
be  covered  by  it,  and  cordially  co-operated  with  its 
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managers,  receiving  at  any  time  women  sent  by  them. 

After  a  woman  leaves  us,  we  keep  her  in  view  as  much 
as  we  can,  and  she  knows  that  she  has  friends  in  the 
Home. 

To  those  who  have  aided  us  in  our  work,  we  present  our 
most  grateful  thanks.  To  do  our  work  thoroughly  we 
must  be  well  known.  We  have  large  cards  in  the  police 
stations,  and  in  such  railroad  stations  as  would  receive  them  ; 
but  our  great  reliance  is  upon  our  friends,  and  especially 
upon  the  newspapers,  to  spread  the  information  of  our 
existence  and  our  purpose.  We  most  respectfully  urge  our 
claims  to  further  aid  upon  those  who  have  money  to  give. 

The  figures  following  this  report  emphasize  the  facts 
stated  in  it. 


Work  of  Year  1  890. 


Women  admitted . 

Women  sent  to  permanent  places 


„  „  „  day  service 

Meals  paid  for  in  money  . 

„  „  „  „  work  . 

Lodgings  paid  for  in  money 
„  „  „  „  work  . 

Total  number  of  meals  .  . 


256 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS  FOR  1890. 


Mrs.  C.  W.  Amory  .  . 

.  $10.00 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Loring  .  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  Wm.  Appleton  . 

.  5.00 

Mrs.  T.  K.  Lothrop  .  . 

10.00 

• 

Mrs.  Augustus  Lowell .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  C.  F.  Bradford  . 

.  10.00 

Mrs.  Brimmer  .  .  . 

.  25.00 

Miss  E.  F.  Mason  .  .  . 

50.00 

Mrs.  S.  Brooks  .  .  . 

.  20.00 

Miss  I.  M.  Mason  .  .  . 

50.00 

Mr.  E.  I.  Browne  . 

.  10.00 

Dr.  F.  Minot . 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Burnham,  Jr. 

•  •  5-°° 

Miss  L.  Norcross  .  .  . 

5.00 

Miss  H.  R.  Chickering 

2.00 

Mrs.  A.  Cochrane  . 

.  20.00 

Mr.  R.  T.  Paine  .... 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  R.  Coolidge  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  0.  W.  Peabody  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Coolidge,  Jr. 

10.00 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Peabody  .  . 

20.00 

Mrs.  T.  J.  Coolidge 

.  10.00 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Phillips,  Jr  .  . 

25.00 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Curtis  .  . 

.  25.00 

Mrs.  Peckman  .... 

10.00 

Mrs.  H.  G.  Curtis  .  . 

5.00 

Mr.  W.  A.  Prescott  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Curtis  .  . 

10,00 

Mrs.  J.  Pickering  Putnam 

20.00 

Mr.  R.  M.  Cushing  .  . 

.  50.00 

Mrs.  H.  P.  Quincy  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  L.  S.  Dabney 

5.00 

Mrs.  A.  Denny  ... 

5.00 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Read  .... 

10.00 

Mrs.  Dexter  .... 

50.00 

Mrs.  L.  R.  Read  .  .  . 

10.00 

Mr.  Arthur  Dexter  .  . 

.  50.00 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Robbins.  .  . 

20.00 

Mr.  F.  G.  Dexter  . 

.  50.00 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Rogers  .  .  . 

50.00 

Mr.  Wm.  Endicott,  Jr. 

.  50.00 

# 

Mrs.  Saltonstall  .... 

50.00 

Mrs.  Chas.  Faulkner  . 

.  5.00 

Mrs.  H.  J.  Sargent . 

5.00 

Mrs.  R.  S.  Fay,  Jr  .  . 

.  50.00 

Dr.  H.  F.  Sears  .... 

10.00 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Fitz  .  .  . 

.  10.00 

Mrs.  G.  R.  Shaw.  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  A.  Flagg  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  F.  Skinner  .... 

10.00 

Mrs.  F.  Stone  .... 

5.00 

Mr.  G.  A.  Goddard .  . 

.  50.00 

Mrs;  S.  E.  Guild .  .  . 

5.00 

Miss  A.  G.  Thayer  .  .  . 

25.00 

Mrs.  H.  L.  Higginson  . 

.  15.00 

Miss  M.  A.  Wales  .  .  . 

20.00 

Mr.  Hunnewell  .  .  . 

.  50.00 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Ware  .  .  . 

20.00 

Mrs.  Hollis  Hunnewell 

.  25.00 

Mrs.  F.  M.  Weld  .  .  . 

10.00 

1 

Miss  Mary  Whitney  .  . 

5.00 

Mr.  G.  A.  James.  .  . 

.  10.00 

Miss  E.  M.  Whittemore  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Joy  .  . 

.  10.00 

Mrs.  Winthrop  .  .  .  . 

25.00 

Beverly  Wright  .... 

50.00 

Mrs.  H.  Kuhn  .  .  . 

.  25.00 

Mr.  Charles  L.  Young  . 

10.00 

Miss  Larkin  .... 

2.00 

#1 

,354.00 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Lodge  .  . 

.  25.00 
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DONATIONS  FOR  1890. 


Mrs.  J.  H.  Beal . 5.00 

Mr.  E.  P.  Beebe . 50.00 

Mrs.  H.  Bigelow . 5.00 

Mrs.  G.  B.  Blake  ....  10.00 

Mrs.  Francis  Brooks  .  .  .  10.00 

Mrs.  P.  C.  Brooks  ....  30.00 

Mrs.  Burnham . 5.00 

Mrs.  Wm.  Bliss . 2.00 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Bullard  ....  10.00 

Mrs.  G.  B.  Chase  ....  5.00 

Mrs.  G.  G.  Crocker.  .  .  .  5.00 

Mrs.  G.  S.  Curtis  ....  5.00 

Mr.  Louis  Curtis  ....  10.00 

Mr.  T.  F.  Cushing  ....  20.00 

Mr.  J.  S.  Fay . 50.00 

Miss  Faulkner . 5.00 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Fields  ....  5.00 

Mrs.  Charles  Fry  ....  5.00 

Mrs.  Horace  Gray  ....  10.00 

Mrs.  H.  S.  Grew  ....  5.00 

Miss  C.  R.  Hayden  .  .  .  5.00 

Miss  Howes . 10.00 


Mrs.  Abbott  Lawrence 

Mrs.  A.  T.  Lyman  .  . 

5.00 

5.00 

Mrs.  Charles  Merriam  .  . 

Mrs.  F.  Morison  .... 

.  25.00 

10.00 

Mr.  R.  T.  Parker  .  .  . 

Mr.  F.  H.  Peabody  . 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Perkins  .  .  . 

.  50.00 

.  20.00 

5.00 

Mrs.  B.  S.  Rotch  .  .  . 

.  10.00 

Mr.  B.  Schlesinger  .  .  . 

Mrs.  P.  H.  Sears  .  .  . 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Stevenson  . 
Mrs.  R.  H.  Stevenson  .  . 

Mr.  J.  IT.  Stover  .  .  . 

.  20.00 

•  5-°° 

5.00 

5.00 
.  3.00 

Mrs.  N.  Thayer,  Jr.  .  . 

Mrs.  Ticknor . 

.  10.00 
5.00 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Warren  .  .  . 

Mrs.  S.  D.  Warren  .  .  . 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Wheelwright  . 
Mrs.  W.  P.  Walley  .  .  . 

0000 

q  q  q  q 
1.0  iF,  0  u_'1 

$475.00 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST. 


I  bequeath  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Temporary  Home 
for  Working-Women,  a  corporation  under  the  laws  of  the 

State  of  Massachusetts,  the  sum  of. . 

dollars,  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  said  Corporation. 


REPORT 


j 


OF  THE 


Home  for  Working-Women. 


453  SHAWMUT  AVENUE, 


FROM  JANUARY  i,  1891,  TO  JANUARY  1,  1892. 


INCORPORATED  MAY  20,  1 878. 


BOSTON: 

THE  BARTA  PRESS. 
148  High  Street, 
1892, 


BOARD  OF  MANAGERS. 


Miss  E.  F.  MASON,  President. 

Mrs.  W.  C.  LORING,  Assistant  Treasurer,  20  Hereford  St. 
Mrs.  HARTMAN  KUHN. 

Mrs.  GARDINER  GREENE  HAMMOND. 

Mrs.  GEORGE  TYSON. 

Mrs.  ALEXANDER  COCHRANE. 

Mrs.  GEORGE  R.  SHAW. 

Mrs.  L.  S.  DABNEY. 

Mrs.  H.  B.  CHAPIN. 

Mrs.  O.  W.  PEABODY. 

Miss  HORTON. 

Miss  GORDON. 

Miss  M.  P.  LORING. 

Miss  CHICKERING. 

Mrs.  CHARLES  F.  WENTWORTH. 

Mr.  GEORGE  ABBOT  JAMES. 

Dr.  PRINCE. 

Mr.  JOHN  CODMAN,  2D,  Treasurer,  40  Kilby  St. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  DEXTER,  Secretary. 

Dr.  AUGUSTUS  TPIORNDIKE,  Secretary  pro  tern . 

Mr.  FRANCIS  H.  APPLETON. 

Matron, 


Mrs.  SKINNER. 


REPORT. 


In  again  coming  before  the  public  with  the  annual  re¬ 
port,  the  Managers  return  thanks  to  those  who  have  been 
interested  in,  and  assisted,  the  work  of  the  Home.  As 
there  may  be,  by  some  chance,  a  reader  who  does  not  know 
about  the  work  of  “The  Temporary  Home  for  Working- 
Women,”  it  may  be  well  to  declare,  shortly,  what  is  the 
purpose  of  this  organization,  what  it  has  done  and  still  pro¬ 
poses  to  do. 

It  opened  its  doors  in  1878.  Since  that  time  there  have 
been  more  than  ten  thousand  admissions  to  the  Home. 
Some  of  these  have  been  women  who  have  been 
admitted  more  than  once,  but  the  different  women  who 
have  profited  by  the  existence  of  the  Home,  will 
number  more  than  five  thousand.  It  is  to  be  remem¬ 
bered  that  the  Home  does  not  deal,  does  not  attempt  to 
deal,  with  most  of  the  difficult  problems  which  continually 
confront,  and  perplex  the  many  charitable  societies  of 
this  or  any  large  city.  It  has  a  new  and  otherwise  unoccu¬ 
pied  field,  and  the  purpose  is  to  give  to  respectable  women 
in  need,  applying  for  work,  able  and  willing  to  work,  the 
chance  to  work ;  and  to  compel  those  able  to  work,  apply  - 
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ing  for  aid,  to  work ;  and  in  return,  they  are  given  food 
and  lodging,  temporarily,  and  places  found  for  them.  No 
money  goes  directly  to  any  inmate.  When  women,  who 
have  families,  apply  for  work,  they  are  assisted  by  provid¬ 
ing  for  them,  when  possible,  places  where  they  can  work 
by  the  day  ;  but  the  Home  is  mainly  concerned  with  those 
women  who  are,  to  all  intents,  single  women.  If  one 
looks  at  the  expenditures  of  the  Home,  it  will  be  seen  that 
not  one  dollar  is  spent  for  direct  aid.  When  a  woman 
takes  a  place  which  has  been  found  for  her,  she  is  by  no 
means  lost  sight  of.  If  the  place  proves  to  be  one  in 
which  she  should  not  remain,  she  is  allowed  to  return  to 
the  Home,  but  not  otherwise.  Should  the  place  prove  a 
difficult  one,  she  may  come  to  the  matron  for  sympathy 
and  advice,  which  are  always  ready  for  her.  Through  the 
kindness  of  those  who  have  believed  in  the  work  the  Home 
was  doing,  it  owns  its  building  and  its  furnishings,  but 
these  must  be  kept  in  good  repair  and  decent,  and  the 
constantly  changing  household,  not  always  composed  of 
the  most  careful,  makes  the  doing  of  these  things  some¬ 
what  expensive.  However,  with  all  this,  the  Home  is 
nearly  one  half  self-supporting,  or,  to  put  it  closer,  the 
inmates  pay  in  work  for  what  they  get  in  the  way  of 
food  and  lodging.  In  1890,  one  half  of  the  total  ex¬ 
pense  was  only  $239.65  more  than  the  receipts  for  work 
done  in  the  Home. 

There  is  no  coddling,  and  all  who  come  to  the  Home 
work  for  what  they  receive.  There  is  little  attempt  at 
shirking,  and  the  women  seem  to  have  a  different  feeling 
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toward  it  than  if  it  were  merely  a  shelter.  They  are,  or 
are  taught  to  be,  self-reliant,  and  therefore  self-respecting. 

Should  a  working-woman  apply  at  the  Home  for  a  meal, 
or  a  lodging,  or  both,  for  which  she  wishes  to  pay  in  money, 
she  will  not  be  refused,  provided  the  Home  is  not  full,  as 
feeding,  or  lodging,  her  provides  a  certain  amount  of  work 
for  the  inmates.  Also,  a  woman  out  of  work,  who  may  have 
saved  a  little  money,  may  work  her  way  in  the  Home  until 
she  gets  work,  provided,  always,  she  does  not  take  the  place 
of  a  woman  without  money.  But  the  Home  is  not  for 
women  seeking  a  “  rest-cure,”  nor  is  it  for  invalids,  nor  for 
the  feeble.  Places  for  such  are  elsewhere  provided. 

It  is  not  intended  to  suggest  that  nothing  exists  beyond 
outside  of  this  plain  account.  Far  from  it !  The  Home 
is  only  an  aggregation  of  lives,  and  all  know  the  steadiest 
working  life  is  full  of  opportunities  for  kindliest,  gentlest, 
offices,  fuller,  perhaps,* than  idler  ones,  and  these  are  neither 
neglected  nor  ignored.  Sympathy  and  counsel  are  given 
by  the  officers,  and  a  healthy  mental  assistance  is  as  ready 
as  the  physical.  It  is  not  considered  well  to  tell  the 
stories  which  could  be  told  of  how  the  doors  of  the  Home 
have  been  the  only  friendly  ones  which  have  opened  to 
tired  feet,  weary  with  walking  away  from  temptation  until 
hope  seemed  dead.  How  the  hand  of  the  matron  seemed 
to  be  the  only  honest  one  held  out  to  take  the  hand 
hitherto  refusing  the  claw  of  vice,  though  temptingly  full 
of  the  apples  of  Sodom.  A  late  number  of  an  English 
magazine  says  we  are,  as  a  nation,  regardless  of  life.  It  is 
more  just  to  say  we  are  thoughtless,  rather  than  cruel. 
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The  purposes  of  the  Home  go  beyond  the  mere  preserva¬ 
tion  of  the  body,  for  it  offers  the  chance  not  only  to  save 
the  life,  but  to  make  the  days  thereof  sweet  and  clean. 

The  figures  already  given  tell  the  story  better  than 
words.  In  addition  to  these,  during  the  past  year  there  has 
been  admitted  to  the  Home  286  women,  and  places  have 
been  found  for  176  of  them.  Had  the  Home  been  closed, 
where  would  some  of  them  have  gone  ?  The  salaries  of 
the  officers  are  not  high,  possibly  all  of  them  could  earn  as 
much,  or  more,  elsewhere,  but  they  are  interested  in  the 
work,  and  stay  “for  the  work’s  sake.”  It  is  much  to 
be  desired  that  the  corporation  should  have  the  assurance 
of  the  opportunity  of  doing  its  work  beyond  a  peradven- 
ture,  that  it  have  an  income  from  invested  funds  sufficient 
to  meet  one  half  of  the  running  expenses  in  addition  to 
the  cost  of  repairs  and  refurnishings,  and  it  confidently 
asks  contributions  to  this  end  from  all  sorts  of  purses,  as 
the  Home  is  absolutely  nonsectarian.  The  public  gets 
very  tired  of  constant  importunity,  and  surely  the  Home 
dreads  the  annual  asking,  but  the  work  must  be  done  !  It  is 
a  practical  matter,  and  has  been  put  plainly  before  the 
reader.  As  Sydney  Smith  is  reported  to  have  said  at  the 
close  of  an  appeal  for  aid  :  “  If  you  believe  in  the  doctrine, 
down  with  the  dust !  ” 
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Work  of  Year  1891. 

Women  admitted .  289 

Women  sent  to  permanent  places .  176 

„  „  „  day  service .  203 

Meals  paid  for  in  money . 2,337 

? ?  »  „  „  work . 16,778 

Lodgings  paid  for  in  money .  816 

»  „  „  „  work  . 5,361 

Total  number  of  meals . I9,II5 

„  »  „  lodgings . 6,177 


Home  for  Working-Women  —  Annual  Account,  Dec.  31,  1891. 
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$ 22,000 

JOHN  CODMAN,  2d,  Treasurer. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS  FOR  1891. 


Mrs.  C.  W.  Amory  .  .  .  $10.00 

Mrs.  Wm.  Appleton  .  .  .  5.00 

Mrs.  G.  T.  Bigelow  .  .  .  10.00 

Mrs.  S.  P.  Blake  ....  5.00 

Mrs.  Bowditch  ....  50.00 

Mrs.  C.  F.  Bradford  .  .  .  10.00 

Mrs.  Brimmer . 25.00 

Mrs.  S.  Brooks . 20.00 

Mr.  E.  I.  Browne  ....  10.00 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Burnham,  Jr  .  .  5.00 

Miss  H.  R.  Chickering  .  .  2.00 

Mrs.  Cochrane . 20.00 

Mrs.  J.  R.  Coolidge  .  .  .  10.00 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Coolidge,  Jr.  .  .  10.00 

Mrs.  T.  J.  Coolidge  .  .  .  10.00 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Curtis  ....  25.00 

Mrs.  H.  G.  Curtis  ....  5.00 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Curtis  ....  10.00 

Mr.  R.  M.  Cushing  .  .  .  50.00 

Mrs.  L.  S.  Dabney  .  .  .  5.00 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Denny  .  .  .  5.00 

Mrs.  Dexter . 50.00 

Mr.  Arthur  Dexter  .  .  .  50.00 

Mr.  F.  G.  Dexter  ....  50.00 

Mr.  Wm.  Endicott,  Jr.  .  .  50.00 

Mrs.  Chas.  Faulkner  .  .  5.00 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Fitz  ....  10.00 

Mrs.  A.  Flagg  ....  5.00 

Mr.  G.  A.  Goddard  .  .  .  50.00 

Miss  E.  C.  Gray  ....  10.00 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Guild  .  .  .  5.00 

Mrs.  G.  G.  Hammond  .  .  50.00 

Mrs.  H.  L.  Higginson  .  .  15.00 

Mr.#Hunnewell  ....  50.00 


Mr.  G.  A.  James 

,  , 

$10.00 

Mrs.  C.  II.  Joy  . 

•  • 

10.00 

Mrs.  H.  Kuhn 

•  • 

25.00 

Miss  Larkin  . 

•  • 

2.00 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Lodge  . 

•  • 

25.00 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Loring  . 

•  • 

20.00 

Mrs.  T.  K.  Lothrop 

•  • 

10.00 

Mrs.  Augustus  Lowell 

•  • 

10.00 

Mrs.  G.  G.  Lowell  . 

• 

10.00 

Miss  E.  F.  Mason  . 

50.00 

Miss  I.  M.  Mason  . 

,  , 

50.00 

Dr.  Minot  .... 

5.00 

Miss  L.  Norcross 

• 

5.00 

Mrs.  R.  T.  Paine 

10.00 

Mrs.  O.  W.  Peabody 

5.00 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Peabody 

20.00 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Phillips  . 

25.00 

Mrs.  Pickman  .  . 

10.00 

Mr.  W.  A.  Prescott 

IO. CO 

Mrs.  J.  Pickering  Putn 

am  . 

20.00 

Mrs.  H.  P.  Quilicy  . 

• 

5.00 

Mrs.  L.  R.  Read 

10.00 

Miss  S.  E.  Read 

#  , 

10.00 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Robbins . 

# 

20.00 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Rogers  . 

• 

50.00 

Mrs.  Saltonstall  . 

50.00 

Mrs.  H.  J.  Sargent  . 

5.00 

Dr.  H.  F.  Sears  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  G.  R.  Shaw 

10.00 

Mrs.  R.  G.  Shaw 

10.00 

•! 


IO 


Mrs.  F.  Skinner  .  . 

.  $ 10.00 

Mrs. 

F.  M.  Weld  .  . 

.  $10.00 

Mrs.  F.  Stone  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs. 

C.  F.  Wentworth  . 

10.00 

Mrs. 

S.  W.  Whitman  . 

25.00 

Mrs.  Thayer  .... 

50.00 

Mrs. 

Winthrop 

25.00 

Miss  A.  G.  Thayer  . 

25.00 

Mr. 

C.  L.  Young 

10.00 

Miss  M.  A.  Wales  .  . 

20.00 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Ware 

20.00 

$1,424.00 

DONATIONS. 


Mrs.  J.  H.  Beal  .  . 

.  $  5.00 

Mr.  E.  P.  Beebe  .  .  . 

50.00 

Mrs.  H.  Bigelow  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  G.  B.  Blake 

.  10.00 

Mrs.  Burnham 

5.00 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Bullard  .  . 

10.00 

Miss  A.  P.  Cary  . 

100.00 

Mrs.  G.  S.  Curtis 

5.00 

Mr.  Louis  Curtis 

.  10.00 

Mrs.  C.  R.  Hayden  . 

$2.00 

Miss  Howes . 

ro.oo 

Mrs.  Eliot  Hubbard. 

5.00 

King’s  Chapel  Committee  . 

50.00 

Mrs.  Abbott  Lawrence 

5.00 

Mrs.  John  Lowell  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  A.  T.  Lyman  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Dalton  . 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Fields 
Mrs.  Charles  Fry 

Miss  E.  C.  Gray  (for  1S90) 
Mrs.  Horace  Gray 
Mrs.  H.  S.  Grew 


5.00 


5.00 

5.00 


ro.oo 

10.00 

5.00 


Mr.  W.  G.  Means  . 
Mr.  Charles  Merriam 
Mrs.  F.  Morison 


20.00 

25.00 

10.00 


Mrs.  C.  J.  Paine  (for ’90-’9i) 
Mr.  R.  T.  Parker 
Mr.  F.  H.  Peabody  . 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Perkins  . 

Miss  G.  L.  Putnam  . 


ro.oo 

50.00 

20.00 

5.00 

25.00 


Mrs.  W.  R.  Robeson 

.  $10.00 

Mrs.  Rotch  .... 

.  10.00 

Mrs.  Winthrop  Sargent 

10.00 

Mr.  B.  Schlesinger  . 

20.00 

Mrs.  P.  H.  Sears 

5.00 

Mrs.  G.  0.  Shattuck  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  F.  Skinner  . 

.  10.00 

Mr.  J.  H.  Storer  . 

3.00 

Miss  Ticknor  .... 

5-co 

Mrs.  Thayer  (for  ’90) 

.  $50.00 

Mrs.  N.  Thayer,  Jr.  . 

.  10.00 

Mrs.  W.  P.  Walley  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Warren  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  S.  D.  Warren  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Wheelwright 

10.00 

Mr.  E.  Wigglesworth  . 

.  10.00 

Miss  L.  H.  Williams  . 

20.00 

$680.00 

FORM  OF  BEOUEST. 


I  bequeath  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Temporary  Home 
for  Working-Women,  a  Corporation  under  the  laws  of  the 

State  of  Massachusetts,  the  sum  of  . . 

dollars,  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  said  Corporation, 


/ 


REPORT 


s 

1h 

OF  THE 


Temporary  Home 


Working-Women. 


453  SHAWMUT  AVENUE, 


FROM  JANUARY  i,  1892,  TO  JANUARY  1,  1893. 


INCORPORATED  MAY  20,  1 878. 


BOSTON: 

THE  BARTA  PRESS, 
148  High  Street, 

1893. 


BOARD  OF  MANAGERS. 


Miss  E.  F.  MASON,  President. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  DEXTER,  Vice-President. 

Mr.  JOHN  CODMAN,  2D,  Treasurer,  40  Kilby  St. 

Mrs.  W.  C.  TORINO,  Assistant  Treasurer,  20  Hereford  St. 
Mr.  AUGUSTUS  THORNDIKE,  Secretary. 

Mrs.  PIARTMAN  KUHN. 

Mrs.  GARDINER  GREENE  HAMMOND. 

Mrs.  GEORGE  TYSON. 

Mrs.  ALEXANDER  COCHRANE. 

Mrs.  GEORGE  R.  SHAW. 

Mrs.  L.  S.  DABNEY. 

Mrs.  H.  B.  CHAPIN. 

Mrs.  O.  W.  PEABODY. 

Miss  HORTON. 

Miss  GORDON. 

Miss  CLARA  SEARS. 

Miss  CHICKERING. 

Mr.  GEORGE  ABBOT  JAMES. 

Dr.  PRINCE. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  H.  APPLETON. 


Matron. 

Mrs.  SKINNER. 


REPORT. 


It  is  to  be  wondered,  sometimes,  how  many  people  read 
the  annual  reports  of  so-called  charitable  institutions  be¬ 
yond  the  number  of  those  who  already  know  their  con¬ 
tents.  As  such  reports  have  to  be  made  it  is  best  they  be 
short. 

It  is  to  be  doubted  whether  the  Temporary  Home  for 
Working  Women  is  strictly  what  is  known  as  a  charitable 
institution,  though  usually  classed  with  them,  as  every 
inmate,  from  the  matron  down,  pays  for  what  she  gets, 
either  in  work  or  cash,  and  the  work  done  by  the  inmates 
supplies  about  one  half  of  the  running  expenses.  To  get 
this  other  one  half,  as  well  as  to  give  an  account  of  itself, 
the  Home  makes  its  annual  report.  The  money  is  ex¬ 
pended  in  enabling,  teaching,  or  compelling  women  in  need 
to  help  themselves  by  work.  As  has  been  said  in  earlier 
reports,  the  Home  is  the  pioneer  in  this  particular  kind  of 
work,  and  must  make  a  strong  appeal  to  all  who  admit 
there  rests  upon  them  any  kind  of  obligation  to  women 
less  able,  or  less  fortunate,  than  they,  and  especially  to 
those  earnest  and  thinking  people  who  fear  lest  what  is 
called  charity  maybe  found  to  be  the  mother  of  pauperism 
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and  the  nurse  of  socialism.  As  there  may  be  possibly  a 
reader  who  does  not  know  about  the  Home,  a  few  words 
of  definition  may  be  given. 

It  is  in  no  sense  a  hospital,  or  rest-cure,  but  is  exactly 
what  it  calls  itself,  a  temporary  home  for  working  women, 
able  to  work  and  out  of  work,  where  any  decent  woman, 
for  work,  gets  a  respectable  place  wherein  to  stay,  and 
sufficiently  good  food  to  eat  until  she  finds  other  work,  or 
other  work  is  found  for  her,  which  she  must  accept  unless 
there  be  a  good  reason  why  she  should  not. 

The  work  done  in  the  Home  by  the  inmates  consists 
chiefly  of  sewing  and  washing,  and  women  are  sent  out  to 
work  by  the  day.  Mending  of  all  kinds  of  clothing,  inside 
and  outside  garments,  is  carefully  done  at  reasonable 
prices.  The  price  for  washing  is  not  high,  and  it  is  well 
done,  especial  attention  being  given  to  shirts,  under  the 
direction  of  the  laundry  matron.  Should  there  be  room 
in  the  Home  the  matron  may  admit  a  woman  who  wishes 
to  pay  in  money  for  her  food  and  lodging  during  a  few 
days,  but  this  is  not  encouraged,  as  it  affects  discipline, 
although  her  presence  gives  employment  to  the  working 
inmates.  The  Home  desires  to  keep,  and  succeeds  in 
keeping,  such  a  standard  that  no  woman  can  ever  be 
ashamed  of  having  been  one  of  its  inmates,  as  no  woman 
of  doubtful  character  is  admitted,  and  no  person  receives 
alms.  It  entails  no  loss  of  self-respect  in  self-respecting 
women  ;  it  compels  women  a  bit  lacking  in  it  to  cultivate 
it,  and  it  holds  out  a  beckoning,  helping  hand  to  women 
in  doubt. 
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Money  is  needed  to  carry  on  the  work,  and  the  reasons 
for  the  asking  for  it  have  been  given  ;  the  result  will  show 
if  they  are  considered  sufficient.  The  Home  is  out  of 
debt  and  proposes  to  keep  so.  It  is  open  to  inspection  and 
invites  it.  The  situation  is  a  good  and  a  convenient  one, 
the  inmates  are  not  coddled,  and  the  basis  of  the  Home  is 
work.  The  rooms  and  the  beds  —  of  the  latter  each  woman 
has  one — are  clean  and  sufficiently  comfortable,  the  food 
is  simple,  well  cooked,  and  plentiful,  but  here,  as  else¬ 
where,  there  is  rigid  economy,  as  each  meal  costs  about 
seven  cents.  Since  the  Home  was  opened  in  1882  about 
5,300  women  have  been  admitted,  not  counting  the  same 
one  twice.  At  one  time,  earlier,  the  Home  did  some  work 
outside  its  own  particular  province  in  the  way  of  meeting 
girls  on  the  cars,  and  at  the  stations,  and  wharves,  be¬ 
cause  it  was  work  to  be  done  which  was  not  being  done. 
This  it  entirely  discontinued  upon  the  establishment  of  the 
Young  Travellers’  Aid  Society,  with  whom  it  is,  and  since 
its  organization  it  has  been  in  close  working  relation. 

One  of  the  managers  is  always  in  superintendence,  and 
the  matron  always  in  residence. 

Subscriptions  of  any  size  should  be  sent  to  Mrs.  W.  C. 
Loring,  20  Hereford  Street ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  those  who 
are  able  to  give  but  small  sums  to  our  capital  will  remem¬ 
ber  how  greatly  valued  is  their  interest.  Attention  is 
asked  for  the  following  table  of  figures. 
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Work  of  Year  1  892. 


Women  admitted .  281 

„  sent  to  permanent  places .  186 

„  sent  to  day  service . 206 

Meals  paid  for  in  money . 1,34 7 

»  »  »  „  work . 22,314 

Lodgings  paid  for  in  money .  525 

»  „  n  »  work  .  .  * . 6,843 

Total  number  of  meals . 23,661 

»  v  »  »  lodgings . 7>368 


» 


$23>5' 

JOHN  CODMAN,  2d,  Treasurer. 
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Temporary  Home  for  Working-Women  —  Annual  Account,  Dec.  31,  1892. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS  FOR  1892 


Mrs.  C.  W.  Amory  . 

$10.00 

Mrs.  Wm.  Appleton 

5.00 

Mrs.  G.  T.  Bigelow  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  S.  P.  Blake  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  C.  F.  Bradford 

10.00 

Mrs.  Brimmer  .... 

25.00 

Mrs.  S.  Brooks  .... 

20.00 

Mr.  E.  I.  Browne 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Burnham,  Jr.  . 

5.00 

Miss  H.  R.  Chickering 

2.00 

Mrs.  Cochrane  .... 

20.00 

Mrs.  J.  R.  Coolidge  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Coolidge,  Jr. 

10.00 

Mrs.  T.  J.  Coolidge 

10.00 

Mrs.  Fred.  Cunningham,  Jr. 

10.00 

Mi's.  C.  P.  Curtis 

25.00 

Mrs.  II.  G.  Curtis  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Curtis 

10.00 

Mr.  R.  M.  Cushing  , 

50.00 

Mrs.  L.  S.  Dabney  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Denny  . 

5.00 

Mr.  Arthur  Dexter  . 

50.00 

Mr.  F.  G.  Dexter 

50.00 

Mr.  Wm.  Endicott,  Jr.  . 

50.00 

Mrs.  Chas.  Faulkner 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Fields  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Fitz  .... 

10.00 

Mrs.  A.  Flagg  .... 

5.00 

Mr.  G.  A.  Goddard  . 

50.00 

Miss  E.  C.  Gray  .... 

10.00 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Guild  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  G.  G.  Hammond  . 

50.00 

Mrs.  H.  L.  Higginson  . 

15.00 

Mr.  Hunnewell  .... 

50.00 

Mr.  G.  A.  James 

•  • 

$10.00 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Joy  . 

•  • 

10.00 

Mrs.  H.  Kuhn 

•  • 

25.00 

Miss  Larkin 

•  • 

2.00 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Loring  . 

•  • 

20.00 

Mrs.  Augustus  Lowell 

• 

10.00 

Miss  E.  F.  Mason  . 

50.00 

Miss  I.  M.  Mason 

50.00 

Dr.  Minot  .... 

5.00 

Miss  L.  Norcross 

• 

5.00 

Mrs.  R.  T.  Paine 

10.00 

Mrs.  O.  W.  Peabody 

• 

5.00 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Peabody 

•  • 

20.00 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Phillips  . 

•  • 

25.00 

Mrs.  Pickman 

•  • 

10.00 

Mr.  W.  A.  Prescott  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  Pickering  Putnam  . 

20.00 

Mrs.  H.  P.  Quincy  . 

• 

5.00 

Mrs.  L.  R.  Read  . 

10.00 

Miss  S.  E.  Read  . 

#  # 

10.00 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Robbins  . 

20.00 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Rogers 

•  • 

25.00 

Mrs.  Saltonstall  . 

50.00 

Mrs.  H.  J.  Sargent  . 

5.00 

Dr.  FI.  F.  Sears  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  G.  R.  Shaw  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  R.  G.  Shaw  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  F.  Skinner  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  Frederic  Stone  . 

5.00 
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Mrs.  Thayer  .  . 

Miss  A.  G.  Thayer 

Miss  M.  A.  Wales 
Mrs.  C.  E.  Ware  . 
Mrs.  J.  S.  Warren 
Mrs.  F.  M.  Weld  . 


$50.00 

25.00 

10.00 

20.00 

5.00 

10.00 


Mrs.  C.  F.  Wentworth  . 
Mrs.  S.  W.  Whitman  . 
Mrs.  Winthrop  . 

Mr.  Charles  L.  Young  . 


DONATIONS. 


Miss  Alice  Amory  .  .  . 

$5.00 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Beal  .... 
Mr.  E.  P.  Beebe  .... 
Mrs.  H.  Bigelow  .... 
Mrs.  G.  B.  Blake  .  .  . 

Mrs.  Burnham  .... 
Mrs.  W.  S.  Bullard  . 

5.00 

50.00 

5.00 

10.00 

5.00 

10.00 

Mrs.  Helen  E.  Cary. 

Mr.  G.  S.  Curtis  .... 
Mr.  Louis  Curtis  .... 
Contributions . 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

20.00 

Mrs.  C.  PI.  Dalton  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  Charles  Fry 

5.00 

Mrs.  Horace  Gray  . 

Mrs.  H.  S.  Grew 

10.00 

5.00 

Mrs.  Eliot  Hubbard. 

5.00 

King’s  Chapel  Committee  . 
Mrs.  H.  P.  Kidder  . 

0  0 
0  0 

0'  0’ 

Mrs.  Abbott  Lawrence  . 
Mrs.  G.  C.  Lee  .  .  . 

Mrs.  A.  T.  Lyman  . 
Mrs.  G.  H.  Lyman,  Jr  . 

Mr.  W.  G.  Means  .  . 

Mr.  Charles  Merriam 
Mr.  F.  Merriam  . 

Mrs.  G.  v.  L.  Meyer 
Mrs.  F.  Morison  . 

Mrs.  Harriet  J.  Morse  . 

Mr.  F.  H.  Peabody  . 
Mrs.  C.  E.  Perkins  . 
Miss  G.  L.  Putnam  . 

Miss  S.  E.  Read  . 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Robeson  . 
Mrs.  Rotch  .  .  .  . 

Mrs.  Winthrop  Sargent 
Mrs.  K.  W.  Sears  . 
Mrs.  G.  O.  Shattuck 
Mr.  J.  PL  Storer  .  .  . 

Miss  Ticknor  .  .  .  . 

Mrs.  N.  Thayer,  Jr.  . 


.  $10.00 

25.00 
,  25.00 

10.00 


$1,264.00 


$5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

20.00 

25.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

5.00 

20. co 
5.00 
20.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 
1 0.00 
5.00 
3.00 

5.00 

10.00 


IO 


Mrs.  N.  Walker  .... 

$5.00 

Mrs.  W.  P.  W alley  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  S.  D.  Warren  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Wheelwright  . 

10.00 

Dr.  E.  Wigglesworth  .  .  $10.00 

Miss  L.  H.  Williams  .  .  20.00 


$498.00 


FORM  OF  BEOUEST. 


I  bequeath  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Temporary  Home 
for  Working-Women,  a  Corporation  under  the  laws  of  the 

State  of  Massachusetts,  the  sum  of . 

dollars,  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  said  Corporation. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


Temporary  Home  for  Working-Women. 


453  SHAWMUT  AVENUE, 


FROM  JANUARY  i,  1893,  TO  JANUARY  1,  1894. 


INCORPORATED  MAY  20,  1 878. 


BOSTON: 

THE  BARTA  PRESS, 
148  High  Street, 

1894. 


BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 


MISS  E.  F.  MASON,  President. 

MR.  ARTHUR  DEXTER,  Vice-President.* 

MR.  JOHN  CODMAN,  2d.,  Ireasurer , 

40  Kilby  Street. 

MRS.  W.  C.  LORING,  Ass’t  Treasurer  and  Secretary , 

20  Hereford  Street. 


Mrs.  Hartmann  Kuhn. 

Mrs.  George  Tyson. 

Mrs,  Gardner  Greene  Hammond. 
Mrs.  Alexander  Cochrane. 

Mrs.  George  R.  Shaw. 

Mrs.  L.  S.  Dabney. 

Mrs.  H.  B.  Chapin. 

Miss  Horton. 


Miss  Gordon. 

Miss  Clara  Sears. 

Miss  M.  L.  Ames. 

Mrs.  Brooke  Adams. 

Miss  Frances  C.  Sturgis. 
Mr.  George  Abbot  James. 
Mr.  F.  H.  Appleton. 

Mr.  Richard  C.  Dixey. 


Matron. 

MRS.  SKINNER. 


REPORT. 


In  presenting  their  sixteenth  annual  report,  the  Board 
of  Managers  wish  to  make  it  most  distinct  that  the  Tem¬ 
porary  Home  for  Working  Women  is  an  actual,  honest 
industry,  and,  though  founded  with  a  charitable  intent  to 
provide  work  for  women  needing  it,  carried  on  for  business 
upon  business  principles,  returning  good  work  for  moderate 
compensation  to  customers.  Its  purpose  is  to  give  to 
decent  women,  able  to  work,  out  of  work,  needing  work, 
an  opportunity  to  work,  paying  them  partly  from  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  that  work,  by  giving  them  instruction,  proper 
food,  and  lodging  temporarily,  whilst  they  secure  for  them¬ 
selves,  or  it  is  secured  for  them,  permanent  employment. 
There  is  no  pretence  or  play  about  the  establishment. 
It  may  be  asked  why  we  wish  for  anything  more  than 
patronage.  The  reason  is,  it  costs  the  Home  more  to  do 
the  work  it  does  than  it  otherwise  would,  because  the 
labor  is  generally  not  only  unskilled  when  it  begins  with 
it,  but  because  it  is  constantly  changing.  The  work  must, 
of  necessity,  be  of  that  kind  which  any  able  woman  can  do, 
and  therefore  confined  to  washing,  ironing,  housework, 
sewing,  mending,  and  labor  kindred  thereto.  The  matron 


t 


4 


and  her  assistants  must  be  paid,  and,  although  their  salaries 
are  not  extravagant,  such  salaries  must  be  sufficient  to 
secure  competent  women,  as  they  not  only  superintend 
the  work  and  teach  the  ignorant,  but  they  must  be  of  such 
character  as  will  influence  those  coming  under  them  to  the 
right  way  of  thinking,  as  well  as  showing  them  the  right 
way  of  working.  When  a  proper  place  is  found  for  a 
woman,  the  matron  insists  upon  her  taking  it,  even  if  it  be 
in  the  country,  no  matter  if  the  city  is  preferred.  When, 
upon  investigation,  it  is  found  that  a  woman  has  conducted 
herself  badly  in  a  place  which  has  been  secured  for  her, 
and  has  not  tried  to  do  her  work  well,  she  is  not  permitted, 
should  she  leave  such  place,  to  return  to  the  Home.  At 
all  times,  but  in  the  present  condition  of  labor  in  the  city, 
it  is  something  for  those  considering  it  to  have  one  dis¬ 
tinct  class  of  persons  eliminated  from  the  problem,  viz., 
decent  women  without  dependent  families,  able  to  work. 
The  Temporary  Home  proposes  to  take  care  of  all  such, 
having  the  ability  to  do  so,  providing  its  hands  are  suffi¬ 
ciently  strengthened,  at  one  half  the  cost  under  other 
conditions,  and  without  doling  out  alms  ;  supplying  work, 
and  using  the  proceeds.  As  will  be  seen  by  the  table,  and 
as  we  have  said,  we  are,  for  the  reasons  given,  only  about 
one  half  self-supporting,  but  we  are  that.  Because  of  this 
Home,  any  decent,  well  woman  could  not  in  Boston,  for 
the  last  sixteen  years,  honestly  plead  poverty,  lack  of 
work,  or  encouragement,  or  need  of  food  or  shelter,  for  the 
taking  of  the  devil’s  shilling  and  enlisting  in  the  army  of 
the  unworthy.  Sometimes  it  may  have  been  that  the  open 
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doors  of  a  decent  house,  and  the  kindly  beckoning  hand 
within,  may  have  proved  more  inviting  than  the  bright 
colors  and  gay  music  of  the  gaudy  brigade.  The  corpora¬ 
tion  owns  its  house,  some  other  property,  and  is  out  of 
debt.  The  Home  is  always  open  for  inspection,  and  in¬ 
vites  it,  at  proper  times. 


6 


Report  For  the  Year  Ending  Dec.  31,  1893. 


Since  beginning . . 5,61 1 

Women  admitted  in  1893 .  31 1 

Women  sent  to  permanent  places .  222 

,,  „  „  day’s  work  . .  234 

,,  ,,  „  hospitals .  15 

,,  ,,  „  temporary  places .  28 

Meals  paid  for  in  work  . 23,314 

„  „  „  money . 1,018 

Lodgings  paid  for  in  money .  370 

„  „  „  „  work . 7,558 

Women  paid  in  home .  6 

„  „  „  laundry . .  1 

One  boy .  1 

Cost  of  meals,  nearly  seven  cents  per  meal,  but  not  quite. 


GEORGE  ABBOT  JAMES.  JOHN  CODMAN,  2d,  Treasurer. 
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Temporary  Home  for  Working-Women  —  Annual  Account, 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS  FOR  1893. 


Mrs.  C.  W.  Amory  . 

$10.00 

Mrs.  Wm.  Appleton 

5.00 

Mrs.  G.  T.  Bigelow  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  S.  P.  Blake  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  C.  F.  Bradford 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Bremer 

10.00 

Mrs.  Brimmer  .... 

25.00 

Mrs.  S.  Brooks  .... 

20.00 

Mr.  E.  I.  Browne 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Burnham,  Jr. 

5.00 

Miss  H.  R.  Chickering  . 

2.00 

Mrs.  Cochrane  .... 

20.00 

Mrs.  J.  R.  Coolidge  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Coolidge,  Jr. 

10.00 

Mrs.  T.  J.  Coolidge 

10.00 

Mrs.  Fred.  Cunningham,  Jr. 

10.00 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Curtis 

25.00 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Curtis  ..  . 

10.00 

Mr.  R.  M.  Cushing  . 

50.00 

Mrs.  L.  S.  Dabney  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Denny  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mr.  Arthur  Dexter  . 

50.00 

Mr.  F.  G.  Dexter 

50.00 

Mr.  Wm.  Endicott,  Jr.  . 

50.00 

Mrs.  Chas.  Faulkner 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Fields  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Fitz  .... 

10.00 

Mrs.  A.  Flagg  .... 

5.00 

Mr.  G.  A.  Goddard  .  .  . 

50.00 

Miss  Gordon . 

2.00 

Miss  E.  C.  Gray  .... 

10.00 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Guild  .... 

0 

0 

LO 

Mrs.  G.  G.  Hammond  . 

50.00 

Mrs.  H.  L.  Higginson  . 

I5.00 

Mr.  Hunnewell  .... 

50.00 

Mr.  G.  A.  James  . 

$10.00 

Mrs.  H.  Kuhn 

c 

q 

*-0 

Cl 

Miss  Larkin  .  ... 

2.00 

Mrs.  G.  C.  Lee 

5.00 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Lodge 

25.00 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Loring  . 

20.00 

Mrs.  T.  K.  Lothrop  . 

10  00 

Mrs.  Augustus  Lowell 

10.00 

Mrs.  G.  G.  Lowell 

10.00 

Miss  E.  F.  Mason 

50.00 

Miss  I.  M.  Mason 

50.00 

Dr.  Minot  .... 

5.00 

Miss  L.  Norcross 

5.00 

Mrs.  R.  T.  Paine 

10.00 

Mrs.  O.  W.  Peabody 

5.00 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Peabody  . 

20.00 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Phillips 

25.00 

Mrs.  Pickman  .  . 

10.00 

Mr.  W.  A.  Prescott  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  Pickering  Putnam  . 

20.00 

Mrs.  H.  P.  Quincy  . 

5-00 

Mrs.  I,.  R.  Read  . 

10.00 

Miss  S.  E.  Read  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Robbins  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Rogers 

25.00 

Mrs.  Saltonstall  .  . 

50.00 

Mrs.  H.  J.  Sargent  . 

5.00 

Dr.  H.  F.  .Sears  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  G.  R.  Shaw 

10.00 

Mrs.  R.  G.  Shaw 

10.00 

Mrs.  F.  Skinner  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  Frederic  Stone 

5.00 

Mrs.  Thayer  .  .  . 

50.00 

Mrs.  A.  Thorndike  . 

5.00 
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Miss  M.  A.  Wales  .  . 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Ware  .  . 

Miss  Cornelia  Warren  . 
Mrs.  J.  S.  Warren  .  . 

Mrs.  S.  D.  Warren  . 


$ 20.00 
20.00 

5-°° 

5.00 

5-°° 


Mrs.  F.  M.  Weld  . 
Mrs.  S.  W.  Whitman 
Miss  Mary  Whitney 

Mr.  Chas.  L.  Young 


$ 10.00 
25.00 
5.00 

10.00 


DONATIONS. 


Mrs.  H.  W,  Abbot 

•  •  • 

$5-oo 

Mrs.  C.  T.  Lovering  .  . 

$10.00 

Mrs.  Brooks  Adams 

5  co 

Mrs.  A.  T.  Lyman  .  .  . 

500 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Beal  . 
Mr.  E.  P.  Beebe 

. 

Ln 

O  Ln  1 

b  b 

O  O 

Mrs.  G.  H.  Lyman,  Jr. 

Mrs.  F.  C.  Manning  .  . 

5.00 

10.00 

Mrs.  H.  Bigelow  . 

5.00 

Mr.  Chas.  Merriam  .  .  . 

25.00 

Mrs.  G.  B.  Blake  . 

10.00 

Mrs,  L.  Chandler  Moulton  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  Brewster  .  . 

Mrs.  P.  C.  Brooks 

5.00 

30.00 

Mr.  F.  H.  Peabody  .  .  . 

20  00 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Bullard 

10.00 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Perkins  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  Burnham  .  . 

5.00 

Miss  G.  L.  Putnam  .  .  . 

20.00 

Mrs.  T!  J.  Coolidge,  Jr. 

15.00 

Miss  S.  E.  Read  .  .  .  . 

10.00 

Mr.  G.  S.  Curtis  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Robeson  .  . 

10.00 

Mr.  Louis  Curtis  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  Rotch . 

10.00 

Contributions  .  . 

15.00 

E.  Anor  Ruininey  .  .  . 

16.00 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Dalton 

5.00 

Mrs.  Winthrop  Sargent 

Mr.  B.  Schlesinger  .  .  . 

10.00 

10.00 

Mrs.  Chas.  Fry 

5.00 

Miss  C.  E.  Sears  .  .  .  . 

Mrs.  K.  W.  Sears  .  .  . 

10.00 

10.00 

Mrs.  Horace  Gray 

10.00 

Mr.  J.  H.  Storer  .  .  .  . 

3.00 

Mrs.  H.  S.  Grew 

5.00 

Mrs.  N.  Thayer,  Jr.  .  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  Eliot  Hubbard 

5.00 

Miss  Ticknor . 

5.00 

Mrs.  H.  P.  Kidder 

10.00 

Mrs.  W.  P.  Walley  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mr.  H.  T.  Kidder 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Wheelwright  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  Abbott  Lawrence  .  . 

5.00 

Miss  S.  L.  Whitwell  .  . 
Dr.  E.  Wigglesworth  .  . 

O  Ln 

b  b 
0  0 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Lee 

•  •  • 

5.00 

Miss  L.  H.  Williams  .  . 

20.00 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Lodge 

. 

10.00 

Mr.  C.  L.  Young  .  .  .  . 

10.00 

IO 


DONATIONS  OTHER  THAN  CASH. 


Mrs.  O.  W.  Peabody,  $10  toward  piece  of  art-square  work,  eggs,  and  roses. 
Mrs.  W.  C.  Loring,  box  of  oranges. 

Paine’s  Furniture  Co.,  rocking-chair. 

Messrs.  Jones,  McDuffee  &  Stratton,  set  of  dishes  and  a  dozen  tumblers. 
Sawyer  Crystal  Blue  Co.,  one  quarter  gross  Crystal  Blueing. 

Goldthwait  Bros.,  remnants  of  carpeting. 

Mr.  Thomas  O’Callaghan,  remnants  of  carpeting. 

E.  E.  M.,  one  half  dozen  soup  spoons  and  toilet  set. 

Mr.  Spalding,  United  States  Hotel,  barrel  of  sugar. 

Mr.  W.  K.  Lewis,  pail  of  pickles. 

Miss  Deutchman,  one  half  dozen  soup  spoons. 

Messrs.  Shuman  &  Co.,  rags  for  mats. 

Messrs.  Hovey  &  Co.,  rags  for  mats. 

Mrs.  Chapin,  vegetables  and  fruit. 

Miss  Julia  C.  Clark,  reading  matter. 

Messrs.  Cobb,  Bates  &  Yerxa,  nuts  for  Christmas. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Roby,  turkey  for  Christmas. 

Mr.  Start,  oranges. 

Mr.  Roberts,  candy. 

Messrs.  Cheney,  Upham  &  Co.,  Christmas-tree. 


FORM  OF  BEOUEST. 

*s-/ 


I  bequeath  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Temporary  Home  for 
Working-Women,  a  Corporation  under  the  laws  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  the  sum  of 
dollars,  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  said  Corporation. 


REPORT 


;S 


Temporary 


OF  THE 


FOR  WORKING-WOM 


453  SHAWMUT  AVENUE, 


FROM  JANUARY  i,  1894,  TO  JANUARY  1,  1895. 


INCORPORATED  MAY  20,  1 878. 


BOSTON: 

THE  BARTA  PRESS, 
148  High  Street, 

1895. 


BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 


< 


Miss  E.  F.  MASON,  President. 

Miss  HORTON,  Vice-President. 

Mr.  JOHN  CO  DM  AN,  2d,  Treasurer , 

40  Kilby  wStreet. 

Mrs.  W.  C.  LORING,  Ass' t  Treasurer  and  Secretary , 

2  Gloucester  Street. 


Mrs.  Hartmann  Kuhn. 

Mrs.  George  Tyson. 

Mrs.  Gardner  Greene  Hammond. 
Mrs.  Alexander  Cochrane. 

Mrs.  George  R.  Shaw. 

Mrs.  L.  S.  Dabney. 

Mrs.  H.  B.  Chapin. 


Mrs.  C.  D.  Turnbull. 

Miss  Clara  Sears. 

Miss  M.  S.  Ames. 

Mrs.  Brooks  Adams. 

Miss  Frances  C.  Sturgis. 
Mr.  George  Abbot  James. 
Mr.  F.  H.  Appleton. 


Mr.  Richard  C.  Dixey. 


Matron. 

Mrs.  SKINNER. 


3 


SEVENTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Twist  and  turn,  mentally,  as  .they  may,  it  is  difficult  for 
the  so-called  fortunate  to  escape  the  conviction  there  is 
something,  in  the  way  of  help,  due  from  them  to  those  to 
whom  fate  has  been  less  kind.  There  is  here  no  intention 
of  making  the  demand  of  obligation,  only  the  suggestion. 
One  fancies  that  the  most  prosperous  never  quite  claims 
there  has  been  no  “hick."  This  condition  of  mind  being 
conceded,  the  question  arises  as  to  the  best  way  of  dis¬ 
charge.  Here  the  Temporary  Home  for  Working  Women 
has  something  to  say.  “In-door”  and  “out-door  relief,” 
pecuniary  aid  of  any  kind,  it  leaves  for  discussion  and,  it 
may  be,  for  decision,  elsewhere,  but  it  promptly,  and 
squarely,  offers  itself  as  a  medium  through  which  women 
out  of  work,  in  need  of  work,  may  be  helped  to  honest 
work,  and  not  alms. 

Honest  work  is  spoken  of  advisedly.  In  this  “  Home  ” 
the  women  see  that  the  work  they  do,  if  not  done  by  them, 
would  have  to  be  done  by  others,  and  that  it  is  paid  for  in 
money  —  no  factitious  work  being  required  before  assist¬ 
ance  is  given.  To  a  self-respecting  woman  this  means 
much.  The  object  of  this  Report  is  to  tell  what  this 


5 


“  Home”  has  done  in  the  past  sixteen  years  and  to  state 
its  needs  for  the  future.  The  table  of  “  Results  ”  follow¬ 
ing  will  do  the  former,  and  the  latter  is  shortly  stated. 
It  requires  more  money  to  put  it  on  a  permanent  financial 
basis. 

The  house  and  staff  of  matrons  are  sufficiently  large,  as 
has  been  proved.  The  running  expenses  are  paid  for  by 
the  work  of  the  inmates  to  the  extent  of  one  half.  The 
corporation  owns  the  Home,  and  has  an  income,  from 
investments,  of  $1,400;  $1,000  being  from  the  Ashton 
Trust.  More  is  needed  to  make  the  income  from  invest¬ 
ments  equal  to  one  half  the  running  expenses  and  to 
provide  for  repairs.  It  is  dreary  work  making  annual 
appeals  for  money,  but  the  work  is  so  important  that  such 
appeals  will  be  made  until  a  sufficient  sum  is  secured  to 
make  it  an  assured  thing  that  in  Boston  any  decent 
woman  out  of  work,  in  need  of  work,  for  work ,  has  re¬ 
spectable  lodging  and  sufficient  food,  temporarily,  and 
assistance  to  get  permanent  employment. 

All  annual  subscriptions  will  be  gratefully  accepted,  it 
being  important  that  even  the  small  sums  can  be  safely 
counted  upon. 


J 
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RESULTS. 


Women  admitted  since  beginning . 5,922 

„  admitted  in  1894 .  369 

,,  sent  to  permanent  places  in  1S94 .  212 

„  „  day’s  work  ,,  162 

,,  hospitals  ,,  10 

,,  ,,  „  temporary  places  ,,  44 

Meals  paid  for  in  work  ,,  24,538 

»  »  »  »  money  . . 1,693 

Lodgings  paid  for  in  money  ,,  575 

,,  „  „  „  work  ,,  .........  8,519 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS  FOR  1894. 


c 


Miss  Mary  S.  Ames 

$25.00 

Mrs.  H.  L.  Higginson 

$15.00 

Mrs.  C.  W.  Amory  . 

10.00 

Mr.  Hunnewell  . 

50.00 

Mrs.  Wm.  Appleton 

5.00 

Mr.  G.  A.  James 

10.00 

Mrs.  G.  T.  Bigelow  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  S.  P.  Blake 

5.00 

Mrs.  H.  Kuhn 

25.00 

Mrs.  C.  F.  Bradford 

10. CO 

Miss  Larkin  . 

2.00 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Bremer  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  G.  C.  Lee  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  S.  Brooks  .... 

20.00 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Lodge  . 

25.00 

Mr.  E.  T.  Browne  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Loring  . 

20.00 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Burnham,  Jr.  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  T.  K.  Lothrop 

10.00 

Mrs.  Augustus  Lowell 

10.00 

Mrs.  Cochrane  .... 

20.00 

Mrs.  G.  G.  Lowell  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  R.  Coolidge 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Coolidge,  Jr  . 

10.00 

Miss  E.  F.  Mason  . 

50.00 

Mrs.  T.  J.  Coolidge  .  .  . 

10.00 

Miss  T.  M.  Mason  . 

50.00 

Mrs.  Fred.  Cunningham,  Jr. 

10.00 

Dr.  F.  Minot  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Curtis 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Curtis 

10.00 

Miss  L.  Norcross 

5.00 

Mr.  R.  M.  Cushing  . 

50.00 

Mrs.  R.  T.  Paine 

10.00 

Mrs.  L.  S.  Dabney  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  O.  W.  Peabody 

5.00 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Dalton  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Peabody 

20.00 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Denny  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Phillips  . 

25.00 

Mrs.  Arthur  Dexter 

50.00 

Mrs.  Pickman 

10.00 

Mr.  F.  G.  Dexter 

50.00 

Mr.  W.  A.  Prescott 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  Pickering  Putnam  . 

20.00 

Mr.  Wm.  Endicott,  Jr..*  . 

50.00 

Mrs.  H.  P.  Quincy  . 

•  • 

5.00 

Mrs.  Chas.  Faulkner  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Fields 

5.00 

Mrs.  L.  R.  Read 

10.00 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Fitz  .... 

10.00 

Miss  S.  E.  Read  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  A.  Flagg  .... 

5.00 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Robbins 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Rogers  . 

25.00 

Mr.  G.  A.  Goddard  .  .  . 

50.00 

Miss  Gordon . 

2.00 

Mrs.  Saltonstall  . 

50.00 

Miss  E.  C.  Gray  .... 

[0.00 

Mrs.  H.  J.  Sargent  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Guild  .  . 

5.00 

Dr.  H.  F.  Sears  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  G.  R.  Shaw 

10.00 

Mrs.  G.  G.  Hammond  . 

50.00 

Mrs.  R.  G.  Shaw 

10.00 
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Mrs.  F.  Skinner  . 

.  $10.00 

Mrs.  P'rederic  Stone 

5.00 

Mrs.  Thayer  .... 

50.00 

Mrs,  A.  Thorndike  . 

0 

q 

LO 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Ware 

.  20.00 

Miss  Cornelia  Warren  . 

$5.00 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Warren  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  F.  M.  Weld  .  . 

.  10.00 

Mrs.  S.  M.  Whitman  . 

.  ’  25.00 

Miss  Mary  Whitney 

5.00 

Mr.  Charles  L.  Young  . 

10.00 

DONATIONS. 


Miss  Mary  S.  Ames 

$25.00 

Mrs.  H.  W.  Abbot  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  Brooks  Adams 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Beal  .  . 

5.00 

Mr.  E.  P.  Beebe  . 

50.00 

Mrs.  H.  Bigelow  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  G.  B.  Blake 

10.00 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Bullard 

10.00 

Mrs.  Burnham 

5.00 

Mrs.  G.  S.  Curtis 

5.00 

Mr.  Louis  Curtis 

5.00 

Mrs.  Charles  Fry 

• 

5.00 

Mrs.  Horace  Gray  . 

10.00 

Mrs.-  H.  S.  Grew  . 

• 

5.00 

Mrs.  Elliot  Hubbard 

• 

5.00 

Mrs.  H.  P.  Kidder  . 

10.00 

Mr.  PI.  T.  Kidder  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  Abbott  Lawrence  . 

$5.00 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Lodge 

10.00 

Mrs.  C.  T.  Lovering 

10.00 

Mrs.  G.  H.  Lyman,  Jr. 

5.00 

Mr.  Chas.  Merriam  . 

25.00 

Mrs.  F.  H.  Peabody 

20.00 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Robeson 

10.00 

Mrs.  Winthrop  Sargent 

10.00 

Miss  C.  E.  Sears .... 

10.00 

Mrs.  K.  W.  Sears 

10.00 

Mrs.  N.  Thayer,  Jr.  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  A.  Thorndike  . 

5.00 

Miss  Ticknor . 

5.00 

Mrs.  W.  P.  Walley  .  .  . 

5.00 

Miss  Cornelia  Warren  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Wheelwright  . 

10.00 

Miss  S.  L.  Whitwell 

5.00 

Dr.  E.  Wigglesworth  . 

10.00 
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DONATIONS. 


Mrs.  H.  B.  Chapin,  fruit,  vegetables,  clothing,  and  papers. 
Every  Day  Church,  one  barrel  apples. 

Mr.  Miner,  two  barrels  apples. 

Miss  Emerson,  one  box  oranges. 

Flower  Mission,  flowers. 

Mrs.  C.  W.  Loring,  roses. 

Miss  Julia  Clark,  books  and  papers. 

Provident  Association,  garments. 

Miss  Sears,  garments. 

Unknown,  ten  books. 

CHRISTMAS. 


E.  W.  Fuller,  large  tree  and  a  goose. 

T.  D.  Roberts,  small  tree. 

Cobb,  Bates  &  Yerxa,  oranges  and  candy. 

Unknown,  box  of  candy. 

Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co.,  one  dozen  pairs  stockings. 

Gilchrist  &  Co.,  six  pairs  mitts,  eight  handkerchiefs,  six  pairs  stockings. 
Miss  Sears,  ornaments  for  tree. 

Miss  Mason,  holly  and  ivy. 

Mr.  Belcher,  $5. 

Mrs.  Loring  Tyler,  $1. 

Mr.  G.  B.  Foster,  $1.30. 

Miss  Swinerton,  50  cents. 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST. 


I  bequeath  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Temporary  Home 
for  Working-Women,  a  Corporation  under  the  laws  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  the  sum  of 
dollars,  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  said  Corporation. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 

TEMPORARY  HOME  FOR  WORKING-WOMEN. 


453  SHAW  MUT  AVENUE, 


FROM  JANUARY  i,  1896,  TO  JANUARY  1,  1897. 


INCORPORATED  MAY  20,  1 878. 


BOSTON : 

THE  BARTA  PRESS, 
144-148  High  Street, 

1897. 


BOARD  OF  MANAGERS. 


Miss  E.  F.  MASON,  President. 

Miss  HORTON,  Vice-President. 

Mr.  JOHN  CODMAN,  2D,  Treasurer,  40  Kilby  St. 

Mrs.  W.  C.  LORING,  Assistant  Treasurer  and  Secretary, 
2  Gloucester  St. 

Mrs  HARTMAN  KUHN. 

Miss  M.  S.  AMES. 

Mrs.  C.  B.  AMORY. 

Miss  G.  B.  AUSTIN. 

Mrs.  H.  B.  CHAPIN. 

Mrs.  ALEXANDER  COCHRANE. 

Mrs.  L.  S.  DABNEY. 

Mr.  GEORGE  ABBOT  JAMES. 

Mrs.  GEORGE  R.  SHAW. 

Miss  PAULINE  SHAW. 

Miss  FRANCES  C.  STURGIS. 

Mrs.  CHAS.  D.  TURNBULL. 

Matron. 

Mrs.  JACQUES. 


REPORT. 


The  record  of  the  past  year  shows  that  there  has  been 
no  less  need  for  the  Home  than  heretofore.  It  is  true 
that  when  times  are  dull,  as  at  present,  there  is  a  marked 
decrease  in  the  number  of  girls  from  the  country  ;  but 
on  the  other  hand,  the  number  of  those  compelled  to  seek 
our  aid,  from  being  thrown  out  of  employment,  is 
greatly  increased,  and  there  is  more  difficulty  in  finding 
places  for  them,  especially  for  such  as  are  no  longer  in 
full  vigor  of  youth  and  strength.  It  is  only  by  persist¬ 
ent  effort  that,  as  appears  in  our  table  of  Results,  1 86 
permanent  places  have  been  secured  for  inmates  during 
the  year.  The  Annual  Account  shows  that  receipts 
from  the  laundry  have  been  smaller  than  in  previous 
years,  but  as  expenses  have  been  proportionately  small, 
there  is  a  slight  gain  in  net  receipts.  Our  reason  for 
accepting  less  custom  than  formerly  is  lack  of  proper 
facilities  for  doing  a  very  large  business,  and  the  neces¬ 
sity  which  this  involves  of  hiring  outside  help.  The 
laundry  has  never  suffered  from  want  of  patronage,  but 
the  same  cannot  be  said  of  the  sewing  room.  Yet  this 
is  a  most  important  part  of  our  industrial  plan,  keeping 
busy,  as  it  does,  the  women  who  are  either  not  needed 
in  the  laundry  and  other  departments,  or  else  are  not 
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strong  enough  for  the  rougher  kinds  of  work.  We  need 
more  patronage  here,  and  should  be  grateful  if  our 
friends  would  encourage  the  sewing  room  by  sending 
work,  which  will  be  well  done  and  at  reasonable  prices. 

To  those  who  are  already  familiar  with  the  work  of 
the  Home,  the  tables  on  the  ensuing  pages  will  probably 
give  all  the  information  which  they  desire.  It  is  for  the 
benefit  of  those  only  who  do  not  happen  to  know  its 
object  or  its  methods  that  the  following  statement  is 
offered. 

As  has  been  often  repeated,  the  Home  was  first 
opened  in  1878,  in  order  that  any  poor  and  respectable 
woman  able  and  willing  to  work  might  receive  food 
and  shelter  in  return  for  her  work  for  the  space  of  one 
month,  during  which  time  a  place  would  be  sought 
through  the  agency  of  the  Home  and  by  her  own  efforts. 
Admission  is  perfectly  easy  for  the  proper  person.  Any 
woman  who  applies,  either  because  she  knows  about  the 
Home  or  has  been  sent  there  by  some  one  who  does,  if 
she  seems  a  respectable  person  and  able  to  work,  is  at 
once  admitted,  children  under  two  being  allowed  to 
enter  with  their  mothers.  She  must  have  three  requisites 
—  poverty,  respectability,  and  ability.  She  need  not  be 
able  to  do  hard  work,  but  she  must  be  willing  to  do  what 
she  can.  She  is  not  permitted  to  refuse  any  good  place 
which  may  be  found  for  her,  just  because  in  some  way 
she  does  not  like  it;  if  there' is  no  valid  objection,  she 
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must  take  it  and  work  herself  out  of  it  into  something 
she  likes  better. 

It  will  be  seen  that  for  the  sick  this  Working  Home  is 
no  place.  It  cannot  undertake  to  do  the  work  of  a  hos¬ 
pital.  Neither  does  it  open  its  doors  to  the  low  and 
debased  —  for  these  the  City  Temporary  Home  is  pro¬ 
vided.  Should  the  house  not  be  full,  it  is  at  the  dis¬ 
cretion  of  the  matron  to  admit  women  as  boarders  or 
lodgers  for  a  short  time,  but  only  so  long  as  the  room 
they  occupy  is  not  wanted  by  some  other  woman  who 
can  pay  only  in  work.  It  must  always  be  borne  in 
mind  that  this  Home  is  a  temporary  one,  a  month  being 
the  limit  oTany  inmate’s  stay,  unless,  owing  to  special 
circumstances,  the  managers  and  the  matron  agree  to 
extend  the  time. 

As  to  the  religion  of  the  inmates,  if  that  be  asked 
about,  it  is  only  to  help  her  to  that  form  to  which  she 
belongs.  A  Catholic  is  as  welcome  as  a  Protestant  or  a 
Jewess,  just  as  a  colored  woman  has  the  same  treatment 
as  does  a  white  one.  The  great  fact  about  the  Home  is 
the  preservation  of  the  self-respect  of  its  inmates,  who 
never  for  a  moment  feel  that  they  are  the  recipients  of 
alms,  but  are  only  grateful  for  the  opportunity  given 
them  to  work.  In  short,  the  aim  of  the  Home  is  to  be  a 
plain,  common-sense  member  of  the  philanthropic  fam¬ 
ily.  Tales  of  sorrow  and  distress,  of  varied  and  even 
dramatic  interest,  are  not  wanting  in  its  annals,  but  these 


are  more  fittingly  confined  to  the  ears  of  the  managers 
and  matron,  whose  endeavor  it  is  to  raise  the  moral  tone 
of  the  women  under  their  care,  no  less  than  to  improve 
their  standard  of  work. 

The  industries  carried  on  are  of  different  kinds  —  wash¬ 
ing,  ironing,  sewing,  mending,  house  and  dining-room 
work,  etc.  The  Home  is  open  at  any  time  to  visitors, 
and  invites  inspection.  As  shown  by  the  financial  tables, 
it  is  about  one  half  self-supporting,  but  the  remaining 
deficit  cannot  be  made  up  without  the  help  of  the  public. 
Any  donation,  however  small,  will  be  gratefully  received, 
and  should  be  sent  to  Mrs.  Wm.  C.  Goring,  2  Gloucester 
St.,  by  whom  it  will  be  promptly  acknowledged.  To 
those  who  fear  the  pauperization  too  often  attendant 
upon  almsgiving,  this  Home  offers  a  safe  opportunity  to 
give  of  their  means  to  the  needy  and  deserving. 
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RESULTS. 


Women  admitted  since  187S 
,,  in  1896 


11 

?? 

11 

11 


permanently  placed 
temporarily  placed 
sent  to  day’s  work 
Lodgings  paid  in  money  . 

»  ,1  work 

Meals  paid  in  money  . 


5> 


V 


work 


6,665 

442 

1S6 

25 

67 

54o 

7,280 

1,643 

22,298 


Temporary  Home  for  Working-Women.  —  Annual  Account,  Dec.  3 1,  1896. 
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JOHN  CODMAN,  2d,  Treasurer. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS  FOR  1896. 


Mrs.  Brooks  Adams  . 

$5.00 

Mrs.  H.  L.  IPigginson 

$1 5.00 

Miss  M.  S.  Ames  .... 
Mrs.  C.  W.  Amory  . 

25.00 

10.00 

Mr.  IPunnewell 

50.00 

Mrs  Wm.  Appleton  . 

5.00 

Mr.  G.  A.  James  . 

10.00 

Mr.  E.  P.  Beebe  .... 
Mrs.  G.  T.  Bigelow  . 

50.00 

10.00 

Mrs.  H.  Kuhn  . 

25.00 

Mrs.  S.  P.  Blake  .... 

5.00 

Miss  Larkin 

2.00 

Mrs.  C.  F.  Bradford  .  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  G.  C.  Lee 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Bremer 

10.00 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Lodge 

10.00 

Mrs.  S.  Brooks  .... 

20.00 

Mrs.  John  E.  Lodge  . 

10.00 

Mr.  E.  I.  Browne 

10.00 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Lor  in  g  . 

20.00 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Burnham,  Jr. 

5.00 

Mrs.  T.  K.  I.othrop  . 
Mrs.  G.  G.  Lowell 

10.00 

10.00 

Mrs  A.  Cochrane 

Mrs.  J.  R.  Coolidge  . 

20.00 

10.00 

Mrs.  John  Lowell 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Coolidge  . 

10.00 

Miss  E.  F.  Mason 

50.00 

Mrs.  T.  J.  Coolidge  . 

10.00 

Miss  I.  M.  Mason 

50.00 

Mrs.  Fred.  Cunningham,  Jr. 
Mrs.  C.  P.  Curtis  .... 

10.00 

10.00 

Dr.  Minot  .... 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Curtis  .... 

10.00 

Mrs.  R.  T.  Paine  . 

10.00 

Mr.  R.  M.  Cushing  . 

25.00 

Mrs.  O.  W.  Peabody 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Phillips 

5-0° 

25.00 

Mrs.  L.  S.  Dabney 

5°° 

Mrs.  Pick  man  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  C.  IP.  Dalton 

Mr.  Arthur  Dexter 

5.00 

50.00 

Mrs.  J.  Pickering  Putnam 

20.00 

Mr.  Wm.  Endicott,  Jr. 

50.00 

Mrs.  FI.  P.  Quincy 

• 

5.00 

Mrs.  Chas.  Faulkner 

5.00 

Mrs.  L.  R,  Read  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Fields 

5.00 

MBs  S.  E.  Read  . 

. 

10.00 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Fitz  .  .  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Robbins  . 

• 

10.00 

Mrs.  A.  Flagg  .... 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Rogers 

• 

25.00 

Mr.  G.  A.  Goddard  .  .  . 

50.00 

Mrs.  F.  W.  Sargent  . 

5.00 

Miss  E.  C.  Gray  .... 

10.00 

Dr.  H.  F.  Sears  . 

. 

10.00 

Mrs.  F.  B,  Greene 

10.00 

Mrs.  G.  R.  Shaw  . 

Mrs.  R.  G.  Shaw  . 

• 

10.00 

10.00 

Mrs.  G.  G.  Hammond 

50.00 

Mrs.  F.  Skinner  .  . 

. 

10.00 

1 


IO 


Mrs.  Thayer  .  . 

Mrs.  A.  Thorndike 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Ware  . 
Miss  Cornelia  Warren 
Mrs.  J.  S.  Warren  . 


$50.00 

5.00 

20.00 

5.00 

5.00 


Mrs.  S.  D.  Warren  . 
Mrs.  C.  F.  Wentworth 
Mrs.  S.  W.  Whitman 
Miss  Mary  Whitney  . 

Mr.  Charles  L.  Young 


$5.00 

10.00 

25.00 

5.00 

10.00 


DONATIONS. 


A.  W.  &  M . $5.00 

Miss  G.  B.  Austin  .  .  .  50.00 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Beal  ....  5.00 

Mrs.  H.  Bigelow  ....  5.00 

Mrs.  G.  B.  Blake  ....  10.00 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Bullard  .  .  .  10.00 

Mrs.  Burnham . 5.00 

Mr.  G.  S.  Curtis  ....  5.00 

Mr.  Louis  Curtis  ....  5.00 

Mrs.  Chas.  Fry  ....  5.00 

Mrs.  Id.  S.  Grew  ....  5.00 

Mrs.  Eliot  Hubbard  .  .  .  5.00 

Mrs.  H.  P.  Kidder  .  .  .  10.00 

Mr.  H,  T.  Kidder  .  .  .  10.00 

Mrs.  Abbott  Lawrence  .  .  5.00 


Mrs.  C.  T.  Lovering  . 

$10.00 

Mrs.  G.  Id.  Lyman  . 

5.00 

“  Mary” . 

5.00 

Mr.  Chas.  Merriam 

25.00 

Mrs.  G.  von  L.  Meyer 

Mrs.  Louise  Chandler  Moul¬ 

10.00 

ton  . . 

5.00 

Mr.  G.  F.  Park  man  . 

25.00 

Mr.  F.  H.  Peabody 

20.C0 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Perkins 

5.00 

Miss  G.  L.  Putnam  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  K.  W.  Sears  .... 

10.00 

Mrs.  N.  Thayer,  Jr.  . 

10.00 

Miss  Ticknor . 

5.00 

Mrs.  W.  P.  W alley  .  .  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Wheelwright 

10.00 

Miss  L.  PI.  Williams  . 

IO.CO 

GIFTS. 


Miss  Julia  Clark,  books  and  papers. 

Miss  A.  E.  Foster,  two  years’  New  England  A/a 
C.  E.  Chase,  two  lots  rhubarb. 

Miss  Frances  Sturgis,  clothing. 

Dr.  Tobin,  apples. 

Mrs.  H.  B.  Chapin,  barrel  apples. 

Miss  M.  S.  Ames,  confectionery. 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Loring,  confectionery. 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST. 


I  bequeath  to  the  treasurer  of  The  Temporary  Home 
for  Working-Women,  a  corporation  under  the  laws 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  the  sum  of 
. . . . . . .Dollars,  to  the  use  and  benefit  of 


said  corporation. 


REPORT 


OK  THE 


TEMPORARY  HOME  FOR  WORKING-WOMEN. 


453  SHAWMUT  AVENUE, 


FROM  JANUARY  i,  IS99,  TO  JANUARY  1,  1900. 


INCORPORATED  MAY  20,  1878. 


A 


BOSTON  : 

Press  ok  J.  B.  Kavanaugh, 
680  Centre  Street. 


BOARD  OF  MANAGERS. 


Miss  ELLEN  F.  MASON,  President. 

Miss  F.  HORTON,  Vice-President. 

Mr.  WALTER  BRIGGS,  Treasurer.  . 

Mrs.  HENRY  B.  CHAPIN,  Assistant  Treasurer,  Jamaica  Plain. 
Mrs.  HENRY  R.  DALTON,  Secretary,  507  Beacon  Street. 

Mrs.  GEORGE  R.  SHAW. 

Mrs.  CHARLES  B.  AMORY. 

Miss  FRANCIS  C.  STURGIS. 

Mrs.  ALEXANDER  COCHRANE. 

Mss.  CHARLES  D.  TURNBULL. 

Mrs.  JOHN  CODMAN,  2d. 

Mrs.  L.  CARTERET  FENNO. 

Miss  LOUISA  ADAMS. 

Mrs.  WALTER  BRIGGS. 

Mrs.  THOMAS  R.  WHEELOCK. 

Mr.  HENRY  B.  CHAPIN. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  M.  STOCKTON. 


Matron, 

Miss  L.  F.  READE. 


MANAGERS’  REPORT. 


We  are  very  happy  to  lay  before  the  public,  and  the 
kind  friends  whose  generosity  has  aided  our  cause,  so 
satisfactory  a  report  of  the  year’s  work  in  the  Home.  Its 
increased  activity  and  usefulness  is  clearly  demonstrated 
by  the  number  of  women  it  has  helped,  which  is  larger 
than  usual  this  past  year,  and  in  many  cases  those  who 
came  there  homeless  and  friendless  have  been  not  only 
taken  in  but  permanently  provided  for. 

It  is  our  hope  that  the  public  will  gradually  learn  to 
know  better  just  what  work  is  accomplished  by  the  Tem¬ 
porary  Home.  And,  at  the  risk  of  repeating  what  has 
been  said  in  previous  reports,  we  should  like  to  recapitulate 
its  history. 

In  the  Spring  of  1878,  the  needs  of  such  an  institution 
having  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  several  benevolent 
men  and  women,  they  met  together  and  incorporated  the 
Home  for  the  purpose,  as  the  Charter  reads,  “  Of  providing 
a  place  where  working  women  out  of  work,  for  work,  may 
procure  food  and  lodging  temporarily,  and  from  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  such  work  to  make  as  far  as  possible  such  place 
or  Home  self-supporting.” 

The  Secretary’s  monthly  reports  tell  the  story  of  the 
many  anxieties  and  discouragements  experienced,  before 
the  Home  was  finally  placed  on  its  present  solid  basis.  At 
one  time,  indeed,  lack  of  support  bade  fair  to  cause  the 
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abandonment  of  the  work,  but,  at  the  darkest  moment, 
letters  came  from  many  charitable  Institutions  begging  for 
its  continuance,  as  it  filled  a  most  necessary  place  which 
nothing  else  supplied.  It  was  through  the  Home  that 
public  attention  was  called  to  the  many  cases  of  young 
girls  who,  arriving  strangers  in  the  city,  were  enticed  into 
disreputable  places.  This  led  to  the  establishment  of  the 
“Traveller’s  Aid,”  a  Society  which  sends  many  friendless 
girls  to  the  Home. 

Those  admitted  are  given  food  and  lodging,  and,  when 
possible,  are  supplied  with  places.  If  ill,  they  are  sent  to 
a  hospital ;  if  old  and  decrepit,  to  some  suitable  Institution. 
All  who  are  able  bodied  are  required  to  give  an  equivalent 
for  what  they  receive  in  work,  either  in  the  laundry,  or 
sewing  room,  or  in  the  general  work  of  the  house,  which¬ 
ever  the  Matron  judges  they  are  best  fitted  for.  No  one 
is  allowed  to  remain  over  a  month,  except  by  special 
permission.  And  no  one  is  received  back  under  six 
months,  unless  for  some  special  reason.  Children  under 
two  years,  are  received,  for  a  few  days  only,  with  their 
mothers. 

Much  pains  is  taken  by  the  Matron  and  her  assistants 
to  make  the  stay  at  the  home  not  only  a  temporary  benefit 
but  a  permanent  gain  to  the  inmates,  by  instructing  them 
in  the  various  branches  of  work  carried  on  there.  This 
does  not  help  to  fill  our  treasury,  for  education  is  always 
an  expensive  process,  but  it  does  send  out  many  a  woman 
better  able  to  take  care  of  herself  than  when  she  came  in. 
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Inmates  are  encouraged  to  report  to  the  Home  after  they 
have  left  it  for  situations,  and  are  made  to  feel  that  they 
have  their  friends  interested  in  their  welfare,  to  whom 
they  may  turn  for  advice  and  help. 

By  the  work  done  in  the  laundry,  we  are  enabled  to  pay 
nearly  a  thousand  dollars  a  year  towards  the  running 
expenses.  The  sewing  room  also  contributes  a  small 
amount.  We  have  besides  an  invested  fund,  which  helps 
towards  its  support.  The  sum  of  these  together  makes 
the  Home  about  one-half  self-supporting.  For  the  rest 
we  depend  upon  the  yearly  contributions  of  its  friends. 
This  year  we  wish  to  make  a  special  appeal  to  the  gener¬ 
osity  of  the  public.  Many  of  our  annual  subscribers 
having  died,  the  sum  of  our  contributions  will  be  greatly 
decreased  unless  some  new  friends  come  to  our  aid  and 
interest  themselves  in  the  work. 

Our  ultimate  aim  is,  by  keeping  our  expenses  down, 
through  use  of  the  utmost  economy  consistent  with  doing 
the  work  well,  to  invest  gradually  all  surplus  money  we 
may  acquire  by  donations  or  bequests,  until  the  Home  is 
quite  self-supporting. 

It  is  with  this  hope  that  we  place  the  Home,  its  work, 
aims  and  hopes  before  those  who,  having  comfortable 
homes  themselves,  wish  to  stretch  out  a  helping  hand  to 
their  less  fortunate  sisters. 

All  subscriptions,  large  or  small,  will  be  most  thankfully 
received,  and  if  sent  to  Mrs.  Henry  B.  Chapin,  Jamaica 
Plain,  will  be  gratefully  acknowledged. 


RESULTS. 


Women  admitted  since  1878 .  8,475 

“  “  in  1899 .  705 

“  permanently  placed .  448 

“  temporarily  placed .  107 

“  sent  to  day’s  work .  203 

“  “  hospitals .  34 

Number  of  lodgings .  8,781 

“  “  meals .  24,307 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS  FOR  1899. 


Miss  M.  S.  Ames .  $25.00 

Mrs.  C.  13.  Amory .  5.00 

Mrs.  C.  W.  Amory .  10.00 

Mrs.  Wm.  Appleton .  5.00 

Miss  G.  B.  Austin .  10.00 

Mr.  E.  P.  Beebe .  50.00 

Mr.  A.  S.  Bigelow .  5.00 

Mrs.  G.  T.  Bigelow .  10.00 

Mrs.  S.  P.  Blake .  5.00 

Mrs.  C.  F.  Bradford .  10.00 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Bremer .  10.00 

Mrs.  S.  Brooks .  20.00 

Mr.  E.  I.  Browne .  10.00 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Burnham,  Jr. .  5.00 

Mrs.  A.  Cochrane .  20.00 

Mrs.  J.  R.  Coolidge .  10.00 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Coolidge .  10.00 

Mrs.  T.  J.  Coolidge .  10  00 

Mrs.  Fred.  Cunningham,  Jr.  10.00 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Curtis .  10.00 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Curtis .  10.00 

Mr.  R.  M.  Cushing .  25.00 

Mrs.  L.  S.  Dabney .  5.00 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Dalton .  5.00 

Mrs.  Chas.  Faulkner .  5.00 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Fields .  5.00 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Fitz .  10.00 

Mrs.  A.  Flagg  .  5.00 

Mr.  G.  A.  Goddard  .  50.00 

Mrs.  F.  B.  Greene .  10.00 

Mrs.  G.  G.  Hammond...  25.00 
Mrs.  H.  L.  Higginson. . . .  15.00 

Mr.  Hunnewell .  50.00 

H.  Hunnewell  &  Sons. . . .  50.00 


Mr.  G.  A.  James .  $io.co 

Mrs.  H.  Kuhn .  25.00 

Mrs.  G.  C.  Lee .  5.00 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Lodge .  10.00 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Loring .  20. co 

Mrs.  T.  K.  Lothrop .  10.00 

Mrs.  G.  G.  Lowell .  10.00 

Mrs.  John  Lowell .  10. co 

Mrs.  Theodore  Lyman. . .  15.00 

Miss  E.  F.  Mason .  50.00 

Miss  I.  M.  Mason .  50.00 

Dr.  F.  Minot . . .  5.00 

Mrs.  O.  W.  Peabody  .  . .  5.00 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Phillips .  25.00 

Mrs.  J.  Pickering  Putnam  20.00 
Mrs.  Pickman .  10.00 

Mrs.  L.  R.  Read .  10.00 

Miss  S.  E.  Read .  io.co 

Mrs.  F.  W.  Sargent .  5.00 

Mrs.  Winthrop  Sargent. .  10.00 

Dr.  H.  F.  Sears .  10.00 

Mrs.  G.  R.  Shaw .  10.00 

Mrs.  R.  G.  Shaw .  10.00 

Mr.  F.  Skinner,  Jr .  10.00 

Mrs.  F.  Stone .  5.00 

Mrs.  A.  Thorndike  .  5.00 

Miss  May  L.  Ware .  20.00 

Miss  Cornelia  Warren.  . .  5.00 

Mrs.  S.  D.  Warren .  5.00 

Mrs.  C.  F.  Wentworth.  . .  10.00 

Mrs.  S.  W.  Whitman. . . .  25.00 

Miss  Mary  Whitney .  5.00 

Mr.  Charles  L.  Young...  10.00 
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DONATIONS. 


Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Blake. . .  .$  5.00 


Mrs.  J.  H.  Beal .  10.00 

Mrs.  G.  B.  Blake .  10.00 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Bullard .  10.00 

Mrs.  Burnham .  5.00 

Mrs.  Louis  Curtis .  10.00 

Mrs.  G.  S.  Curtis .  5.00 

Mrs.  Chas.  Fry .  5.00 

Mrs.  H.  S.  Grew .  5.00 

Mrs.  Eliot  Hubbard .  5.00 

Mrs.  H.  P.  Kidder .  10.00 

Mr.  H.  T.  Kidder .  10.00 


Mrs.  Abbott  Lawrence ....  5.00 


Mr.  Chas.  Merriam . $  25.00 

Mrs.  Louise  Chandler  Moul¬ 
ton .  5.00 

“Mary” .  10.00 

Mr.  F.  H.  Peabody .  20.00 

Miss  G.  L.  Putnam .  10.00 

Mrs.  K.  W.  Sears .  10.00 

Mrs.  N.  Thayer,  Jr .  10.00 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Thomas .  10.00 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Wheelwright.  10.00 

Miss  L.  H.  Williams .  10.00 

“C.  A.  W.” .  -30.00 
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GIFTS. 


Mrs.  Gould,  toilet  set  and  clothing. 

Mrs.  H.  B.  Chapin,  magazines  and  articles  of  clothing. 
Miss  Hilt,  clothing. 

Provident  Association,  clothing,  boots,  rubbers,  etc. 

Miss  Blood,  clothing. 

Mrs.  Millikin,  child’s  clothing. 

Mrs.  G.  R.  Shaw,  piece  of  gingham  for  dresses. 

Mrs.  Dalton,  2  pieces  of  flannel  from  Amoskeag  Manf.  Co. 


CHRISTMAS  OFFERINGS. 


Ladies  of  Committee... . .  $18.50 

“A  Friend” .  5.00 

$23.50 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST. 


I  bequeath  to  the  treasurer  of  The  Temporary  Home 
for  Working  Women,  a  corporation  under  the  laws  of 

the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  the  sum  of _ 

_ Dollars,  to  the  use  and  benefit  of 


said  corporation. 
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Rutland  corner  home 
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